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1. Major Activities and Accomplishments:

The Chemistry Library provides services to departments, research labs, programs and schools affiliated with the School of Chemical Sciences (Chemistry and Biomolecular and Chemical Engineering).  The School of Integrated Life Sciences, Molecular and Cell Biology, and users in the National History Building (geology, atmospheric science, and geography) also utilize the Chemistry Library due to their proximity. 

The Chemistry and Physical Sciences librarian provides collection services for the following departments based on number of faculty, graduate, and undergraduate students, and ICR generated income to campus:

	Departments/Colleges
	Faculty
	Grad
	Undergrads
	ICR Income

	Astronomy
	13
	37
	141
	$672,000

	Atmospheric Studies
	12
	67
	51
	$1,925,000

	Biochemistry
	13
	70
	293
	$1,910,000

	School of Chemical Sciences
	50
	396
	960
	$9,054,000

	Geology
	11
	43
	43
	$443,000

	Physics
	56
	388
	308
	$5,984,000

	Total
	155
	1001
	1796
	$19,988,000.00


Source:  Division of Management Information Campus Profile

The University of Illinois continues to be the new venue for the International Symposium on Molecular Spectroscopy (ISMS) after 69 years at Ohio State University.  ISMS attracts a diverse group of over 500 international researchers in physics, chemistry, electrical engineering, and astronomy. The 2023 on campus symposium took place in mid-June. This year marks the 8th year the Chemistry Library has hosted the Registration and Vendor space.  Participants utilized the study rooms to practice talks, computers and collaboration tables to finalize presentations, and having a place to interact and serve as a primary meeting space for participants, speakers and symposium organizers continues to be a focus for the Chemistry Library’s new services. 

As part of the ISMS, the Chemistry Library continues to coordinate all ISMS presentations into IDEALS.  Around 500 presentation abstracts are loaded into IDEALS with the appropriate metadata and an IDEALS handle is assigned.  They are then to CrossRef and DOIs are established and re-ingested into the proper IDEALS record.  Colleagues in other science fields, research data services have noted that these types of research and faculty interactions are important to the future of library services. ISMS symposium proceedings are indexed in Harvard ADS system.

The Chemistry Librarian continues to be involved with the International Institute for Carbon Neutral Energy Research (I2CNER) based at Kyushu University in Fukuoka, Japan.  This year a Kyushu-Illinois Collaboration Project grant from the Office of the Vice Chancellor for Research and Innovation is coordinated from the Chemistry Library for a study on I2CNER research data reuse and sharing and funding was shared with Research Data Service unit for travel to Kyushu University.

The Chemistry Library continues to serve as the new space for School of Chemical Science events. This past year the library has hosted retirement receptions, Lecture and faculty investiture receptions, Chemistry and ChBE graduate and undergraduate student research poster sessions.  These events have been well attended and appreciated by the School of Chemical Sciences faculty, students and staff.  

The Chemistry Library uses an endowment fund to support the School of Chemical Sciences Image Challenge.  A prize award of $150.00 goes to a graduate or undergraduate student member of a research lab where the published research is art of the journal’s cover art.  Spring 2023 the Chemistry Library also started to fund and host the SCS Image Challenge Award Reception to support all Image Challenge nominations and award winners.  Discussions with Director of SCS on new events in the Chemistry Library.

The Physical Sciences and Engineering Division now coordinates graduate assistants and other operational necessities in a cooperative, collegial, efficient approach for training and project development.  PSED graduate students spend time doing specific projects in the Mathematics and Chemistry Libraries. (Math will be supported during the closure and after re-opening.) This benefits graduate students in job searches as they have learned about more disciplines and have a wider variety of library management experience. 

The Chemistry Library had an increase of 20,000 gate counts for the year. The increasing usage of the Chemistry Library continues to grow with renovated buildings in the area such as the Natural History Building, Chemistry Annex and Carle Illinois College of Medicine Building. Increasing enrollments in these areas also attribute to more library usage.

2. Review of Major Challenges: 
The most significant challenge is that the Chemistry Library is managed by the subject specialist for astronomy, atmospheric studies, geology, and physics, in addition to chemistry and chemical and biomolecular engineering. The Chemistry Library has limited staff even during regular Monday through Friday business hours.  

3. Significant Changes to unit operations, personnel, service profile, or service programs:

The Library conference room continues to have new usages.  Noyes Laboratory facilities staff have regular meetings in addition to Career Services student interviews, and TA office hours.  New wireless computer and projection equipment was made during the past year and paid with Chemistry Library endowment funds.  Although Chemistry Library has 1 staff member, we appreciate the Library’s increase to the Chemistry Library’s student wage allocation to maintain the current level of hours and additional staff assistance.

4. Service to Library-wide programs: 

· Information services: 

Each spring the Chemistry Library hosts representatives from Chemical Abstract Services, for the graduate seminars on CAS library resources. 
The Chemistry Library is working with chemistry-related research groups to provide spaces and equipment for graduate and undergraduate research poster sessions.  Recommended by Chemistry Library faculty advisors and department heads.  

· Instructional services: 

	The Chemistry & Physical Sciences Librarian coordinates instruction for library graduate assistants in geology, astronomy, physics, and atmospheric sciences and is responsible for faculty liaison and training.  

The Chemistry Learning Center utilizes space in the Chemistry Library for teaching assistant and instructor review sessions. 

Parkland College organic chemistry class utilize the Chemistry Library to work on an assignment that teaches SciFinder Scholar, Web of Science, and other relevant chemistry resource tools.  

· Scholarly communications:  

International Symposium on Molecular Spectroscopy abstract load into IDEALS and CrossRef DOIs (discussed above).

The Chemistry Library is working with the Research Data Service unit to help management research data in chemistry, biochemistry, molecular and chemical engineering.  

The BTAA Read and Publish OA agreement with the Institute of Physics (IoP) implemented in 2023.  Working with IoP to evaluate OA funding for and promotion of the agreement to Illinois faculty publishing in IoP journals.

· Assessment:  

The Chemistry & Physical Sciences librarian works closely with the Chemistry Library Faculty Advisory Committee.

· Digital content creation:

Working with department heads, departmental web developers, the Chemistry Library is digitizing many historical documents such as annual reports, photographs of notable chemists, and academic family trees. 

· Staff training and development:

Trained Jeff Loftiss on some basic statistics and citation analysis foundations for a longitudinal bibliometric study of chemistry and physics dissertations.  This was acknowledged in the peer reviewed article, Mary C. Schlembach, “Doctoral Dissertations in Chemistry and Physics: A longitudinal study”, Science and Technology Libraries, 2023.  DOI: 10.1080/0194262X.2023.2208627

· Diversity/public engagement:

Began an ongoing Chemistry Library exhibit of the “Matilda Effect” – women scientists whose work was attributed to male colleagues or should have won the Nobel Prize. Examples are Lise Meitner (nuclear fission), Marjory Stephenson (microbial biochemistry), Katherine Blodgett (amphiphiles and the Langmuir-Blodgett technique), Erika Cremer (adsorption chromatography), Rachel Carson (environmental science), and Rosalind Franklin (DNA).

5. Review Progress on FY22 goals:

· Continued to integrate engineering and physical science collection development and decisions. 
· Several important SCS lectures and receptions hosted by the Chemistry Library. Ongoing.
· Hosting registration, exhibits, and online publishing and DOI creation for the 77th ISMS symposium. Completed.
· New collaboration tables and services in study space.  Completed.
· Removal of some library public terminals to create more study table spaces. Completed

6. FY23 Goals:
· Hosting new SCS lectures, research poster sessions, and receptions.  
· Hosting registration, exhibits, and online publishing and DOI creation for the 78th ISMS symposium.
· New collaboration with SCS Chemistry Learning Center Teaching Assistants utilizing collaboration tables, group study and conference rooms.   

7. Number of GAs:  0
8. GA funding:  Chemistry library endowment contributed to a PSED graduate assistant until August 2022.
9. Major responsibilities of GA: worked as one of the Physical Science & Engineering Division graduate assistants.

Statistical Profile

1.  User Seating
a. at tables: 60
b. at carrels: 13
c. at public workstations: 5
d. at index tables: n/a
e. in group study rooms: 16
f. informal: 16
g. conference room:  27

2. Number of hours open to the public:
· Summer II 2022: 36 hours per week
· Fall 2022: 76 hours per week
· Spring 2023: 76 hours per week
· Summer I 2023: 30 hours per week 

2.	Personnel
· Mary C. Schlembach, Faculty, 1.0
· Jeff Loftiss, Civil Service, 1.0
· FY23 Student Asst wage budget: $20,000.00 and Student Assistant FTE 2.5

3.	User Services
· Gate Count: 
· Fall 2022: 1741
· Spring 2023: 1696
· Extrapolated Annual: 54,992 (FY22 Annual was 34,840)
· Circulation (from online circulation reports) 
· Initial and renewal: 1059
· Reference interactions:
· Desk Tracker (staff terminal):   (extrapolated from Sweeps Week only.  Does not include librarian’s statistics).
· Presentations (from librarian statistics)
· Number of presentations to groups: 5
· Number of participants in group presentations: 169
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