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nle c. Wa lter and Cerda 1:\ . 

Mortenson Djstingui~hL'd I'rolessorshlp for International LibriHv I'rll~ri1rnS 

was estabhslwd thTllllgh it gift tn (h(: University of llli nlli<; Libr,lry frilln /\h 

and Mrs. \II()rt~n<;"n in lYx6 The program's goal is to create internuliunill 

cooperative dJmt!> among libraries, further intema tionall'xchang~~ of 

library matt'nilb, (:\tl' l1d the Library faculty's involvcml:nt in ml;'rnati"n,ll 

pn>grilm~. and pnmllltl' ~(holarly research and teaching. 

The inaugural C. Walter and Gerdd 

B Mortenson Dbtin~uish~d Ledure, held on the eveni ng of St.·ptember I U, 

19YO, was l·veryt lting $u( h il gala event ~hou ld be: the earl v fal l wea ther was 

fine, and the large a ud ience all rac ted to the FoeJlinger Auditorium by th e 

prospect of hearing librarian 01 Congress Jam es H. Billington was treated 

to 11 lively and eruditl: talk. The speech WilS controversia l, cau!>ing 11 bUll of 

anima ted discuo-sion for dav~ and week.s aftcrwarJ. Who wold hope for 

more on the (ampu:. of a ~Tea t university? 

The Mortenson Profv5S0TSh ip i" pleased to publish Mr. Billington's I~c t ure, 

followed by a "umm ary o t the question-and-answer session. Those who 

were pr~5elll a t llw lectu re may r~v i sit thl' issues rabed, first-ti me readers 

may fom1 their own opiniuns, and aU will, r hope, fi nJ it $timulating i\nJ 

look forwa rd eagerly to the nex t Mortenson Distinguished Lt'cture. 

Marian na Tax Choldin 

. Wa lter a nd Gerda B. MMten~()n 

[)i~ti ngu i shl:d ProfI:S:'\ lr for 

Internationa l Library Pro~rams 



The Electronic 

Eros i un of 

Democracy 

by 

Jame<; I I. Billington 

Libr,lTIan of Congress 

Libraries are the place in wh ich Ihe 

legacy of yc:;terday is brought together today to create new possibi lities for 

tomorrow. Libra n es contain the sy5ll'm~ oj commu njcation of the human 

iamil} . rhey provide people in the prc!:>cn l l h~ oppurtunity tu C(Jmmuni

calr wlLh others whom they a re not ablt> to see or talk la, wi th all those w ho 

have ~one before. 

I want to s pea k about thc deeper issues tha t beset those remarkable ins ti tu

tions a~ t lwy exbl t(lday-and Lo begin .... ith some hl~tllricaJ perspective, 

Societies a re defined in part by thei r torms oj communications, In the 

~econd millennium B.C the K(lI"ean~ II1vl' l1 ted a n a lphabet which became 

thc iuu ndrl till1lllf an independen t Korean cullUl'~, enabli ng it III ~urv i v(' 

contll1uously th rou gh wars il nd foreign occupa ti on do\o\'TI to the p rL'5cnl. 

The Koreans created a publ il culture wh ich was less al's thc tic l1 nd l:hti ~t 

th itn thl' M .lnJil r in Ch inl'~ l' culture ,lgJinst w11kh Ihl'Y h" J , 10 some l' \.ll' nt 

r('volted . Kore;m manll~cripts ~rl' lh(' oIJ(.'<;1 we hilve in lhl' Librilry (If 

ongrt'so 



Thl' in troduction by the Creeks of the fi r~t alphabet wIth VtlWl'b w,,!. an 

impo rtant ~tep, making sound s into signs, words into things. A word was 

11 0 longer just an event, but a vehic le inr ab~t rild dnd a na lytit though t. Thl' 

phonet ic alphabet activa kd the Id t hemisphere of the brain, l realing philo

~nph ic specula lkm o( a kind that pl' rmanently changed the landscape of 

human pO$!>ibility And of cour"e, a t lhe dawn of the modern age, the 

printed book really made democracy pOSSible 

11 wa~ the rejectitm of the book in Ru ssian culture wh ich doomed deTl1ona

c-y there. There wa~ not E'n'n a wTnacubr BIble in Ru;.sia n until the early 

11111eteenth century, and then it was produced by foreigners. Catherine the 

Creat, the most !i bem l, pro-book per~lln ever to ru l t~ Ru'>si a lI11til th nt time, 

ntNerthel e!.~ burned the books th il t s tooJ Oil either side of Voltaire's W(1[1-. 

in her stacks when purging her library of contaminants afte[ the French 

Revolution struc k 

An exaggera ted fear of the book in Russia led in tum to exaggerated e,-pC'(

lations of almo!.t magical deliverance by a single book- wh<1t the Russian 

sectar ians cal1('d "a Jeep book." Since dissenter.-. hoped to rejcct the ~y5tem 

lhat r" jelled books, they looked for the book th,lI wou ld pr()\'ide the banner 

tor rl!volt. SllCh votive worshiping of a single book-right down to DI/s 

K,')'ilnl-has gotten the Ru~~ian~ into considerable tnlublc Fear o t the 

magk pllwer tit "the blInk" has I'er~isled even in modern tinw~. The term 

gll/lIIoll r ~ir/' YOll may be a ware, comes from lhe term gmlllll//lr xirl in 

Hi~hland Scott b h The fCelr that there wa~ ~tlme "ort 01 teITIbic, ~pt'cii\1 

l"hMIl1 in any femille posses~ed of bOQk knuwkdge wa.. retledeu in thilt 

term, w hich h~s come to ~cquire a slightlv dlfterent meaning in our age. 

Wl'!:>tern man, coming (lut ur the Dark Al;;e~, went through fnur "uClL'»,..ivl' 

!>tagl's in .,h"nng \ il lues and communica ting inlorma tion and knowkdge. 

Fir,.. t came the l11<lnu"cript lLJ ltu r~ bil~l'd (1 11 litllTgic,ll l "n~\.I.,gl·, t r,ll1~rnllll-d 
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by hanJ ,:opying and Ilr,lllt'ctunng. This cu lture wa~ built around the 

ciassro(lll1 and catechism 01 tht! medil'val r(llll'~W .111d reprl'~en!t'd tIlt' unl 

\'l'r!>ill Lhri ~\t'ndllm Ih.11 gil\e cli lwrenCl: tll Western f.ufL1pean civalizilll(ln 

up to th t' Jifteenlh Cl'nturv _ 

~\.'lllnd C,ll1lt..,the pTll1tl'd hl,"k ,1I1J Ihe bllok ..:ulturl' . This invoheJ llot 

liturgical bu t vcrna,'ula r Lll1~Ut1gl" tlK 'lIltun' W,h tr<1l1smlttl!d nllt s(,much 

hy the medi~'v.l1 wllege 1lS bv schools ,md a..,lJemil'~ ul1llt.'r ]('(,11 prillcl'~ , 

Jacilit ,lting th e coll~ulidt1tiun 01 "t:'cul.H power Il:rri toriallv delined . lts cuI · 

minil ti ng in~titllti(lna l l rcation in the t'arly nll1t'1l'(.'nth (l'lltU!) was a new 

tIP" of stille uni\'ersitv, beginning in Cenn.lllV that IViI'i built MIIllnd thl' 

libra!) i1nd the laborato!)' riltht'r tha n the calt'chism Jnd the da"srolml . 

The third culture oj comll1ulllcatioll WiI;, tht: jnurnaJi!>tiC, m.' .... clIllure that 

Jro~e in the mld -nmeteeJ1th lentury and was based on the pl'rilluic rrt'~s 

more than the book II dT\'"l' (IUt \If h ,gh-~peL'd prinll11g, cOn1l1ll'rc-ial adver

tis ing, and high-add paper illl ur wh id1 "ppearl'u at "buut thl' ~i1T11e tlnk. 

nlis culture hl!lped con~oliJate the nl!W pn~sibilitie" opened by Ihe 

Industrial Rl'\"lllutlll1l (or rcadll ng a timdv Il1i1SS audiencc Its charadcristil 

in ... tit utilll1 \\,)" nllt 111l' nwdic\al (ollegl' III' the nwdl-rn re"eJrch univer!>ltv 

hut the publi c school wstem ;lIlt! th(' daily IlI'WSpapl'r 

The tlJurth Jnd latl's t lu lt uTe tll '\'hich Wl' MI:' nlll\' trymg tel ,1dlu~t '" the 

l.'Iectrunic cul ture, based on the audio\"i~ual ml'Ji.l and in~tantilm'l)u", dJta 

trim~mb"llln ThIS lulluTl.! trcll1",cnus thl national and Itngui ..til" barril'r... 

w hich had I'r,'\'it)u~ly bl't'n slTl'ngthened by till' l:ulture:. (II pnl1t. The ((\111 

pul.t'r is the badge o j the el iit..' l' ll'ctrOlliL ,u\turL', I\'hill' tL'l t'v!.,i, lTl provides 

<In eicctn.ni.:: cu ltun' tor the ma>oses. Televi5inn tend,. tll t,II'OT image, incan

tation, .1I1d l'nwlllll1 lI Vl'T l umlll.1tive and ~l:lfuenti,ll thought, d isaggrt'ga ted 

nih OT "bvtl~~" of in lurm,l liol1 (lv~' r 5vl1t hl'li( ,1 11J cnhL'rl'n l I-.l1uwleJgl". 
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The prublen1 that we tace in America tod.lY i~ lh,ll the prinLipa l mass puhlic 

meulum lur cummunkatlon-tl'levl~inn-b not in "yne with the principa l 

mas~ publil institutiuns fur trillllJl1g lhl;' mind tlw SLilI10\ sYstem , 

Tdev I~lon works 'l~ain<;t thl' scho,,1 SVS[(,ffi This w,,!' not thl' cilse in earlier 

da~'.. Tlwrl;' WilS, to bl' sure, a kn~llIJ1 between Jllcl~' Journalism and thl' 

elltl' hook culture, but both wef~' pnnt-ba,ed, hoth rL'ljuil'ed mental effort 

ilnd both were ultimately based on the same v(llue system, 

In thl! agt! ulth(' n~'I\' l'I, 'ctn1nit: (uiture,tlw main institution tllr training the 

bes t minds-the lIn l \ ' er'ltie~-art! no longer transmittmg values that 

pnlVide Luherenle and di~clpline for the broader ~o .... iety Th b W.1<; 110t thl' 

lao;e ill th(' prl'ced ing pl'riud when mass i()urnali~m built 1111 ilnd Tt'inforccJ 

Ihe values of the prccedmg boo\.. culture. The kev jOllrnab which brought 

ma~" J{lurnalism tl.middle-c1ass Amt'nc;t 11) ,l l1(W way , dunn~ thL' 1920s 

and I930s-Ji\..e Tilll',' magazine Clnd its ynun~l'r sisll'r II/i'- -prujt'cted the 

j'fe!>bytcrian values L,f l lenrv Luce, their h,unJer, who tried in :1 certain 

seculilf filshioJ1 to transpose those mto his magilzine~. Ilis co-founder, 

Hnhln li,lddl'Il , i1dlkd il "lassie,,1 Sl!n,e of dr.lma and Iht! invl'rted ,(l1t,'l1l(" 

of Vlr~tliiln pTll<;e, One renwmbl'TS Wnlcutl Gibb., lsking, "Where it will 

end , knlll""; LlJd ," Yel, lillie"'" va lues I,,'rl' bils,'d l'!1 l'idsc;ical ,mu ( hrisli.lI1 

m(.KI.'b, alld ~l1 thL' bTl'ak With trc1ditJon \"il~ nul i1~ ,hilrr thell il~ what the 

L'll'(tro\1t( culturc' hiI', pr(ldlll:L'LJ 11\1\\ , 

Thert' arl' ~\lnll' (alb IH" \ 1m thl' hbr,If\' of tomurn1\\' to adart Il~l'lf t"tall\' 

t(l the Ill'W electronic culturl'-rejL'dmg all previo1Js lihrary trildltioJ1 ilnJ 

m,lking the librarY inlu ,1 ~eniLe ratlll'f than., piau:, Ih COl1lell t ~ Ml'C$Wn

tlil ll y nnitnl', II is dl:-.cmbud i~d in all but a ~milll clnd vl'stlgiili sen'>c from 

i1ny ph) ~i"ll hKdtillJl 

A model fo r thl' hltllTl' 1111ght b~' sltnll'thmg like till' Clliuracio Alliance (It 

l{('<.l'MLh Libr,lI'ies ~latewide "y"km, whICh ,tlllI\\" ,IJ1Y"lll' ill the ~lJte ,,11(1 

4 

has a computer ,1Ild it muciem ,)(cess to Iistin)1,s of morc' thiln35U,UOU article" 

from more thiln 7,Oilll rl'nocllCi'l ls held bv the miljor r.'searrh libr.lri,,~ in 

Culorauc', The issue>. come to il central location, are processed onlin(' 

overnIght for word seiHches 0 1 articlc title .. the next ddY, ilnd .He utherwlse 

nrg<lniLed for eil'ctronic retnl'vai. In this model fur the librMY of tllmllrfllw. 

its mic;sion become!> ont! (,f ~imf'ly lTeatin~ diltd banks and providing fair 

.K(~'S'; to t1wm. 

J doubt, howc\er, that the computl'T Clnd televblllll will ever completely 

~upp lant the book ilnd juurnillistic cultu res that prc,'eded it- tur at lea,t 

three rea~on~ , 

The lif!'t rl'il~Dn is historical. OIW cllmmunicdtitl/1~ tl:'chnl,I, 'g} rardv direct

ly SUpplilllts allo th"r, Onl' Cdn ob:;ervt', for example, the ((lmetlack (If radin, 

which wa<; supposed tolw wmpletl'ly llutmoded bv televisiun, The ~eco/1d 

reason is institutiunal. I Ji)1;hl'r l·ducatil'l1 in Amt'ri(., is ~(l rwtoundly COll 

ser"allH and SCI committed to the cu!tUrl' ot print thilt it i5 ulllikdy tn adapt 

tutally to lhe new e lectronic .uiturc. The third reason is moral. The sur

vival uf our klllJ ,.1 uemoCTacy relllJ\fl:'~ the kind (If active mind that the 

pnnt culture produces il!1d lhat the tl'll,,'bilfn 'pectalor habIt dot'!> 11l1t. 

rhe conlrL1lling clement in IhL e1t'c tronit. nlltun' b tl'l"vlsion, not IIll' t-om

ruter And Ihis represent!> it threat (If pas:-.il'ity tha t (,Ill block the dkctiw 

fUlldioning ut an active C1tllenry that our democracy n'qllires, 

Both \lUI' ~'Jueilliona l and poli tical in~litutilJn~ ,11K! trilditilJJ1S arc IIllPl'riil'd 

I)\'l'r the long rUIl, 

Thl' rl',11 'lUI.'"tioll tor the tutur." ho\\,('ver, may bl' nl.l whethef book culture 

WIll ':Ilntin ul' 10 flpun!>h, bu t whether the value'S thilt und.'rlie print culture 

wil l be retained, Will till' univl'r,i tY-l'dllLalcd l' lik pr,)viJt, the broadl'r 

~<lcil' t\ With a full variety ot opinioll ,)nd aeces~ ihi1 ity to iJ1t"l l i~lbll', 
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rl, ll:v;)nt Jnforrrl,llIon? fhe"e needs have been hbtorically pnl\-iued by 

hbrMle.., Jnd ny gl'l1l'm l inll'n'..,t jUUrIlol J.." hlth "I which ilTe, I think, in i1 

meaSll re o f trouble in our socidy todilY. I cnnsider it by no meiln~ cl'rlJln 

[belt eJtlK'r ti l tlw!>\;' "i l1!>l it u 11011" lOf accl'''s'' 1\ Ji I pn'villl i 11 ,\ 1l1erk.l 

1 he Ubr,)ry Ll i ((Ingress hils had tWl, lvl' n,ltlllnal forums ilround Ih l 

(OUnITY in L'lmnedilll\ wIlh (1\11' rl'l'L'nl L'xlt'n~i\'c rt'lIl'gill1il'illilll1 . Thb h,l~ 

L:tkl'J1 me inll' n1l't'ting~ with .1b.)ul 1l1,(111rJ peuplc from the Iibrctrv and inlur

million COm1l1Ulllty around the country. One picks up a lilrming ~tati~t1Cs 

this way aboullibrary cl,lsmgs. I W,lS t(lld III Califllrnid, for Jnst,1I1ce. that·lO 

percen l of ~e l1\l(\llibTarie.., in the .,tiltL h,ll'(' hl'en cl\l~ed in the l,lSl deLalh<, 

I\'hl'n I11Me thall \Ill percenl ul the ~(hnols in Calitorni<l havc acquired 

VCRs. Tht' fel'\ )'il'nerd l purro!'>c m,lgazines Ihat on(l' "ought to (ol1n'} (ul

lme11 new~ in Idl1)!;uil~e intelligihil' III the lay publi( 111\ Il)nger conVl'~ llw 

kind Il f ~Ub~t,1I1(l' lh.1 1 Ihe back ~ellill l1 "'"1 TIIIII' and Nl'll'<;lI't'L'k ll~('d lu 

convev. Now , it is all "lifE'-slylc" and "peuple" :-"0 ol1e ~l'('ms olbk 1(1 

i'lrrcst Ihee gl'nl'r(l\ trend in b(lth educatil)11 i1nd rubh~hmg tllward "'pl!cidl

IIcd mark,'t niches, rather thilI) articul,liing f(lm1l1"tl I'alues l,r (,\'l'l1 a 

minimal. commnn, linguis tic cu lt ure , "Narr(llVca~ling " h.l~ n:p l~cl'd broad 

cast ing in tIll' radio and cable tcll'VISlOn mi'lrket~. 

There' is c1 I11c1Tked ,wL'r<;i(ln in thl' wnrlds fit buth the media ,1nd hi~hcr eLlu 

c,ltion toward the on ly hbtuTlcilily prove'n " lIuru.! of Vi1 I11e" thilt cOl11milnd 

broad allq;iilnce in till' [,('pu1,lt i(\11 il~ a 1..\ hlllc--n,lmt'ly, religiun , Till' 

.ln Lirelig il1us l, j ~1' th ,) t 11",- bl'(.·11 "II(1wt.'u hI embed i l ~e li ill our m"jur intd 

kc tuJI in slit u tion~ I~ ( 111 1..' 0/ the most prollllmd and l\C'gkckd phen(lmen" 

in the hi~ht'r I'U uca tiona I "<:l'l1e , There I\d , an inlere,ting pul l a flow year, 

ag" "f ll'adl'r~ uf the teh:\' i,iun mJ LI'itry wh ich ~hll\\,L'U thilt ':J3 peTCl'n t ll! 

the people in It'il'vis ion had it relIgious upbringill).; but I h;) t the ::.all1e p,'r

Cl'ntolge (not n l'le~~'1rily Ih" 0,,1nw rl'upld prnll'~f>('d 11 0 cl1 Tft'nl <l( ti v~' illll~ 
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gidllll' 10 ,'ny re'ligiltn There i~ dearly d pwfound gnp betw,'cn t1w \'<1lue!> 

. If tho"e w ho coni nIl communications ilnd the vallll'~ 01 the AmeriC,lI1 

people a~ ,1 wholl' . CompdTed til nt izl'n, in "Ihl'r "d\,an.:ed industrial 

d emncfflcics, Americans h il\'e su~li1ined a higher percentilge of prufes!>ed 

religlou" belie!. 

~(!, theTe i ... a discl1l1lwcteJnl'ss be tween, lln the 011e hdnd , lhe inte ll ectually 

~l1pl 1! ~tllilled P'!11P'" Whll controlllllT communications but ;'ITe inLii i leren t or 

ho"lilt' tll our reli~illU:; herita~e and, un thl' \Ithl..'r hand, the Jncre<l~ing 

numberul l)rJlI1nry people whl..l an~ ajienntL'd from intelleLtua l training hul 

mcrf!a~inglv intensL' in thei r religious alfirmallul'b , I his kind Ll/ pll lMlIa

tion ha,> ... t'rH1LI~ ImpheJtion". Shared \(lllle~, in ~()me t>f!I1"e, dd'inl' "ocietil'S 

<lilt! ,ullllre~ thaL cndurl' They ~ rei\te a .:ontE"l.t in "hkh wherenl r.:ummu

nication (an u(cur. Jf ~hared wllue;. are l1ll t alt iT1lled 11'0111 withm , they will, 

hi!'ohlry Il' lb U5, e\'entuailv bc imposed from wi thout , 

A conl1l(t be tween ,111 inlt'lk,'luill dill:, Imt iricd with (lllnputl'r"a IlU not 

(l)J1(l'rI1l'd WIth murall,sue!'o, and nrdlllilrv peoplt" lixa tl'd un moral is':>UI'S 

bul not Clll1CL'rnl'd with lhl' hit' (lIthe mind, will nol IdLllil ilLl the "UT\'I\,al ()l 

our Ul'll1(JCTalY SUPPI',l' 1\'<' WlIUlld up with iln dectruni..: elile, drivl'll by 

pnKess ~nJ ,1I1illvsis, u11lfied bv netwI)rking, dehydr,1tl.'d lIf l'motillil iI" well 

.1<, I..:llll\idIOn, O\l'TI'pmpen...ating ihl.'it mille ml'dmm ottl'levi, iun thal it 

,Te,lle., fur IhL' tn,l'>Sl''i with an emlltilmell bllmp,'r (il r uf I ioll'lKe, sex, ilnd 

sheer manic alliyitv that dL'rali~ L'I'erv train 01 ~•. 'r illlls Ihuught. Tde\i... i()Il 

hil~ .lln.'.ldv ['<'cum!..' ,) J1"Tm ::'l'ller, rL'pl.King LIlL' educatiollal system ;'IS wd l 

,1~ thl ehurLh . II .. dfl,rt i... nllt undl'r,llII IJ b} I11.my , llPt il lTou ntabk Lu ,111\ , 

Thl>; n,·" ,llltl. ultuTe "ll'iL" tront, norm 'l'tting hel ....1(cl'icr;lted ,111 .,l.1nnlll)!; 

Irt'nd in An1l'ril.l 10 rt'p1.1Cl l1111ral \.-lI ue~ with ,le, llll'tic one" . partICularly lJ1 

politiCS, WI..' IlOW ~t'l' pulitlL" ,b .1 "pUl\l'r g.ll11e" ,l11el tunl, till till' .-Illlrl'llg

rwpln "I the gdnw r,1lht'r th,1I1 '111Ihl"lIb~l.lIllL'I .t p"lilY It:t OIlonl' p(lhti.:~ 
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.1S il moral art, a!> the founding faU'L'rs saw it "Bread ant.ll'ircu~(·"" j, Ihe 

electronic Im:dhl recipe, for the maS~5-il prolection ot fundamentally 

pagan and il ntidemocra tic valul's , 

Some people belieVt' thai al l this can be Tndde wmpatibJe with detnl)CI(l("y 

ellld t h ~ t thl\~(, whu are no t ahle 10 dc-al with Ihe IWW l'lertroniL media will 

nev",r theless get data ~tamps along, prc~umablv, wi th their rood stamps, 

lht' thuu)!;ht doc::. nut chcrr me great lv . 

For, whatever its other virtues, the computer does tend in the shorl rWl , to 

heightl'n inequality, B(1ok; tend to ]ower inequality, 10 create il certain 

"'quality of llppurtunil} once unt: gets t(1 the thre~hold of literacy Butthc 

compull'r, because of the bulk, the eXpenSl!, the prob lem that ilcces~ pO~l' ''' 

provides certain ad\ 'anta~es, at least imtlally, to thoOot:' with more education, 

acce,:" ;md wealth, 

The electronic culture of blip> and bytes increasingly rcpresents (it vou 

hstt'n to the l('mmerciab, \~'h iL h art' It'chniLall} Lht' bL'St th ing on telev ision) 

,I sl1umhcape uf reversion 10 animal fDmls o f cllmmunication. Man lose'> 

his reasonc1bleness based on the articu la te usc of language . Man. when he 

drift:, lntu inca ntation, reverts back to pack b,:'havior, When he 1I5e~ Ihe gift 

l\' langu"ge, he m()vt's fonvard tu lal' and rationality raL her than bacl-ward 

in lo irratiol1,)1 allegianLt: 10 arbit rary authority , 

The ell'lironic dill' \. lI lturl' in lhl' long rUIl clluld fav" r thl' di~ciplinl'd 

ClInfucian-based soci,}1 ;;tr-uctun'~ uf Fa..:;l A~ia, which are a lready pn)\'ing 

~upen(lr in many il rea~ 01 produdion. The~L' ~ocleheOo cou Id he mure com

pclllblt: in thl' long rUIl with .lll'adl'r"h ip n.ll'll1 "l'un'ly l'1<'clnll1k (u ltllTl' 

th,)n \\'puld pur kind of demllcr.ll:)' , w hich grew SlI intimille l\' l'ul ()l IllL 

print culture (lj lilt' Western wl)rld . Ind<;ed, by ibell, the mJlldlt:~~ advann' 

Ilf M l ulll'\<lmined uncontruJkd l'h2l: t nllli~ c-ulture clluld pl1int tlll'\ilrd ,I 

morl' aulllllr ilMian An1L'ric.1 , 

tl 

Bul globilllrl'llus may milKL' the A nwri ,"a 11 cxp('rience, Jl1l!.'>sy and cunfu...ing 

as it is, mort;' relevant to world developments than peupk reillize. I he litcr

<ttt;' hook culturl', whICh hils IwC'n so ll'ntral lu ra~t Am~'ril"an t'xpt'rit'nce, 

mav be increasingly relevant to thl' lu ture of a world which is in lllillW 

wavs increasingly imitative 01 Amencilll models, Con::.ider the remarkable 

chdngt's uccurring in Ru~~icl and lltherpart:-. (1£ Ea:-tern Europe. Perhilrs 

Ihere has been an underl'~limal ing nf the l'xten l 10 \\ hkh the broiluer ;lIld 

more pluralis tic e'pericncc of th is country may be relevant 10 a p luralis tic 

and multicultural wtlf ld, Ours b il wmld in which l'\ 'OIUtil1I1 i!> replacin)'; 

Tevo lutinn a.. the prderred pallern fnr change ,}nd I hI.' "()tlrce l)f Icgitima

cv-('volution towilrd democracy, not revulution leildin~ back to dlc tator

~hip 

Demo(faev grew oul of the booI- culture. lJook;, loster /rt'Cdom With 

dlgnil v BOllks cnnVrnlv Tath"r than cot'rce . BUllb aTt: affordable, p(lrtwble, 

vMied, ilnd cre,lte the possibility o f one'~ (\\\n Ilbrary il;, we ll as a broader 

Clll11l11Unitv mh in il public library. JI' it democracy an idea is to be 

pursued through many books, ra ther than simplv through one or two tha t 

MI' IJl1li/.ed ,1S the (t-ntiljnl'r~ llf ,111 wl~J,'m 

It i!> n~J1lilrkabk tha t the Congress o l lhc United Sta tt'o. should havc been ~o 

mtimately linked w ith the bllok (ult-ure from thl' bcginnin~ , 111(' fir",! 

lllel'ling of Ihl' Cpl1Lim'nta l Cungr",;< in 1774 occurred in Phi ladel p hia In a 

library bui Jdmg and began by dt'bilting bllrrowing privill'ges. When thev 

bui lt " new ldpttc1ltn W(hhtngtl,n, tlwv lreatl'd d I ibrLl rv nt (\lngTe5~ bullt 

,\fl)ul1d Jdfl'rSo11'!> own library a nd thl' principl,' lli uniVI'T::.'lltly kffl'r!>lln 

told tlWI1l lha t tlll'rl' was no sub)l'd un whic.h a Il')~i~btur (,t t hl~ republi, 

111lght 11l,t have nl'ed tl ' bl' prtJp"'rly inlormL'd justifying even then. lor ,\ 

sm.l IJ, <tgrarioll1 \l11l'rKo1 . till' 1I11i\ l'r;.ill,olkdl('llllf I-nowll'dge. 

l J 
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LibrMi.l'<; and bm,k" w,'rl! reallv lhe ha~i~ lor Iib~raJ learning in Western tnl 

di lion. Books ~ave a Cert,lln coh~n:n'l': they were '>l,tectlvl ,lIld Jnlt'ljrativt' 

,)llbe ~ilnw 11I11t'. Libr.Hles provided " vMil'I)' 1)1 «()l1erence, . Both illl 

m'l'ra ll pl ur~lism ilnd inlt'n~e l v individual tTains oj thrJ\I)?;hl wert' preserved 

in the classic library . This was partlctilMI) lrul; ilS the great publIC libra!) 

~yskms laml' II1tl' bving 111 Aml'nc,l in the lale nindwnlh century and 

bl'lp,'d IrilIlSp'bl: Jl'Ill\lCracy tr um its rl'lat i"t'lv h()mtogem'"u~ fast COils t 

b,lSl' to <Ill entire ll1uilil'thnic ancl multirulturill umlJnent. 

011\' "f lhe ll1aj()r wl",<' 01 t ho~(: eiH!V public !lbrarit'~ WilS thilt oj olfering 

"ecund-c h.:mce pOSSIbilities . L<l11d-grilnt ul11vl'r~ities ilnd cull,,~(:'s wt're 

~lmult0nel1u~ly beIng ~d up ilround hbrdril'~, (on the GeTmiin ul1i\'l'r~'ly 

mlldd That ( uming tugptheT' 'Iland-~rilnt uni\,l'r~ilil's with I hr' pubhl 

libr<1rV ~vs l em rc.:tlly ml'anl that Aml'ricil was proViding opportunities 

ilround thl' country tor eVeryul1L' 10 enler the pmdUt.:thc mainstream Tltl' 

pubh( library sy~tt'm~ In lhb Uluntr\' , d~ Carnegie dnd "lhl'T', envi"itllll,d 

r"dll~ ~I'rvl'J to pm\',J~' "n ,1Ikrn.1tiVl' !l'ilrning ellvlrunmenl a t " tim!' 

wlwn, ,omparl'd with n(lW, it WilS not <I~ ca<>\· for pl'opll' tu ,lttcnd lInJ\ l'rSI 

tiCS. 

Incidentally , the Llbrarv oj Congress IS trvmg to ~hilt ~LlmL' "t th(b'" \Jlue> 

nl thl' 'lkkr b,)nk Lu itufe intLl till: nl'\\ t'ieclwnlt ,1IItLtn' thfllu~h it pWJL'd 

.. ,II IL'd "Allll'rican Mell1ory" Thi~ will replililt\: eil'ctmnic'lllv I"r otlWf 

librdTies ~(lI11L' ur the be~t unique manuscript and i1UdIO"isUill matenals on 

Anll'ric.;n hi~tor\' tmm th .., I ibmr\" ot Longrl'~s ~(llk·di"n~ . 

The LibraI'). I'J ClmgrL'SS lJ\\'I1S tlw largest collectlDn ot AI11I;f1Call dllL'1I11ll'n 

tar\' phllhlgr,Jphs, m,l\ il·~ ...h"l'l mLl~h p(l~tl'r~, )'\)lItll..1I L ilrtO() n~ . 111;1]'''', 

,JIIll,lJhll~, ,111.1 ,I I".lril'ly of "t1ll'rl'\tr,lllrdin,lrY tiling', including tIll' r<lp...r~ 

of ,1 m,ljuril\ Dr pre"idl'nts 01 II\\:' Ullltl'd Sl"tl'~. '\ I"l I' ,1mount III It "illlw 

.1\ .l tlabk in dbk i.'llll [()r till' U'l oj til( libr.nil'" I i1rllllg i1lJLI I till' (('untn , 

1I1expell,1\c1y i1 nJ in such a W<ly 111ill it wi ll repr~t'nl b(lth a permam'nt 

.ldditiulltlllil'riHi,·., and " u..abk \ 'l 'hiLll' lOT teaching pUrpl\"I '~ . Une will be 

i1ble to in ll'T<lc l with this m,lleriill, pwv id1l1g the (!I~ctronic (!ljlll\"lil'llt ,ii 

browsing and IIi mil"in!' chol(:<'!'-. II it> fm thl! i1ctiw mind, nllt fur ctollch 

pIlla tDt'S. 

But inshmtancnus i1nd tl!lhnologic,ll unifo rm it) in electron ic media dnes 


Ill't re"lIy u lll fy pel1ple. Thh i ~ 1)lll' ul th\: gre.1l iIIu~ i\t ns 01 our technolugl 


cil l determinists. One 01 the unique features uf Ihe p rint (UltUTl' was thtlt i t 


gilH' Vl:"rn~cu t.1T cu Ilures-IIKa I ethnic Tt'hgHlus gnlu rS-,l chance 10 define 


thl'ir own identity and t(l e'\prt'ss thel1lse!\,l's Ihrough language . 


Inll're ...lingl~, 111 th i~ incrcilsingly elcct mn ie age, therL' is a TeSll rgl'nce 01 lwn 


things thaI mallY 01 our ~"lial :-C1l'ntlsb repeatedly ~l'l'm to think arl' van


i~hinF\ 


first of all, there 15 iI r('surgenet' ot l'thnk and nittiun<ll iJl'nlities Fvery 

inLlindual (lI ltUTl' \'Vant~ to e);,prc,,~ ibdf,ll' be ihelf. That l'xpn"..siol1 

Il(LUr~ in Ihe \'<-'rnalular art and cu lture, partiLulclflv in Ihe li terature thL' 

plll'trx, the language. the tales 01 ethnic groups. Thc'se I;'xpr l"s~ion~ c,lnno( 

be quanlltll'd fllr datil bi1l1"~; thev ~peak not 01 whitt l!o nlll11L'ric'al and 

ulll iorm abou t .il l people but "boul thillg~ lhal Me wrbil l and dl~tIlKti\'e 

dboLlt indi\ iJu,~ l peopk. 

Ihl'fl')<; ,,1"0 a return uf Ihl' ....l(rl'd ;,oml'lh ing Ih... l'!L'ctnlOll t:lltl' Lu llurL' i ... 

n,n"l.lntly l11i~~in~ . 111 t Ill' ]"st d(!L'ildl', Liwrc were lour grmt ullexpl'ded 

fl anges in th", world whiL'h IMcl onL' (0111111(111 ingredlt'l1l-an unt'xpertl!d 

n:,urgl'nll~ ur rt'llglllJ1 in till' mudern \\ llrld . Thl'rl' were the ri -;e til 

~o l kj.i rily 111 f'l1l .1 nd-,1 J1H'S t pno\pundly pr"phelic phenomenon in tlte 

commu nist wllrld-a lld t h~' r i" ..., llf KIHl1lwinl In Iran, h., rblJ1~l'r () I thl 

1~1"mll fund.lllwnt"libt 1110\'l'nwnt. Tlwre ha\"l~ .lis\) bl'l'n Illl' n ...~' l,f Ih., nL'W 

rl' li ~ilOu~ right in this cutlnt.-\', IIlt,'lly un.1Ilt,clpilled bv thl' Ill'W'" nll'Ji ,l , .Ind 



a rise o f a new kind (If left in I ~tin Americ;l , ba~l'd al<'l1 on rt!iigion CInd lib 

era tion tht!lIlogy 

So \, hetht!r it I~ lett or right, one rl'li~iLlu" community ,II' another, we 

repeated ly finu J rc~urg"J1(t~ tJf the ~,KrL'J along with a rediscovl'rv l)1 

na tiona l and ..Ihni, idcnt itit.>" Sometiml''> thl' \w\ ) ll\'l'rlilp, EVl'rYOIll' \"ant!> 

Itl be himself or herself-not simplv an interlhangcable part in a uni\,l'r~t! of 

e lectronic: unif()m'ltiE'~. For thal rl'i1!>on a5 wl'll. tht;> I\merican experit'ncc 

w ith its trilditiun 01 pluralism may be newly ..lnd uniqut' ly relevant to the 

hroader world. 

TIle culture Df the word ~Uffl'T~ iwm l'vt'r loild and giVL~ blrl h to a desire to 

simplif\' . The f ihrarv oi Congres~ rpc('ivc,> 31,000 items ~ day , The rt!-,>pun

.;ibilily %ur ~electi\)n otficcrs b \'l'ry great because wp can keep lllllv 1i,[JI)Il 

o r 7,OOU of thl'se thing'>. Ouro; j, a pa rticularly heavy re"ponsibility bCCilLl~l 

thl' Library 01 C(\ngT(>s~ is, in man v ca-'>es, \1llnldnit} '<; replJ~jt(lry of la::.1 

r~~()rt If an item is throwll out, it is oJt~n denied to lu tu re genc'rat ions 

O ne gene'ration can never b~ ,ure whilt the nex t WIll need. 11 the Librarv of 

Congress hilU nut colll!ded (lbscurl' eph"'mera trtml emigre!> ranllllg on Ih0 

fringe:,. 01 Pari5 in the' earl\' seventies, Ameriril would nut h,1\'1: had Ih,' be~1 

collection of Khomein j'~ material <lnvwhere outsiUt, of fran, Tudav's 

ephemera may be tllmOITl)\\"'; nldnlfe,tt ), 

Thl! eternalclu~tllll1 Ihat t h~' humanistsl<lced when they were fir~ t produl

ing books b ~ti ll valid , '\'en \',: ilh the Ircm\'ndous proli feration 01 inlorma

lion: HClW is inlormil tion WIlI'ertcd in t" kllllwleLigd Dl'moc-raC')l h.,~ to be 

"nt)wlt'd~e-babed . L lhr.1nan~ are human mediators 0\ kl1(lwledgl' ilnu 

information . Tlwy can, mureOver, imrart to :,dlOlar tlnd statesman alikl' IllL 

human qU11i1 tV (1J wisuoll1, whidl tl'nds III gmw up M11lmg t lh)~L' Ill dl It\'t' 

with bllok.., . Wi!>dom i" n qua li tv 111 pl'Opil' ",hp l ivL' .1rl l lJJld bllOks, bL'C,lU~L' 

I ~ 

hooks are inheren tlv humanizing in way., that thl' n .. w te(hno!l )gie~ h<lv.; 

no t yet pro\'l'n themsl' l ve~ tll he_ 

l ibrariano.; are d rt'ill'll keepl'r~ d'> w,' 11 a!> gatekeepers . Bouk~ J.re' thl' 

guard ians 01 mel'llory, of the angui.,h, d~ well a,:> th" aspiratIOns ;lIld 

ae'hicvement~, of those who have gllnl' before Tht' fuunder of Ha!>idic 

Judaism ha!> !>aid Ihat "exile is cau~l'd by lurgettulness and the bC'ginn ing of 

redemption is memory ." If on", ;,ecks deep, individua l human reac ti ons, 

\,.. itne;,ses from the past arc betler th,1n talking head~ in the presl'nf. In 

develllping idea!> thn-ugh d l akl~ue with other li ving peopk, there ,1rt' 

always game~ going ')O- plllitirs, rsychodrama, showmanship, who can 

talk the fastes t. But <I lone with , I book, the only limit is ()ne'~ Imagindtion. 

One is not bound by someone else's picture on a television ~cr('en , 

Everv book is both th~ produlillf human bl:ing" with whom line ha;, some

Ihing in common J il a the expression 01 soml: other uniquL' per~ol1 writing 

in unrepealable drcum~tance" , Unhkt' Ihe !cacheI' who explain:;, ur th" 

librarian who labels, the b(lok itself give,> no an~wt?r, . 11 on ly gi\"(~s rise to 

yue!>tiol1s, It b~ckons us to both mastery ilnd mystery , lt challenge~ the 

rl'adt'r both III mcl::.ll r enough (I I th~' material 10 undersland the lreated 

objec t and, at I hl' ~:tmo: tll1lt', tll sen~e !>lIl11cthmg of the n1V~tery of till' writer 

who created it-and ul timately of ('fea ti llil itself. 

Readin~ is a form ()J rl~('re,l t il.n th,lt ltterally involvl's recreation. II indeed 

thl' ~I!cret 01 redemption is 1l1l'mmv, li brMie~ ~rl' the playing lables on 

\\ hiL!'I!fll' finJ~ Ira!,ml'\1t~ oj the ~ccrl't: IXlrt" \If tlw l osmi.: j i g~a\v punic. 

1:c1~h piL'cl' acqu irl's mOTe beaut\ and " u gg<.'"t~ mme l.rUcr ao. It IS fitted in 

with othL'r:.. 0""1 a IiJelimL', \,',\,h pl'11>l1n to somc Ul.'grl'C sl'L'ks t(lll1,]-.ll'r 

the art l)l li tting thIN.' pien's t(l~dhl'r. TlwfI.! IS an ll1tl'raction with thL' 

b(Il.b thl!!1bdvl!s which lL'ilS,'., uu t th.,ugllh from sihmcL' ,1nd .,I,.\\,,> timL' 

down til fall' l1lystl'r~ . 
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Librari,'" ilrl' iI link ill 1I", hUOl,ln .. hitlll Ihat ,,' Illllll'ri!- wlMt h.lpr"'I1l'd vl';.kr 

d,lY with wh,)! might tilke pI ,1(1.' lOlllllITOW . [vl'rYOllC nceds liv ing connL'V 

tilJl1<; \\ ilh pi\~t I:'xperien(L' ilnJ al hi.:v('ml.'nl thl' way mountilln climbers 

nl't;'d iI liklim:. TIlL- gulden JlIlk i, m"'nmry, whidl. a,> the rabbi "tdtl:'d, J..el:'p;. 

u" fwm exilc and points to rcdemplillll , 

Of course. the ulti mate aim 01 humilnbtic I.:XplOfcltion b attaining th\! 

mastery of sell needl'd 10 enh,mce the mystl'rv 01 crl'alion, If those who 

prt'~er\'l~ and tran~mit the past an.~ to act as guides for (ltller~, they must 

Jearn tll s\('el' bv the ~tar~ and n(lt Ju~t by WnVl:'ntlonil l m,lpS, Truth i;.lhe 

North Star, the guide to <111 e"pl orcl t ion~, The pursuit 01 truth IS Ill\? higl1l'~t 

form of tlw pursuit ot h'lppinc5~, ilOU 11 may be the 5Url'st wav to protcct u., 

fTnm lhe pur'iuil of ('<1l11 other in a time pf growing ph\sica l ilnd t'wnomic 

limits, where tIlL' hori/ons ul treeJllm c(ln "til l remam infinik. 

LibrilIio:'<; arc' thl! bcl~e (amps I'm thl' pur~uit tit truth and fpr m'w dbC:llVl'ry 

in rhe inllJrmnliol1 ilgl' , 

In il linw (If rapidly Lh.lI1hil1~ tl'lhl1(.lugil';', thl ... ,ld\l'nture (It lL'clrl1lng mu:>! 

be continuous tu prep,lr.... U' for perh'lps I\\'11 llr thrl' l' gl'lwTatil11l" III' dlilllge 

il1l'\'l!rv pl.'f~lln'~ liJdm1c, Librarip; arc in a uniqu\!!\ li\nlfilbk, Plbiliull tl) 

help modify the (L1TTenl p,llkrn (If all learning ,lnd llo wlJrk durin~ ~chl1111 

olnd rollc):;l' , fl1ll()\vl'J bv.]\1 \\'prk dlld llll h.'c1rllin),; durmg l,lrl!er dL'\,,'I(lp

ml:'nt, and finilliv iI long relJrt' l11cn t during which Ihere tend~ In lw 11L' illH'r 

work 11m learning. 

nll! adVl:'ntuT('S ot the tnlllG thil l liL .,lll",d w ill be ll11t ,,11111.lt dilfl!rl' 111 fl1l111 

th,.' .)dvl:'nltITl!!> 11( dl~LOvcry lJUlllhl:'d hv C"lum b!1~, L()lumbu~ did nl)t 

(Ind L'x.1l' tl y what he lVil~ hUlking for; lll' \\.1~ ,1I1 lt,1liilll s,lillng inrC;pclil1ll1 

'>carch ot A"ia , But because he "';I S willing III tnkl! SOl11l' risk.... hI.' ipund 

"llll1l'thing 1.'\"'11 murl' imI'Llrtilllt, Till' Lnitt'd Stiltt"~ .)t ,\nwri(.l, whICh 

SIDWI\' 1'1l1l'rgl'd ttl llw l1!1rth III \\ ill'rL' lw J.1I1d,'d , \\'.lS Ilk,' ,ml'It'llt hr.wl, 

f,1Undl'd on d >.:oVl'nant III fu lfi ll ill~ t ill' ill I Ill'", Tilther thrln 1m i1 compul"il)fl 

10 extend power in "pace, It WilS Ihe Pdgnms' alterna li ve ttl old,'f, morl' 

absolutl' L'mrirL";;, By limiting rather th,m I:'xpilndlllg (enlr,ll rm\'L'r, by pro

L1<liming rightb befoTe rule~, ,1Il el by h.lr1w~~jng pow,'r III a (Ilmpll:');' (()n~ll

tulion rather tholn ~ s implc idl'o lllgv, tlw roundcr~ 01 t hi~ country pruducl'd 

iln InllClvation"o "tUJ1Iling Ihat no onl:' h.15 vd tully undl:'r!>topd it or fully 

Jevdoped illlllf it<; potl'ntiill. 

So Vl't' mu::>1 go Iln discov"ring Aml:'riLa . t1ein~ an American is nllt i1 piltenl 

IIi pr ivih.:ge bu t an inVita tion to continul·d <1U\ enlu rt' Jt involvl'S spiritual 

il~plrat ion as w d l as materia l ,lChievement-i l is tlw S('ardl for J-(lldkner'~ 

bl:'ar, Melvilies wh"Jc, and ClIizen Ki1ne'~ RtI~ebud. Pluralism is becoming 

the codl:' wuru lor cultural !>eJf-~egregallOn . It JS thl:' dream that a peacetul 

.:liwNlV a t horne may help ~(Urc a p~'accfu l p lurillism lo r ,111 the earth. 

1I\'helher or not Iihrari,1115 ilTI' illwill'S ilble In help penple understc1nd ntl1l'r 

f'cllple , lltl1l.'r parb .,1' the world , 1lll1l'r parts (If Ihl! pa~l. Ihe\ willelll10ble 

their lives and their professiol1 b\' the L'lfort. 

Whl'll the [cc;uil order left Chilli'l in Ihe eMI\' eightl'cllth cel1tury af!L'r the 

most scholarly and l11os1 llcarly pohticalJ\' ~llcc('ssrLlI ...fforl in hislory to 

build a hndgl' bl:'twl:'l:'n that mo!>t ancient ul F(l;.tcrn (lilturL'~ and Ihl:' 

IlTlsti.ln W\?~t. it Idt behind ,h ih l.~st Il'gan til that dfl .rt a haunting 

('pita ph 

Ail; ,11ll/or Go ilWil\ ' now vllV,lger 

l'(llIxmlll/,ll'i /11111'1/11' cnngTiltulc1te Ih,' dL',ld 

nUli/o/I" 1 '1!~'S LIII1"'llll! Ihe II ving 

(1m 1'1''' 0/1111;1!l1~ PI',1,\' tor l!\,eTVOl1l' 

111;"'1/'/ " \\',llldef'ilnd 


Illty bl.'si ll!ll t. 
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,l(jVl!Ilt ure rs tha n specta tors, easie r f( lr t1 re<11l1 keeper~ Ihilll imagl' milk~rs 

:'0, may the ndvcn ture of Il'ilffiing an d di~cu\'t;'ry which be~iln for all of YlIU 

here in libr<lry t-chnol continue through yuur lin.'s ilnd your i nst itut i on~ 

\1,n kmlwlcJgt' ~llll\" l )' ript'n intt Jwi~d'lm J "",cur,' In the knowledge thala 

better life w ill come in AmericiI, not just fnnn more dtllil a nd " modem but 

lrom a better u nderstanding 01 one another thal Wl11t;'s from boob. \~a .~ 

yuur appreciation gIllw of tht' values uf "the book," which lavur ;)clivt: 

m inds ovcr $pCClato r passivity, rutting things together wther than jU~1 

taking them apart Whatever thc' coniu5inn of (Jur ow n minJ~ and the pro

fus ion of our informati on, th m gs ca n still come together in a book-ju,t as 

Ihe kft and rig ht halves o f the b rain Ctl lllt' togetJ1er in one h u man m ind , and 

the hcmisphcre~-l:ils t and W cst, '\Jmth ilno St1uth- 1I1 a ~lIlg ll' planet. 

If> 

R e mark~ 

Afler his main presenlillion, 'VIr. 

l:li lling t'1n rc!>p"ndl.'d 10 topIC:> brought torth b v members 0 1 lhe Judicncc. 

An CJitL'd vcr!,>jo)) of hb rl'mMJ...~ ilPP"\H<" Iwrl' . 

Wlltl/ ",'C 111"I'n'''I 'ed5 ,t"I' dCI7I'lLrlll.ll1l1 ., 11Ird 1\'''1'1.1,11/1/11'1''; 1/111' ,,'em tn hm't' 

~kipl'c" file /J""I; w/r/lrt " ,,11.1 1110"1'11 dirl'dl!/It' 1111. d,'dr,lIIir ag.. ? 

Mv gt:I1l'ri11 1 mpre~~illn b thill democrac\' eventually dnes bc:.! where i1 

booJ... l ultu re Jiles havl' TOub, for e"ampl"" ill Ea~tern Europl D,'mocra~' V 

dllL'~ llut tan: Sl) well wh",re ill II l'rdt:y i~ widL'Spwad Il .,t'L·m~ unli J...l' ly that a 

pcork' WI ll Jump dIrectly into the e1cctrlm ic agl' wi tll(lu t Iitl'TJl'\ vou Cdn' t 

r l'all y .,I.. IP thd t ~ t,1ge . We helve abo ~l'l'n thiltlt'ch nicilf htCnllY with poftti

GJ! con lrol. ,1 ... III CUb,l OT till' St,1I III i"t Sovld u niun , d ot'... n,,1 pmll1oll' 

dcmnn7llY· 
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C.,"ld .1/(111 ."1111111'/11 "'llh,' ,'11/>/(1/1 ,,{d,'m01'I'n(1/ alfril'lIlt'd /0) Ihl' " ""11101 /Oill"" ,il/ 

Icio!l'isioll, Ill/d il'1t'1l '0111 II(' d'"/t' loW/till·...;, 1l1/~7 

Tlwre i~ 11tl quiik fix, hut I bi'lil'\·l·th"t " ,mething , ',111 ht' ihllll' I:ki..JUSi' 

political dISCOurSt: and discU',~illn ill'i. import"nt to JCnl(l.rell)" Wl' 11111,,1 

~ed, n(,;'\\ tell'VI~lOn toml<ll~ thel t accolllmudJte these need~. PorCl,thl' 

lebat\:''> tn be thri'l' IUlur,> Inng, and lllilkl' the candidates tilJk~ V\ " eM1 better 

jud~C' the candidatL'''' ' (haractcr~ if IVl' Sl'e them undl'r this kmd nt stress. 

We ~hoLlld "blJ cntorll iI "i'qucn t i.ll p.l!1cm to hnw ~u(h (kh.lI(', untold, 

/ '11XXt'sl /1111/ Iill' "r"/lmdll/t'1/ 0/ "!,!'L'e//('" alld ,(I Itlrth /, hislnri,IIII,II' /0 0,;"1 /" <'Xlil

i/inial'iill'lll'; nr lit'lI/rlU'lIl·l/. 

Yl'~, thl' (lr~1 ell'ment is important to d,'nwcr,1('V But J am mindful thelt till' 

Ilr,ll dl:'lllent IS a lilred \lutgrnwth 01 bonk culture thilt )?rl'at ~p('.,ki'r~ III thl.' 

I\mcrililn traditillIl Mi' <1 dm!d pn1dUL! "I n()uk LUltllfl" and thilt ~Ullll' ,.i 

thb ofal trildilillll ha~ "II" il'l'd in r,llji(\ cu lture . 

Is /1",,.., ITII t'/,'II/t'rrt ,,! tI,'",,)crail( L'i11l>JllIII 1/0111' II/I'<i, ,' llu.st ii'" ,II, ".-,,·/.t'lit't','11 

M,I.T. Itll lkl'rs .11101 Harm,,, /1rk,k,,',) 

DI:'''pill' the ~ro\\ Il1g a \'i1i l ~billtv oj computer.. , bOllk~ rl't)l,lill mllll rl'll'~SI 

tlk, and I rl:'l11all1 un the sid" llt boob. 1.3ut I am excited by thl' extl'nt tl> 

wh ich a hig h-iL'rh world could rcpli("ltl' Illeln) of tlw \dlue... l1t the book 

w()rld I shouJd ment ion that the 1 ihraTV llf Longre..... h l]lIt ,nt)hbl~h Pf 

lwsti lL' toward ilpplicatiol1~ (of tet.:hnolll~v. The "J\mt'ricoln Menltlrv" 

1>' 

project I mentioned earlier, th e \:'Irow"ing capabilities of hypertex t lechnulo 

g.v-these arc examples of how the two worlds (I n be made to bcndit e.:lch 

()ther. Intelligell t , dentIsts reali ze now thl' importancl' uf maintaining rela

tions not on ly w it h I.lboratorics, but a l<;() with libraries. 

Most of 1/:; 11rt' WIlling /tl K"'t' 1//' Oil/' OW', beliefs 10 win Ihe admimlioll vI Lllhl'ls. 

ElICI1 SOIllt' pf our grelllL'sl Icndrrs-lcffers(I/l I illl'ol/l, Rl'tlgall-Itm,t.' srlbmergc>d 

Iileir prrmll' vit'lL's ill order 10 gt'l e1ec/l'd. Wltal is .'lour P/'lIIit'lI abollt tlr" If"si,,"~ 

OUT public culture currently value!> the guod thll1gs of li t(' "nd the h('auti/l.IJ 

pc()pll~instead 01 valuing beautv in things and goodness in people. Th i, 

I'i'ver"al r(' f1 cc: t ~ the fact that our ht'ritagc includes thl' C,n:co-cli\<;sical ideal 

ufbeauty as well e)S the Judeo-Chri5 tian ideal ot good. Tht'rl' is noth ing 

wrong with ae~lhl'l ic \alues But I sugge~t tha t socIeties are in danger 

when \VI! judge public and pllJitical matters 011 at.'Qhetic rilthl:'f than moral 

criteria. ThIS b not to sav that our leadt.'fs shou ld be mOfillist iL "I' self-righ

te(lU~. Thl:' ~hared va lLl e~ of a ~ocil'ty are what define it , and if you are 

interl'sted in beautiful pt:ople you will end up with ~h()wmen rathl:'r than 

people who view mailers of public pulicy as mora l Lhuin's, I,h ieh l ~ ul ti

mately whdt they <lrc. 
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CPUlril/11I/ ,()III/III'III ,'" /III' l<i('n fit l'lIkrlll\( IIIf' Lilmll'!l "I CmI8r('.,~ cul/celiull i1110 

(P1I1/'lI lr l'''; ~t> Ihlll il (III/ ilt' ~Iort'll ill '/IIl/rclllhe "I~l' ,'f tIIlt' r",II1I.' / ..; I/II~ /"',,,i/>l,' 

fllU1 il ~n Sltllllid locnill/Jrnrit's il1"'I(II' n large porlwlI or 111,' Lil,mrv of CUII..,:r"" 

,'ol/eel WII? 

It wuu ld be a mi~takl' to disca rd Ihe arlIlactual collcctlOn ul books, ill the 

I ibrary of Cnngn.·...5 or t'bcwhen:. We necd cl new C(\ I1 Cl'rtllillilation l,r 

libraries thaI distingu ishes bel ween ~ t " ti c it nd dynamica lly , tOTed inf0ml i1

lion . This is important in part because some kmds 01 slored data are being 

revbed constantly The Ideil of storing whole librilfie ... electronically I;' flllC, 

butlhis i' terribly expl'n~ i\' e, anJ we mLl~t deh:'rmine priori tie'>. TheTl' are 

also technical problems with ~canning and di~i ti z i ng th., informa tion in 

exi~ti n~ kxts 

YUIII/rt' !IIllking II L'Il"" aXlli",1 rLim/llt',.ci(1lldt'l'i~ioli 0<; alll/llll/SeTIIl'll1 SI{,fl'11i 

sugges/llmf 'here nre IN'S uf 11'''''' ;5iUII , .'lIcit Ii!> public Icle,'i~inll, tl7111 pmdllLt' 

qllail/II pmdlld". 

Yes, hulthert: i.. nllll'nnugh h igh-quality material. I have mv doui't" ,1b~lut 

television as J method of extensive public instruction, Ju~ t as I do about the 

large-lec ture ~y~ten1 The edLlc,lIional impact ot lhll!>l' telcvl"WIl !>L· ri e~ that 

hav... been 5t> high ly prai~ed I think 11<15 been wildly ()\'l're'>l imall'd . Whilt: 

WI' must find en'ative w .,ys t(1 U"l' the telev isiun medium, liS il1 herenl pa ...

5ivene~~ tends to magni fy ralllL'r than enrich the worst teatures oJ large

scale, ma~~ absorptiun (I I ~'ducatkll1 And it d,IL'''Il' t really deli\ er as much 

as it promisl". Publi .. tl'll'vi, il1n j" Tea ll \' iln CXICIlSillll l)[ up~cd l e l'n tL'rlain 

menlo while it can be inslructlvt.', it mustlv is no t. If we are really con

ceml-d abou t lhe prod uLtive dynamic... a nd crl'.,l ivl' ptlkntlid of !>OClety, 

then WI' have to be morc worried than reas!>llfL'd by what television is pn l 

cluemg. 

8001.:, Iellllrt' IIi,;II>/'I,'(/II1III11, bl'l'li m'lll/I1M .. ,mlyln II ['t'rll ~IIIIII/ I'orlioll of ,[1ciet!l. 

Tile ,'I,'t/filIIIt lIIt'dirl,/'s/"'(ir1Ill! illllll~ '-'Jillllry, 1/111'1' I'layl'tI rl/I ;1I/1'",lalll mil' 11/ 

IImklll,ll dl'lIloCIII(!/ //lOll' f'1If'1I1i~1. 1cil,' s/(dl i,qlf'~(/' Wrll('r~(//( /lfld lite /rlll/

cOlilm rlffntr fhal 1I'01lldll'f IlIll'e I'enelll'd II1rt~,; I1w/iCllces w illlvlIl fll,' ekdl'mliv 

Ilier/;., 1 ,'11.101,'\1"/ Owl IIII' d('(lr(>lIl, IIIcrillll'fI)"ldt ' rt L'tTl/llllpor lnlll ,crPI(C, tlild 

0111 1yo" ,ho"IdII'1 r/nwll/l/tiy,Ii<'ir mit' ill II/. ,tiall clf'lIlt'UrlC/I, 

Wl' mu ... t Ji ... tingLli..,h bf'tw\:'1'1l things I \\(lUld call importanl and coIT('nivl' 

Correctivc i1cli[ln~ undt:rtakcn by thL "k'ctronl( mL'dia , sUlh a.. publicil'ing 

\'lolal1nns 01 1,1WS or pwpndies that alteel public culture and socil'tv, really 

have been bil~l'd Oil invt'sligali\ l pnnl jl1uTIla lbm. Tvpicallv the e lectronic 

nll'dia havl' 1 11cu~ed tnllfl' un i~~ue" with high l!n1l1ti ' lIlal wnlent and have 

throwil lillie ligh t nil lL'gal,'r polk\' iTl1plicatilln~ . TIll' print mediil h,1\''' 

produced mOT,' solldh' corrccti\'c and \\'hole~oml' parts uf thl' cri tica l pMt 

of the democrilll<' llillure; lllc\'i"ion hd" k'ndeJ III cxaggeriltL' the private 

Pl'(c.lJi llol!s, aft.'~ s Ih,)1 ftlrnwrly wcrL' It'l'l III rri"ille ,mJ in my Vil'W pn1r.

ablv for lI1t.' musl par t WL'rl' bdlcr left in pril 'alL' 



WI' tI~e cir'cin'IIlc lIl('tlllS If) /lrallide tlL"(!", I,) /Ibrary coJ/,'cl iml , 1111.1 bdil"t'<' <lOt' nrt' 

t' llill/millg /1l(t'5~ 10 mll /I'rwb C(!JI ld .11,)/1 dt'~(nl1{: 1/0111' tlwl/gllts 011 tillll, /lm/Il /511 

d,',;cri/1,' Iht' I'ole 0/ illl' LI!lrrlry tlf CVII!SIt'<" ill IIII'N' 'YI'I'~ oj :it'nll ",,! 

Certainly serv ice b r a rt llf the equ ation, and th l' Libra r y 01 Congress is 

doing quite a lot in thi ~ Mea , r llr in~l an(e, till' LibrLlry o f C ongn:!ss wi ll 

offl'r on li ne III al l fitly s ta te libraries la te r th i-, year its fu ll a lltomated biblio

gril phic rt.'cord~ . Wl' a re .ll50 trying- III gt!t more of uur coll t.'clilll1s ui ssemi

natcd as wt.'1 1 Thi s is \ €ry t!'pl;;'n~ i ve and diffie-tilt, but I believe it is 

important fo r democracy tha t WI.' make this effo r t , In the pa:,t, the Lib rary 

of Cl'llgre~5 has helped get cata loging record" shared ,KrosS the nati on. 

Othl.'.[ (' (furts includ e pTOgram~ to place hooks in pri~(ll1 s a nd Ind ian r5t'r

va tions, overseas, and l' lsewherl', We wan I to do more, and this i ~ a maJllr 

object ive o f mine, 

{'I'opl.. 1(~lrkil!g ill /ibrarll'~ 1IIIIIk that todtly ont or lilt' III"S/ irllells/'!rIIW, 1l'orkmx 

'X'IIIl<1 dOIlIlL'rtlcy;', (,f.'lb,,,~IiiJl, IIl11i IIO/Ilist 11/ tile ollerl S£'IIS(' vi ualillni /.>, )oks 

mill so (ortit bill Ct'1I5llr<:IIiI1 dI ll' I II IiiI.' Iligl/ pric/' Ilf 1IIlllerllll , II/ill kcep thrill 11'11111 

J1t'p/J/r whtl mighllll'l'd lilt' il1tomlll!ltJll . Wlral i, ti't' Lihmry ,If COIIXl6S doin.\: /(l 

t ight (f'nsor~illp, 11I1d wiral ,IIPltld 1/1'(' <10111,1: . 

11K' Ubrilry of C()ngT(~ss resist s, as anv library dnes, any attempL to de limIt 

or artificiall y ci rcum ::, crihl' e it her what is in the 1ibrilr~' or w ho has "(((,55 to 

it. Certainly ,l mong the great nati (lI1a llibraries of the world W(' are the mo~t 

op...n, il l'l'e::" iblc, and inexpi.'ns ive a nd W(' w i ll dOl'veryt liing w.:- (iln tu 

nl i1inl ,l in t ha t. Ru t j wll l tc:1I vou that the publk,ubsid y fo r th >: r ihra ry o f 
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COllf;rl'SS and for hbr,lnl''' in ~l'n..,r'I J b nul as s trong as Itl~ for plh..,r Ihlliilll

ill il"' lit ul111n~. h 'w..,r l'mpl"),,:-,,,» ;Ind LIn I",.,,,,ntially Ilat blldge! <lTl' rmb

lem., \~' l' "hilT" with ,t1llibrari..,,,. But we /ta\e.111 l'nIITm(lll~ Tl'''IlUT,'l' 111 thl 

dedil.;.llion and '1l1<ll ily (If "lIr ~lilt t , ,lnd "ml1n)!, Il111 .1ims '" III Impl'll\'L' 

ilccess around lh.:- C'(lUntTv hi IhI.' p""l'lL whll 1..Jl(." .,,1Inll,']) .,lboulllllr col

jedi('1l~ , adll1l1ll~tl'r tlll'lll, and (,111 perlunn "'(' man\' imp"rt,1I1t junl'lII'1l" rll!' 

rllt' Cliuc,1tillllal .1nd cH'.1tinJ 11l'I'J.. lit the coun lry . 

!{t'g,lrdlng t ill' tlHl'd l ,'fc,'n..or ..hip n, jakd tlll'''rl'nse, Wl mll~t ,11l n,.,j.,t in 

l'n:rv wa\' we .:.10 . If thl I il'r<lry <If C'll1gr"~,, I .. ,'H'r t"rcL'd tll chilrge 

Jnilrgin.1IIl.'L'!'o, thl'), WIlllwt pc lor the tradiliL,na i rLlhlic '''l'rVI(~ \\ L' n'lldl'r 

bIll [LIT "pv(l"l ta~b, and tht!irrllrp,)~e \\,111 bl nlll [(. r"plill" the gel1l'Tal 

pul:>lic subsiJy bu t tLl rcndt'r ... till more llpl'n, Ir!.!!.', and dlver... ified "en 11'1'" 

Withou l Iholt , we i1re not tili lh flll III lhl' kind (If ~(lo:i('t\' \H' arc talking ab»Llt. 

I'd lIke to make ,I fin,d J,>(1ln[ Ih<11 tlw bUIll-; (u ltur. d~\t·;' nut .1UttlnlallCillll' 

prolll1n[ ... JI'mIKril(\' I'rl'~ idl'n t It'ff vr~o!1 m.tl'J thai \H' mll~t rl'nl'\~' dlll1llL

Lrilry l'\'L'r; I\\'l'nty )'l',lr~ : it mu~t bl' l'L l'arncd , fetough t T lw"l' b,lttle~ IIr 

cl'n>';(lr~hip ilnd l im l l.1li \>n~ IIf tlte r.ln~l' pi hllm.ll1 1'()::,slb ili tic~ han· tpl)!' 

tllughl in <1 d,lferL'nt \\.1V bv '~,1Ch gl'lwr,l t iOIl l'lthl'r ilg.lin~l Ir\llltal u!l1~()r-

~hlr Ilr ,1g,l11bt lim1t.ltillll in IL'rlll5 l)f ;]Crl'!'>", I dllll' t klll'W how mu,h 0' .111 

thiS WL' Cilll dLI, hilt Wl' wil l (o!1 tinu e tu trv , :\>11' prcd(,C'l'~snr Archihaid 

Mac L<.'bh had " wllnJerl ul ddini liL'll o f iibrMI(,~ : ho= ca lled them thl' S('l1

tll1eb 01 demllL'r.1(\' , W~· h il\'l' a lUI u t wa lch p,,!'ts, .1nd I wi ..h \'uu \\",11 and 

lwpe We' can bl' ~u pp('rti\,l' oj thL' !;Ilod Ihmgl> you 'Ire ,ll llrving tll dll.• 
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The inaugural Mortenson 

'istinguished Lecture was supported by numerous cam pus un its, by loca l 

libraries, and by the GI'I)rge A M iller Com mittel', WhlCh bri ng~ to the 

campu s pel)ph; w ho offer un ique con t ribution~ to the in t!"lIectual and 

cultural IHe of the Universi ty . 
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