
Abstract: The Mortenson Center for International Library Programs (University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign Library)
and the UNESCO Center for Global Citizenship invite you to a virtual dialogue by Champaign-Urbana (CU) residents,
who have made CU home and introduced their culinary knowledge and skills to the community. The dialogue will be
based on food culture to understand the attitudes, beliefs and practices that surround the production and consumption
of food. The focus will be on ethnic food culture which embodies our ethnicity and cultural heritage, shapes our
identity, fosters a sense of belonging, and provides a medium for communicating and engaging both within and
outside our families and communities. The session will begin with a panel discussion, then we welcome attendees to
engage by asking questions, and sharing their association of food with their identity and sense of belonging.

This is a Welcoming Week 2021 event of Champaign County: https://universityymca.org/welcome/ww21/. For more
information, please see The Mortenson Center and Unesco Center for Global Citizenship Facebook pages.

FREE Registration: https://go.illinois.edu/WelcomingWeek
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Merin Oleschuk, Assistant Professor,
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Belonging 
Begins With Us

PANELISTS:

This Welcoming Week, let's declare that
#BelongingBeginsWithUS - that each and every one of

us has the power to help others, regardless of their
background, to feel like they are seen, embraced,

welcomed, and included in our communities.

Sponsored by:

#BelongingBeginsWithUS

FOOD CULTURE FROM NEAR AND FAR: STORIES OF IDENTITY AND BELONGING
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 16, 2021; 7:00-8:15PM

Mubanga Chanda,
Chef/Co-Owner of 

Stango Cuisine
 

 Julianna Jung, Home Baker
and 2020 winner of The
Food Network's Holiday
Baking Championship

Jackie & Linda Aguilar,
Co-Owners of  El Paraiso

https://universityymca.org/welcome/ww21/
https://www.library.illinois.edu/mortenson/
https://www.facebook.com/UnescoCenterForGlobalCitizenship/
https://go.illinois.edu/WelcomingWeek

