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1. Major Activities and Accomplishments:

Normally the Mathematics Library is nestled in the ornately decorated rooms of Altgeld Hall. The good news is Altgeld Hall, originally opened under the name the Library Building back in 1897, will begin the renovation of the interior of the building and library space starting Summer 2023 and estimated to finish in 3+ years.  During the upcoming renovation period of Altgeld, the Mathematics Library collections has been dispersed to Main Library Stacks and the Grainger Engineering Library Information Center (GELIC) during this temporary period. Over both locations, the Mathematics Library currently consists of more than 112,000 volumes, including the nation’s most complete holdings of mathematics material from European, Russian, and East European sources in multiple languages. The Mathematics Library webpage is being maintained and kept current in offering many virtual services to the Mathematics, Statistics, and Computational Sciences department and user communities and the website will become even more important during the renovation period.
More by the numbers:
· 3 levels comprise the Mathematics Library including the circulation room, book stacks, and reading room 
· 5 of the largest academic mathematics library collections in the nation include Illinois 
· 90 percent of the Mathematics Library’s annual budget covers ongoing journal subscriptions
· 1,050 current subscriptions to journals and monographic series, with most available online.
This past year, we have focused on the temporary closure of the Mathematics Library due to the upcoming renovation work of Altgeld Hall that will occur over the next 3-4 years. Michael Norman was appointed as Interim Head, Mathematics Library on April 1, 2023 to allow the previous Interim Head, Elisandro Cabada, to take on a new role in the Library as the Emerging Technologies and Immersive Services Librarian. A new search for Head, Mathematics Library was recently completed in the Spring 2023 and Sarah Park will start on September 6, 2023. The Mathematics Library has been without a permanent Head of the Library since the retirement of Timothy Cole in December 2020.
In the Summer 2023, the Mathematics Library collections were relocated to the Main Library Stacks and Grainger for the duration of the renovation period of Altgeld Hall. The Mathematics Library office and the collections will return to the newly refurbished space when the renovating is complete. The collection size will return to a smaller footprint in the designated Library space in Altgeld and we have been working on determining what items will be returned. We will need to downsize the collection by over 42,000 physical items to fit into the new Library space when ready. With the hiring of the new Head of the Mathematics Library and the Mathematics and Computational Sciences Librarian, there are new subject areas for the Mathematics Library to support. The Math Library has started examining the building up the collections to cover these newly incorporated academic disciplines and to support the Electrical and Computer Engineering Departments, Theoretical and Applied Mechanics as well as the continued support for the Mathematics and Statistics Departments. 
Much of the past year has been devoted to the planning of these temporary changes necessitated from the upcoming renovation of the current space when the accelerated timeline for renovation was revealed. The excellent services we provide to the Mathematics and Statistics Departments and to the entire Mathematics Library user community has continued and will continue to be a focus throughout this transition period over the next several years.
2. Review of Major Challenges:

The interim period of the closure of the Mathematics Library for the next several years could be a challenge for some of our user community as we have been advised that mathematicians still utilize the print collections heavily for their research. They like having the convenience of being able to pop into the Mathematics Library and browse the print collections when in Altgeld Hall. We have heard it said by many that mathematicians love print sources and they have a reluctance to embrace using the Library’s online collections. And, for the current academic year, the print collections have had over 2,000 loans and that is significant. 
Over the summer, the Mathematics Library did offer multiple information sessions this summer to the Mathematics and Statistics Departments to demonstrate how best to remotely utilize and access all local collections, both print and electronic formats, and the consortial and digital collections available in I-Share, BTAA, OCLC WorldCat, HathiTrust, and the A&I databases. We continued to promote our deep print collections but also began highlighting to Mathematics Library patrons the best discovery paths to find and gain access to materials throughout all the Library’s fulfillment avenues. It is a big challenge and transition for the Mathematics Library user community, but we do believe that utilizing the full breadth of the University Library’s collections and our consortial partners will greatly enhance their future research capabilities. 
3. Significant Changes to unit operations, personnel, service profile, or service programs:

The Mathematics Library did have lots of turnover this past fiscal year. First, Elisandro Cabada, who had been acting in an interim role as the Head of the Mathematics since the retirement of Timothy Cole in 2020, stepped down to take on a new role for the Library as the Emerging Technologies and Immersive Services Librarian. Starting on April 1, 2023, Michael Norman, the Discovery Services Librarian and Coordinator of Alma/Primo, was appointed as Interim Head, Mathematics Library to cover until the permanent Head of the Mathematics Library would arrive later in the year. Sarah Park will start as the Head of the Mathematics Library and Mathematics and Computational Science Librarian beginning on September 6.

Bernadette Braun, who did exemplary work over the past 4 years at the Mathematics Library including coverage during the pandemic period for the Library, moved over to a new position as Library Operating Assistant (LOA) at the Acquisitions and Cataloging Services (ACS) department on May 14. 2023. Bernadette was instrumental in preparing the Mathematics Library for its interim move to Grainger Engineering Library (GELIC) and Main Library Stacks over the summer. 

The Mathematics Library personnel had significant changes occur this Summer (2023) with the move of the Mathematics Library Office to 159 GELIC and the maintenance of the Mathematics Library Collections at the Main Library Stacks. Becky Burner, the Mathematics Library’s legacy knowledge manager, oversaw the movement of operations to Grainger Library and helped coordinate the movement of the 112,000+ items to the Main Library Stacks. This was not an easy task and Becky did excellent work keeping us on track and to get all this work accomplished by our deadline of July 2023. D’Anne Winston joined the Mathematics Library Team in June 2023 and will concentrate on course reserves management, cataloging of received direct serials and series, upkeep of the Mathematics Library webpage, and duty officer work at the GELIC circulation desk.    

4. Service to Library-wide programs:

The Mathematics Library is not known widely for its E-Resources collections, but it does provide access to over 16,000 unique resources, including 14,414 e-books, 1,503 e-journals, and 100 e-media items. Nearly $350,000 is annually allocated from the Mathematics Library budget to provide access to this e-book and e-journal content. Much of the use and access to these resources benefit many other researchers outside the Mathematics and Statistics Departments on campus. There were 2,088 requests of the Mathematics Library collections for both on campus usage (2.039 loans) and loans to patrons in the I-Share consortium (49 loans). 

From Primo usage statistics (and this does not count direct discovery and delivery of e-resources through other means such as Easy Search, Scopus, MathSciNet, publisher’s websites, A&I services, Google Scholar, and other search environments), the 16,000+ resources were accessed 25,591 times in FY23.  The e-journal usage included 4,749 clickthroughs to publisher’s site. There was heavy usage of the Mathematics e-books with 20,768 unique uses. The Usage of the e-Media was total of 74 occurrences.

The Mathematics Library continued to participate in Library-wide programs when needed including contributing funds to the purchase of electronic resource collections and rare book resources that will benefit all users throughout the Library. 

5. Review Progress on FY23 Goals: 

This Unit Annual Report for FY23 was difficult to write. There was no Annual Report submitted for the Mathematics Library for FY2022. In fact, it does not look like there are any available Unit Annual Reports of the Mathematics Library since FY2015. We were not able to discover written goals for this past year. Nor anything looking forward into the future for the Mathematics Library. 

One of the major goals for FY23 assuredly was to start to prepare for the eventual relocation of the Mathematics Library for the renovation period of Altgeld Hall. Those plans began as far back as 2019 or earlier. With excellent work by all in the Mathematics Library, this temporary transition to operations to GELIC and the movement of collections to the Main Library was achieved successfully. Many individuals in the Library and also the Mathematics and Statistics Departments contributed to the important work to get the Mathematics Library moved to new locales. 

6. FY24 Goals:

The Mathematics Library will need to transform to more of a virtual presence for the next 3-4 years with the physical collections being dispersed to multiple spaces on campus. The move to represent more of the Mathematics Library in electronic and digital holdings will need to accelerate. Purchasing more of these mathematics, statistical, and computational science collections in electronic format should be priority going forward. As the Mathematics collections supports so many departments and patrons all over the university, offsite patrons will need to access the Library’s collections from many remote locations going forward. In addition, we will need to rely more heavily on remote storage at Oak Street Library and Main Library Stacks as we need to downsize the physical collections when we return to the smaller footprint in Altgeld hall in the future. During this interim period, the Mathematics Library webpage will become even more important during this transition to continue offering current services and possible new options to our users to obtain the materials needed for their research. We have many opportunities to bolster our online identity and that should be one of our main focuses for this next year. We will prioritize and continually update the Mathematics Library webpage to better emphasize all the services and resources available to our Library users.
The Mathematics Library is in a transitional period now. Not many libraries really get a new chance to physically transform itself in its history. The Mathematics Library has a clear blank slate in building back its collections and public presence for all our user communities. That is a major goal for FY24 to be engaged in the conversations with what our new renovated space will encompass, particularly with changes that will occur to address the budget shortfall with the building of the Illini Hall and renovation of the Altgeld Hall.
Other goals should include:
· Evaluate the core Mathematics print collection to begin fitting it into the space limitations in the newly renovated space in Altgeld Hall. We will need to reduce the size of the collection by another 35,000 or more items to fit into the space and allow growth for the future.
· Examine the opportunity to switch over to Library of Congress Classification for shelf listing purposes. We could convert the entire collection to LC Classification or start with new acquisitions added to the Mathematics collections. There are major benefits to moving to LC Classifications including better use of established call numbers already existing in MARC records. Much additional work in Cataloging and Metadata Services goes into creating those Dewey Decimal call numbers.
· Move to having received direct collections get setup in Alma and go through the central receiving processes in Acquisitions and Cataloging (ACS). Currently, the Mathematics Library receives direct over 125 serial subscriptions (most coming through the Mathematics Department) and 32 serials through exchanges with other libraries through the trade of the Mathematics Department Illinois Journal of Mathematics. Both activities are difficult to maintain and manage. The Mathematics Library is the only library at the University of Illinois to continue to have so many receive direct titles with most other libraries already transitioned to electronic access for these titles.
· Continue to build up the Mathematics Library electronic and digital collections to represent the core collections Mathematics, Statistical, and Computational Science. We are seeing more usage of these collections and we need to add the e-access option for our collections for our user communities who are located throughout the world. Loans and requests of materials in the print collections continues to decrease each year and patrons are now expecting the convenience of discovering and accessing these resources on any of their devices.
· Collaborate with Grainger Engineering Library and Information Center (GELIC) to offer excellent services to all the Mathematics Library user community and maximize the interdisciplinary research capabilities with the many fields and disciplines in Engineering, Computer Science, Medicine and the other STEM areas. There are many opportunities for collaborations with mathematics and statistics resources with all these subject areas.

7. Number of GAs:  0

8. GA Funding: $0.00

9. Major Responsibilities of GA: N/A

Statistical Profile:

1. User seating:
· at tables: 110 user seating, Mathematics Library Reading Room, library tables
· at carrels: n/a
· at public workstations: 13 user seating, Mathematics Library Stacks, 1-person desks
· at index tables: n/a
· in group study rooms: n/a
· informal: n/a
· conference room: n/a

2. Number of hours open to the public:
· Summer II 2022: 35 hours per week
· Fall 2022: 63 hours per week
· Spring 2023: 63 hours per week 
· Summer I 2023: 0 hours per week

3. Personnel:

· Alex Cabada, Interim Head, Mathematics Library  (July 1, 2022 to March 31, 2023)
· Michael Norman, Interim Head, Mathematics Library (April 1, 2023 to September 5, 2023)
· Sarah Park, Head, Mathematics Library, Mathematics and Computation Sciences Librarian (September 6, 2023- )
· Bernadette Braun, Senior Library Specialist, Civil Service, (July 1, 2022 to May 15, 2023) 1.0
· Becky Burner, Senior Library Specialist, Civil Service, (July 1, 2022 to June 30, 2023), 1.0
· D’Anne Winston, Library Specialist, Civil Service (June 6, 2023 to June, 30, 2023), 1.0
· Undergraduate student assistant wages: $15,000 (budgeted) / $15,000 (spent)

4. User Services

· Gate count: 
Fall 2022: 1,347
Spring 2023: 1,186
Extrapolated Annual: 40,520

· Circulation (from online circulation reports):
Initial loans and renewals: 2,039

· Reference interactions:
Desk Tracker (staff terminal): 464

· Presentation (from librarian statistics): 
Number of presentations to groups: 0
Number of participants in group presentations: 0

