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II t:1\~~ 1111: L: r<.:.ll l,k.I'IHL III Illfflldttcl: rilL T\\\: lffll \11 ­
1111,,1 \l"f[~II'''tt 1)1'1111~lIi,IILLI ),o.:llllrL),' \l.llian!11 I , 
(:lI"lditt, \1'l1f.:mflll 1)I,rill)!tti,lto.:d 1'1 "k"nr em" I)lr<':l­

'''1,,1'1111: \I!lllo.:tt" ," ( ,<.: 11I0.:r 1111 IllIern;lliOln;d 1.lilr;lfl<lIl,llip 

.1 1 rl1<.: ( 111\ <':1 '11\ I illl .II' Tho.: I <.:ullr<.: \\ U~ IHo.:'l:llfo.:d 
'(1!,nl, lidorL I)r. ('hqlulIl\ fl:lirl:l1ll'llf lll iU it 111 ;111-, tltL 

lllll11in;t[ IPIl of her 11IIuhlo.: l"lflTr. 

Dr. C holdin, whose degro.:es are from th e l :ni vc fSitv of Chicago, is known 

through om the world fur her un ceasin gco mmi rmc nr to impmvin g library scr· 

v i co.:~, ro sharin g knowledge, [0 fighting censo rship, and [0 ope ning th e doors 
of inre lieLtllal and human l:)(changes [h,l[ have enri ched the li ves of thou­

sands of people dirccrl y and indirectly, Her work was recogn ize d in 2000 bv 
Ru ssia n Prcsid<.:nt \'I :l(J imir PlItin, who pre,cnr<.:u hc.:r witl l th e pr<.: st igio us 

l'ushki n \ leual in recogniti on of he r extrao ruinafVcuntributions ro Ru,s ia in 

the sp here of educ;][ion anu clrltlIre. In 2001. the; l.Ini\ <.:: rs it \· of Illinois at 

11rban a-C harnpai gn re eog ni 7.ed I)r. Choldin fur he r work in inre rnati onal 

librarian ship bv awa rding her [he first Disti n ~L1 is hed F xu ltv Award fo r Jnte r­

n:nio nal Ach ie\'e me nr. 

The editor of fin: books on eo.:nsorship, inte llc l'ru al freedo m, anu SLrlic anu 

E:l,r Europea n srudi<.: s, Dr. C lwldin ha s also tra nslated four books an d chap­
rer~, \Hit ren more than thirr\' C1rt iclc s and cha pters in books. and sc:rvl:d ao; 

curJro r of se\'c ra l exhibits on ce:nsorship. Her "b ilit \ [() u Clnsl J tc he r bcliefs 

inro acrion Ihrou gh her li lnariall ship, hc:r sc hol flrs hip, and her ' CTvice to th e: 
profession has created programs and :td\;ln ced ideas (hur ben e firs tllc profes. 

sio n around [he worlu . 

Tn "Walls and \Vin dows, lslands dn u i1ri ugc'i: I,ibrari e: .s Along th e RO:ld [(J 

Ci \ il SOCiCl V," Dr. Choldin relkcts on her int<.:rl1ati ona l e:xperienee: ~;r Jld bri ngs 

the:m co life: for he r li s tc llc:rs and reauers. 

Paula T Kaufman 
lni\cr,i n Li hr:lfi:t ll 

l :llllc rsi [\ I, t' flli ,'It, is :J t l rh.IIICI·C Il: IIIlJl:lig il 
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On thi , campus, so >uo ng in civi l <.: ngi nc<.:r in ,g and :I rch in.:crure, 1 SUpP')SC 
my rid e cIJuld he mi su nd crs[()ou, so 1 II'llnt [() ueelHe ll[ th (; out s(;r rhar 1 

wo n't be ta lk ing about ,truerur(;s , 1 do h:1 I'(; 'lne sma ll fLIgll1c nr of buildi ng 

m:l[c ri al wi t h mc-th is piec(; of the Berl in \bl lt-but, as YO U have prubab ly 

guesscd, 1 II Jilt to ta lk wi th V'l U rou al' :d)uut II :tlls an d windows, isLlnds dnd 

bridges, as symbols rarher than as r h,>si c:II 'J\)Jeer,. Wall s :lnu i, bnds a re , for 

me, si gns of isolation, of barriers, of obsucks, Windows are opponun it ic s 

a nd opc ninl!>, Bri dge ,s :irC connections, net wo rks, Illutulll aid a nd 
u nders rand i ng. 

As for the :,ceund pa rr of my title , I shuuld say so me th ing about civ il soei(; t) 

and it~ co usin , open soc iet\, T he term "civ il soc i<::r \ " is II'id ch used rhese 

days, :!Ild prohabh necd, no further ebbO!';1rioll herc, except perhaps tu sa\' 

that I likc to thi nk "I' civil :;oeic r\ liS a placc whe re l it il.el" not on I\' work 

toge thcr to o rgllrli z(; their ow n insr itllri oll s and pani cipat(; <lui vel , in their 

ow n gm'c rn anc(; , h ur also do so, in th c words of rhe Ral/dolll H ()II, i l' /)illi,,­

11(l n, "ad her illg to th c norms of politc social in re rcoursc: not defieicnt in 

common counes\," Perl la rs I as k [()u mu c:h, but !" t.: "ce ll so m uch incil'i l­

ill', in both SCll'oes of th e word , tha t I fin d 111\ , e lf \earnlng for <l eil'il soe ie t\ 
tha r ,ti ,u c'lnclucts irsel f civill\'! 

Fo r "opcn , uci<::[I', " I aelhere to thc deli nir ion articulated b ~ Gea r/!<:: Snros, 

tilat !!real philant hmp ist, ope ll c:r l)f lI ind"ll s, ~ind hridL(e p {/I'1'.\'(dll'll(,(" wi th whl)1l1 

I had (he hun or of II ()fking uuring l11uch ofthe IY9lk [. orc hc IJst IS \Cdr, SUfOS 

II,," bec:n pll tti ng hundrcd s of millium uf d() lI~w, inro opcnil1 !! prcI 'iol!',l y cll)scJ 

socicrie$, Let mc lju ote from hi s speech of f(I 'C ~ e ~lrs ago thi s month, on the 
occas ioll of tile tenth ;lIl nilcrsarv of his Hussi;JIl liJllllda ri on: 

On rhe abstract ieI'<.': I. I al11 inspi rt.: cl b\' th c conce pt of the 

open societ\'. The best \\'dl tl) dcti nc rhe co ncept is ro 

poi lH tc) ib oppos itc, name h rhe com mu nist , yste l11 '" it 

uscd [() fun Cl iol1ull rii it ceasc u fUll ctio ning, '\Ot on h \\ ,IS 

thc Su \' icr {'Ilion closcd ro the IJu rsiuc with :1/ 1 th e rt:­

srril'tiollS on tr:II'<.: 1 anu illl'orm;n ioll with whic h \'ou lIrt: 

familiar, but it was also cluscd on the inside, 

The ufficilll doctrine W,IS supposed to sup p'" a ll th e an ­

Sll ers and :\II \' bod\' II 'ho dis agrce d with it was t rt:atc d as II 

di " idenr. I eOllsider such a s) ste m intokrab lc, becaust: 

no <l uth ori tv ('"'' havc ;111 th e an S\l'er s, Therefore an offi­
cia l d()ctrin t: of this kind Gill bc impu~c J on ly by forcc , 

\\'e J II kno\\' b\' now to what e xtre mes co mpulsion II ;!S 

cJrried d uring S t:liin \ ti me, 

I ;o ll o\\'ill ,~ in th " f"'Jl '[c P' "f rhe phil os" pher " ad p() P_ 
per J pre fer anoth er form uf soc ia l IIr /4:ln iz:lrio n, :Ill ope ll 



socic ty which is ba\ed on the rccugnlfi un rhat nobody is 

in possession of rhe ulrim ate truth. In an open soeiet) 

peo plc :lfe nor onl y a ll owed but required [0 rhink for 

th e mse lves and rhe s tare is rh ere to se rve rhe pcopit.: 

rarher rhan [() ru le their li ve~.. 'i 

Since the mid-lY80~ I hav e been a participant-observer in a number of co un­

tri es that arc in the prO(T'S of transformin g themsel ves from some t\ pe of 

aut horitari an governme nr inw some type of democracy, from closed (() civil 

and open soc ie ti es . 1 've made most of n1y trips Oil behalf of the Cenre r, 

wearing my \lortenson Professor and Center Direcwr hat; and in some cases 

I 've a lso worn a Soros Foundatiun h:J(, as a member and then chair of the 

board of the Foundation's :-"!ctwork Library I-'rogram. I' ve often been ae­

cOlllp~nicd by Susa n Schnuer, who joined the Cc nrer ten yea rs ago. Susa n 

has been a wonderful colleague dnd traveling companion, and tOd a) I' m 

especial ly grateful to her for man~gin g rhe picrures J'II be showing in a 1110­

menr. (Ler me also acknow led ge now Debra Boigla , designer in rhe 

I ' niversity \ Office of Publications and ,\i arkering, \\'ho helped me [() gCI 

rhe mosr ou r of my piulJres, and ""'ho design cd the posrer vou sec un the 

sc reen now.) 

I often visualize rhe rran\i ti on process as a road-q ui te a bumpy one, \vith 

lots of curve s and dangero us overhangs. ,\ccidcnts hap pen along this mud, 

roo many of thcm fatal, and a few ot rh ese arc markcd by memOrials , rc­

mcmbering the dC: 3e1 and warning future rrJ \'ekrs to bc \\ ar\ . ilur good rh ings 

happen al<)Jlg rhe road tOO, bc.:c:1use ril e landscapc is dotte d with all kind s of 

insritllri ons dedicated to helping people co pc wirh change and tn keepin .g 

them , if pOSSIble, from harm's \\ '''y. :\mo ng rh,,' mo,t hospitable ofrhese rest 

stops arc libraric s-bui ldings wirh lors of windows-and I have seen rhe 

powerful force for good rhey ca n and do cxert. 

This afternoon I wou ld like to rake you \\·irh I1IC on a whirh·\ind tour along 

this fO:.J d, Jnd pOilU out to you a few of rhl: Iandll1:lrJ", lJi1 111\ own peLsorl :" 

map. l\iueh of our journey wi ll rake place in rhc fUflller Sovier Un ion Jnd 

Eastern Europe , as th:.lr is where 111\ profcss iona llife begu n, and rhis parr of 

rhe world conrinues to be <1 l1l<ljor fOClI~ for me; bur we will P:J.ss rhrou p;h 

some other n.:gion, :" \\ ell-Gcrm:lny, China, South Africa, J lairi, aod La[in 

America-\\'here my rra\ cis for the \Iur[enson Ccnte r have t"ken me in rhe 
1<1 .st deCdde. 

Ll:t LI S hegin beforc what I , h:l ll call "The Ch:lll ges," Incani ng rhc Ir:1I1si­
tions bt.:ginning around th c timc (d ' th e col lapse of rhe Berlin \\'all . I W:I llt to 

sh:lre wirh yo u an image frolll Sralin's Russia, une of the J ,lrkcst era' in the 
his t()r, o f c loscd and un ei\ il socieries, D \Vc sec here a page frolll rht.: I t,/49 

SO\'il!r narional bibli{Jgraph ~, \1 it h the name of on to IIn fnr tlln:l[e h 'nnm 

hlaeked our. '] 'hi s fl):1n \ na ille \\ as ob literarcd, hi s hoo b were reIl1 O\.cd fro m 

th e , hd\' es of a ll libraries in the C(Jl l llrr~, ilnd he hi mse lf heL':lme :1 non ­

person. \\' hcrher he \\'as shor in some ce ll a r, or lan gl lished or dicd in rh e 

g ltiag. I ell) n'lt kno\\'. \\'hatl:\er his pc rsonal f3re, ler him sr3n t! for all rhe 

wrirer" \ eienmrs, arrist~, librari ans , aud ordinary peop le wh ose lives were 

desr['(l \cd ill this \\·alit.:d equnt r\ , this i ~lan d empire. !\nd not onl y in rhi s 

one: man y countries, including m\ own, ha ve blacked uut names, anu worse. 

'lone of liS sh()uld be complacen t. I wlJ uld be rrcmencioll sly in terested [() 

sec rhe sYlllhob c~ch of us from eve rv cu unrrv representcd here roua\ m ight 

cho",c to reprc,cnt our own parricubr \ ersion of rhis rr~gie "torv. 

I want ro Il10ve now (0 rh e late 1YHOs, when c r~ e k s bcg;l n [() appear in rhe 

\\'al l aro llnd rhe Soviet l ' niull ,1 nd windo\" begil n to oJlcn , From rhe rnid ­

I':IH( h Oil, J rra\ ded to rlre ;"O\ iet I nion ;1I Ic:h[ once e:.lch \ e: lr, and rhrou ,!; h 

the ' t,/() ~ J wa, in ~lI ssi~ Cln d the foriller SO\ ier l ' nion se veral t ime, L' ,I(:h 

\' car. H ere elrt.: :1 fe\\' impressions: In June 14HH, I arri"ed in ,\ Insco\\' from 

Bcijing to find the i1!lposs ibll: happe nin);, :\ pla\ abo ul Trotsky, wh osc vcr\' 

n81llC had bccn forb iddell, sho\\' 11 on tele \· ision. Reli gious ll1 u ~ i c on rhe ra ­

dio for the fi r,r rinlc in decades, and b\ R,lchmanilloff, banned for de ca de ~ 

in his nati \'(: COUlltr\ . Strangers on a pica,ure boat on rhe \!osb a Ri vcr 

\\ ccpi ng together as rh e \ e xc h ~ nL:ed swrics of rC hll i\ cs lo.sr in rhe gill ;]!.'" 

I n I t,/W} a pi Nc: r :1 PPC:I red in I ,e ni ngrad, IIdcpiu in .~ rh c IllJ sthc.ld of !'/fIU/fi, 

the C.omnlunist l'art\' ne\\ ~paper, on top of a lJ1an k pagl: O\e l \\ 'hi ch a rcd 

penc il is drapL:d, (Thc I)(,, [e r \\ :1, given to me 1» m' eollc:Il!,lIe \lauricc 

Friedbcrg, whose dau ~hre r h:l d pic ked it up in I ,en ingrad- hc and I \\ere 

de li ghted , a, it ill u\ [[;trcd perfect l\' rhc phcnoll1l: noll \\ 'e had describcd in 

our b()ok :Ibout Sovier n :morshil', entirled , 'hI' Rf'tI Pmnl' ) ,\n tl the follow­

in g 'e ,1f rhe L() " <.'!' of f)~() I/I'i' . D [h e hllllHlI' and curren r ;j ffa irs m;t ,~:II; in c, 
fca tureu :1 g ig:l ntic sci"lJ rs over a fi e ld of rl'xr wirh tltc capt ion posing rhis 
qU e>rio n: "I,are\1 el l to It:n'lJ rsh ip ' " 

Jn Il)l)() J IllCI Ek:lrerina C; cniev:r, :1 remarbble wOll1an whl) h ,l~ bccf)ille my 

c10sc fri cnu J illi colleagu e. '>011 Ie ofvou \\ ill reme mber rh ~lt I\.,I [V :I deli \ ercd 

the IlJ(),) 1\'[or[cn,of1 Lectu re, :!lld rhar , he recl:lvcd all honor :II'Ydcg ree frulll 

rhi s l lni\'ersity ill .200 1. J-:a(~, 1 \' isited me c:lrl y in rhe SLl lll illcr of 1'}'n , and 

af[er see in g J 1)I ),rer in n l ~ officc for the ex hib itio n on cemorship in the 

SLI\'ic world rha[ I had l' lIrcl[ed for rit e 's cw York Public Lihr :l r ~ , ,hc pro­

posed rh:1[ wc pre p;lre ;In cxhib ir to,gether, Oil RII.,sian alld Soviet eCIl'iIlr­

,hip, for Itcr library in \ I () Sl'f) \I' , till: l.ibrar, fo r Foreigll I, irerarure , olle of 

rill: Lirge'l lihr:lri c s ill the !.'(lllnrr \ . I':srah li , hcd in 19.2 ,), rhi, \ I : IS a pe cu liar'" 

Sm ier in \t irUl ion , dc s igned 10 i",J:Hc i<Jre i,.l':1I li re r:llllrc, wirh ih d.lngc ro lls 
idt.:as, In practice , ir }"';l'.I lTIe J ha vcn for SO\ ie t inre ll n :tlI:lh dllring h:lf(i rirnt.: s. 
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"\\'lJ n 'r ir I)C da n lic ro u, ru hil l c an o :li ibi rion o n cc nso rs h ip ?" J <Is kcd . 

" \ la \ bL'," ,hc rc' pondcd , " but ir\ rC:lII ) imporun t (0 do ir. T hc Sov ict I lni o l1 

IS ch ,lng ing, a nd \\e halc (() m:tkc: su n: rhe proL!.;,:) clJ ll rinllcs in rhc rig il l 

d ircu i,)n'" (SI ll.: It ad a lrcady bcg un [() d" jmr rhat , nlo unri ng c()nr f( )I 'e rs i:l l 

cxhi b i [i')j] ~ ;lI1 d IIwu lv in p: he r, c lf in \I 'h:n wo ul d hcc:o lll e a l'tor\' h igh-profile 

proJ cc[ with Ge rman co lleagucs [(I idcnrit'v :Ind ma kc :lcccs, ib le StJ lll Cspolh 

of\\ orld \ \'a r II , (Je rm a n " troph y hooks," in c ll !(iin.l[ :If leas t onc (;lJ(c nbL: rg 

Bible, rlLlt h:JeI iJee ll hi uciL'n :t w a \, In R U.ss lan lih ra ri es, d i'l lSc d c hurch L:s , 

:I nri ccll :lrs for d L:Glde s.) SO \I'L d id r ~k c )) 11 thc ccnsors hip cx h ih iri on , and 

ti l(: LlilrJfv for J' orcig n L itc rarurc \)L:C';llJ1e Oll r i'irs t \l of[ e nson parrn c r.'" 

Look ,It (h is bl:n ig n im agc of a rC:llJin g roo m for e h ild rc ll ill rite L ihrary 

fo r hJfc ign Li tc;rar llfe. 1 100 c to sh o\1 rhi s p i(; [II [L: he l:aw,e it IS su pe rim­

posed upon a tru ly sini sre r image : we arc: loo k ing ,Ir:l IU lIlI lCd r0om, Before 

Th l: C hangc s it hOlJ~ed th c d rcadc d .jidJ/..hmll. ril L: h ig h ly re , rril: teJ rc pcJSJ ­

ro r\' uf for b id dc n hooks and m agazine> (fou nd in ~d l rna.l o r SOl it:[ li huries) 

th at wa s o ff- Ji lllit~ for al l bu r ' I fC II p l:op k Ili( h spL:c ial permiss io n [0 vicll' 

a ll ircm, under c lose sU j)cn'is ion. T he rransformJr irm of'chi s roo m , mana~cd 

fo r so n1 dm d cc:adcs Iw rlie Pa rt y .Ind rhe sct:rC{ po lice , In [1) ,I readl lig [i )1) 1ll 

fu r ch il d re n , rli e w il ldo " n ull k rrin g in the li ghr, \\' ;IS Kat \- a\ Il u t so Sllb tk 

W ' J\ of airi ng I)U [ rh t,; 'p:t<:e . of c )(o rc·i/ ing rhc ghfists . \ nd , hc d id rhi s \, h ile: 

rh L: Sovie t ( ' n ion st i ll cx i~ted . 

\\ecks a fLc r k at"a 's l is it to Illi no is , o n \ 11!2, 1l .'>l I ll , 11)<J I- r1l e day rhe e()l ljl 

\\ .1' l a ll nd l cd-~h c ~igll cd dn :Ig rcc tnc nr with t hc Bil e: [ iJ mOll nt ;] pe rtna ­

n.:m ,· , hib it ioll III ril.: Li b r,lr\, complcrc II it il Bile l ,'/(; l isiOI1 ne l~\{'~sts . 

Sh e tl ld nor bac k nffll'hc n rhe [(' UP \Ia~ J lln\ )JIIl ccJ; indecd , d ll ri n !!, rhe: 

t hrce d :lY~ of rht' (; ()L1P sh(; <1 111)\1 cd bJnllcd news pape rs to li se rh c L ih r<l r\ 's 

p rint ing faci li tiL: s to prOli llC(; bl'r J;l lb he cts. (, \ KC;n (,Ilicc r. II'Jlk in;..:. bl t hc 

pri nr shop, alil i, cd il cr to dr.) \\ rhe Lurta ins l ) T hi , lib r:ln , . • 1 br idgc ,d read\ 

III Sov icr rimes, Il a.s no\\' lau llc li lll g I[;,c lf .IS :I ( ;llkk n CarL: a illo ng h rid .I!,c, . 

( I ho,e o f us who rh ink lih rari :u1s !eMI du ll lil'cs m ig hr wa nr to rc ccJll sl<lcr. 

.\s el idcnel' J " H't.: r \'o u OIlC morc sto r\ , to ld to lilt,; las t lea r b\ o ll r; of 01 11' 

Co lomb ia n \ In rre nsu n A,sr )c ia rcs: hc .1[\(1 a col!c:lguc \1 crc on [he road Je­

l il 'c fl n~ boo ks to an oLl t l\' ill,:,>; lih r: lrv ill:t s ll l,, 11 tOWIl . Th c ~ Il crC sto ppt: d by 

a ~ all g of g ue rillas, II ho ht,;l d hlil l IIOS WI4C 'IT .l'. ll rl l' oinr for J co uple () f ho urs 

wh ile his cp llc .I .:'>; II t.: lIa s sc n[ tc , the II C,lfC Sl rl lll n [(J hl l ~ lhcl ll 60 IUll Chc s. 1\11 

III ,I d :l) 's II ork, he sa id. 

B:l ck rIO Ru ss!:!: \ 1; hu sb'I IHi, H :ll I C \, :in d I \\'uc: r1l e re d ur in g th c se Lnci'l iI 

d" " s (,I' \ 11 ,!!, L1 Sr ] ')91, a nd IIC cX l'u icnec ,1 [ire L'()I IP in S r. PC[l'fshu rg, rh c n 

sr illl ,c nin g rad . ')cclle" O Il rl lC s'lll. lfCII' hcrt,; ,til rhc .Ie ri') 11 \ \-.IS - - t ll)\ \ tis 

m il liflg .Hnt lnd , I''<ldin g ilkg. t1 b ro:ldsht:c rs ,lnd a widc I 'llr i c[~ or posl c rs­
Mt: s c ~ rc d ill[() " Ur m CmOl lCS . IIIISO lllCOllL 1111 11 , 1 rh is pll ' lcr into 11 1\ iJ:l lllb 

Ii 

an d urge d IllC ru rake it hOllle; in Lasc the COllP sl l(ct:eded, r copic would 

kn ow wb:lt h:ld I)ecil anc l11p tL: d hc re . (Th e te xt read s: "T hc nCII ll ohhcI'ik 

pu rseh will rilin Ru ss i::! forc \'cr l -" rm ,, 1 Dcfc nd ~()lI r peop le :lca ins( [he d~­

"ec Ild :t llh of han gillci l an d lll u rd L: r e r s ~")' 

TIJOse win do ws thar had hcg lln to upc n in ril c Li rc I YH(Js II cre I ib raring in 

lhe lr fr,l Illcs I,,· 1<)<)2. 'k fl ~ e 3r s 'l.!!;O this mo nt h J a[(c nd e d ,1 1l1 ()St di so rie nt ­

ing c Vt: nr ill " Iosco\\', ()n C th il r J , ti ll find diffi c ul t to bc li c vc ; I fin d Imse lf 

s h :l ki n ,~ 11'1 \ hea d a ~ i tc ll you abo ut i[ w Li :]\'. The: Ilord ~ are e le n hard 1'01' tne 

ro prono u ncc as pa rI of a ~ in g:Jc p hras e: a rel ig iou s roc k eo nccrt in the Krc lTI ­

lin l m Jlcrc IS [hc p fI)grlllll , depi ~t i ng Sr. ,<"; r;rg lu'i, rhe parrO l1 saint of\ loscow, 

whose 6()Or h annilcrSl)fv was be in g cclcbr:nc d . 

.'\ fL:\\' !llolHh ~ la tcr, III Febr u:1p, 19Y3, I .. rre nded two more llinaz ing eve n ts 

in \ I,,"e() w T he fi rs r lD II'll' rhc opell lll g of ;1fl c xhib iti on on RlIss i:lIl O rth o­

dox books at rh e Rll ss ian S tarc L ibr:lry h rill h nU\l'Il h\ its old na me, th e 

LCll in r,jiJrarl ), b h.; "sc:d, as yo u scc, bl Alexii, I'Ju i:l reh of Russia, an d prcs idcd 

o\'c r I )~ ·\lc k,an d r Rurskoi, then v ice -p rLside nr of th e R uss ian r·ede u ti o n. 

H~ thc e nd of t ile i C' lr Ru tsko i woul d be in p riso n for h:lv ing s U]1 port L: d 

[h c seco no co up dtlCl1l p t , in OCto be r 1<)93 .) IIJ Thc se co nd c\"(! l1 r W~, a 

l'(lnfC ICnl'C l' nt it led "T he KC;B Yc,tud a\ , ' J(Jc!a\', ~.lI1 Li ' 10 rl1 O f[' O \1 " :H \1 hieh 

fo rmc:r KC B officials in n lcc" l ~ il o rL:d sui ts sp () k~ , and \lcrC ye lle d :tT b\ ,In 

a ud ie ncc or ror lll er u iss idcnts in jL:a ll s J ild !cath e r Jllc ke rs . 

In \J a\' of IYY3 Kat" :1 and I ope ne d t he censors hi p c,h ibit io ll llll Il lr i('h IlL 

hJd I)(;c n \\'IHkin!!, for th c pas r [\11) Ve;] rs . O ur t)\1 n \ b uri n ; F ric d bc rg roo k 

parr in t he :Jccolllpa ny in g co nfe rcnce; :Hld i) rn irrv Ruby, hcI', .I n c illin cnr 

I{u s'l a ll pOLl wholl1 wc :Ire fortunarc (0 halc on uur hcu lt\· :li1d \ 1 ho rra ns­

Ime'i my r: il k 'i Sl, I can de ille r the m in rh e III"'t c !cgal1r R uss i:ln , was [he re 

a, IVc l1. ID RlI "i J n T \ ' cOluc d t he cve nt , :.l nd thcre \\,:IS c I'c n a spcclal 

uOl'Ul1lel1['lrV p rOl!rai11 m:llI e :lil UII( th c exh ihirion. 

.\ fC\1 d 'l\ s 1. lte r wc t ral'e led to Ri:l/ :I I1 , a n L: :Hb) Cl t ~ . Ivi th ?\ a t a li,1 

So i/ lic nirs \' ll, rlie fal Yj() lI s II' rirc r '.s II ifL: . [ll open 'Ino[hc r d ecp ly ,,'m iJo llc 

cx llib iriun th:lt rhc: Libr:lr\ had IHgan i/.cd . Aleksan d r So lz hen irsy n, s tillli l'­

ing in \ cr mllnr ;lt [hat rim e , had ta ll ~ ht sc hool in Ri :I/:ln fo r tll L: ll e \t"lrs 

bcforL: his arrcsr and depo rta ti o n to thc g il l:! .:.>;; th c ci tv rrcat~d hi s II IfL: \\ irh 

aw c 'Ind grt.:at rc spccr. (Th e l)ishlJp of l { ia ~.: 111 \1':ls rhcre to 1J !c" Ihe ojlc n­

ing; rhi s scc nc b<:ccllll e ve ry fa mili :tr (() 111L: d u ri ng fll; rr:.ve is in !l(,s t-SOI'iLl 

Hll ss i:!.) Thi s exh ib it io ll , 11l01 1iHe d in llla n\' cir ics rhrou g ho Llt RIl ss ia in tile 

early I 'i')Os, bro ug hr b ~ ch. [() the c() unr r~ rhL: Ilook ., ti l' 1ll ~1I) \ le: ;Jti in l[ p hilo so­

ph cr" 1<.: ll,; ious rlli ll kcrs, all d orh cr, 11 '1'10 had Ill.'C 1l lJ:ln ll Cl i dllri ng rh e 

.')" 1 iLl pe riod ,Inclwh()sc w()r ks had iJ l:cn puhlis hcd 1)\' rh e )'\ 1(; /\ Prc" in 

1' :lr is. "') "I IIC YI'Ii C,\ P rt: " 11 IJ rc ri :Ji , ;lre in th e l n il'ers ir ) \rdl il' e" hc rc ill 
o u r I , i b L l r~ . ) 1) 
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OlJ r ce nsor, hi p cx hihiri on J1lo\'e d W S(. l'e re rsbu rg in Ocwher, a kw d,1Y, 

ah c r rhc sccond coup '1l[C1l1 P(' W hiie in the cit y, \Iu ll riee ,ln d I \l'e rc de­

li g ht e d to sce thi s banne r III ad", c rti sing rhc \'cry Clpitali , t newsp ap er 

J.:",m'/:IIII1! hangin g over the strce t, juxupm e d nice " with Cl i\ lar lhoro auver­

r i ~e me n(. The S I Ug~l ll is a c1 evcr pla y un" Stalin pilra,e . "T he cadres uee iuc 

evervthing," re nd c re u here as "The cadres read the f)r/ilr cl nd de cide e ve r\­

thi ng," 

111 Dece mbe r 1993, [ fo und I11 v:,e lf in rhe city of Berat, .,\llJani <l , IlII w!lere 

shee p amblcu peace full v pu,r th e: publi c Il brar\, 11l ,ide,:1 librarian "ho\\'t:d 

me ,I heap of di ,ea rde d book ~, unus~Lbk no\" th at dictat or FIl\!er H [)xh ~ 1 

\\as gone . H ox ha's id eo log}. if yo u can call It that, hau infectc d e \'er" page. 

I'[i s infa mous bunK e rs arc cle rywhere, dot ting the i> e " llti fu l I'lll lbcapc 

lik e roadsrools all d rem ind ing m - rJri Jbahh' fo re\'C r, a, It would hc too c'­

pe nsi \ (; to des rro) them all - o f his atrem pr to c lose off .\ lb 'lnl;\ frelln tllc 

res t of rh e wo rl d, Wa ll s co me in m:ln\ shapes . '1'\\ () \ ' e lfS Liter it gave me 

great plc"s lJre [e , ' c: e rhi s pi c: w re ill a 1T1:.1,~ ,\/inc dc p ic:r ill l!, " huduill ,li; ill 

Tirana bri:,t lin g with satelli tc di ,hcs.' " T he re i, ,I d cliciou ~ and pern; rse 

sy ml11 c ([ \, he re betwcen the solid, round, eemenr bun kch ucslc;n cd to pro­

tc:e t ~H!,l i n'it c\·cr\·thin g fmc ign , ,md the ligh t, [() unu. me ta l di,hes tha t let In 

e"e rythin c: for e ign. 

Back tfJ Ru ssi a ~1,C;<l i n: Our ccn sorshi p <.:xh i hition m(J \ cd to Ti umen', in \\'<.:\r­

e rn Sihe ria, in !\ LJ\, ]l)l)4, anu ro I':katcrin hu rc;, In the l 'ra l \ lou IHains, In 

:--io\cm be r I Sl Y.') . [n bot h cities our mJtt:r i~ls sen cd :IS " tu cKUrop :lg: lin .,> r 

which luea l libra rian s cre,lrcd thei r CI\.\ 11 exhibitions O llt uf their ()\I II morc 

than 'lm ple stuc ks, :.15 both had lJe t: n pl ace: , uf exi k in Il1 lpt:rd Jnd S() l iet 

times. (E kate rinbu rg is rh e cit \ where the la:,t tsar ,lnd hiS LlIlllh \vere nUJf­

c1creu .l T he ellr Jro r~ wid me tl Llt prepar ing t hc se e ':ilibiti "n:, ha d been fu r 

th e m perso nall y a painful and at [he sa me timc a healin ;z ex peri e nce , forc­

in g t hem [() f:lc: t: the rCd litv "f rheir P:IS r. 

[11 Octo he r 1995, [ ' 01 1\' a remark able gLle, [ hook in th e Parliarnen ta[\ 

Librar\ in l)r:lgue, three p;1ges of which rell [har C:lry\ swr ') of rh e 20th 

ecntur). l\ ly p hol.Ogr:1 phs ~rc poor, l)Ln [ w:t m eu w show rh c lI l to vou anv­

way, as th e \ ue pi et three hi stor ic s ign,lt llfe" The (irsr emr\' in rhe book IS 

th e , ig nature of ' I( )()) <Is \/asar\' k, I·jrsr prcs ident uf rhe Cl.ech Repuhlie, pro b­

ahly from hi s visit to th e I ,ibrarv in 1<)1<). The book was hidden ill th e 1>ase ­

rncflt chrou.g il th e \ 1:\li and C'lInmuni, [ \'e'l r,. OlIn IS/YOAkX:l ndcr Dubcc k. 

til e; !'ragul' Spring k :lue r, , ignc;d rh e hooK JD alo d in Junc Il)92 , during hi s 

i'ir,t pre, idenri:d vi.,i t r" the (, ibr'lr\', \ "Ie lav 1 b \'l:1 s i ~ nClI wirh hi s eh,lractcr­

isti , hC<1 rr. )" 

Back in 1\ I()sc()\\, I \1 a 1)( ttl , 11(1\\' ) O U t hle;e picture, r" :I! stli ke; nK as im­
Jll e;llsc:h ,i~n i fic 'lflt windows. \\'e arc in t ll <': ee; ntral I'lIhli <: lihrdl \, in one of 

\ /05CO\\"; disrricr, In ./ an Udl \' 1<)<)(l. Directo r ,\1 arr ,1 Blltke)\ skai~1 (" 

\Io[(cnso n /\ss()ci ,re) >;ran ds \\'ith hcr c"lI clri on of te iep hune bou ks of Ru s­

sian cities. This would be 'I ll ordin ,u \ c nou gh plwtu in an .'\l11ui(· 'ln libr ar~, 

\\ herc phone number, and " ti lcr su el, in j'olTI nlt ill n scem \\·ho ll y inn oce nt . 

But IIn t il a few sho l[ ' Cdrs agu no Hu.,s ian li bran wo uld h,1\'c had such ~l 

coll e (;t ion for the pllhlic: ph(,nc book,., d ie! cx i,t, but th ey cerr~linh' \Y c rc nO[ 

dcce , s lb lc casilv. 

In D ecember 1<)96, the ~ lllrr~ns ()n l.e lHer 'Ind FO " ,\ L, th e Sore l'> Fuun da ­

tion 111 th iri, bc: ga n c>- plorin g a p,mnef'i hip . ] n 1'0rt- ,lU-l)rin ce Susan Sehnuer, 

K <l t~ ~ , and I se1\\ (h c ex([c me~ : horrific s lum ~ ED anu vii> ra nr art m. FOKAL 

WJS bu ilu ing b ri de:cs <11 1 ()\'c r tht: island , a~ in thi s sc hoo l Em, whcre rht: 

librar\ \\ () uld be u '1I1sforme d . (h.ar v~l. ~ I j(jwn herc enjoy in g rht: ch ild re n, 

,urangcd [0 sc nd ;1 se r of iJc llnifull y illu stratt: u Hlls'i ian childre n '> boo ks ro 

11 airi. ) I\ lic he k I'ier re; -l.oui s. H H': \ \.\ dire C[or, h ~" dc,>e ri b<.:d t he ge;n eLI! 

si tl lat ion ,md FO KA L's ai ms in hc r ]<)97 \(O[(t:nso ll Lecrurc," ;,o (\\,u n 't sa v 

II1!l re here , exce pt tu nUrL: \\ irll pit:as lIr<.: th ar our [Ja rrn<.: r,h ip is rhri\' ing, 

with a ne w te:11l1 of Ha ir i,m '\'Iorrcnson Associ ates here lI' ith us todav. 

One of the ex hih irions on cont roversia l subj ec t'> Kat \ J W:1S tak ing afO lI lIli 

RLls~ i <l in Lhe mid- t< , I:ne 199(h was ulled "Ed ueat iun agcli n,r Prcj lldiee: 

He\onu the Pale : 'I'he I [i sro r\ of Je \\s 111 Russ ia." \.0\ <.: mb e r 1l) Sl 7 fo und us 

In C heb(JKs~ll \ ', [he cap it al ut' the Auto i1UI11 0ti' Repuhlic of C hu \'ashii a, Oil 

the \ o lga, op~ ni J1g ti lC exhibit ion dt t he "'ati ona l \lu 5c ul11 . ' j he \I illi s[c r ,)!" 
(:u ltllle :L ll d the I'oct I Jaur<':ll tc of rhe k ep ll h ll l.· ,poke; <II ril e opel lillg, as uiu 

rllc head of th<.: Je v. i;,h cOlll lllll ni( \' in C hebo b ar\ , a re;r ired cllgincer, \Ili o 

g:l \e li s eopi c<, III' his all[obio,graph\. Tlli , e, I,illi rio li on the history of RII., ­

sian Jev\ sa nd :Jnti-Semiri'm \I:U, openi ng \\i nd rJ\\ ', al l ()\'cr the countr\ . 

On th at "I me trip to Ru " i;r 1 I i, J[,ClI [wo si tc, t hel( hrou g hr rogc t llCJ' for 11l<': 

in d \t:rv vis lwl \\.:\ \ some r'l ndom thoul';h l '> t h ~1t k ,d hce n fl " .H ing in rll c 

bac k o( mv mi nd for the 1'1 -;[ k w Vl:a rs. In th c center of ,\ Iosco\\', ncar thc 

nc \\ bllll d ing of' thc Trctiako\' Cf:tlk ry, is ,I park wb e;re eX:1I11pk s of Sm'ier­

( e ra sC li lpwre have hce n ga th e reu, ._UI :tband() ll cd'>r,lt lic s , tanu in.!.' ur 

"i ng fln t he ir Si Lks in a icJlclv se rr ing. Th esc ~ Ifl; peJ\\ c rtlll sym hols of the 
I, 	 SO\ le t past, at k: lst tll th e gC llerJtions LII11III<lr with t k lt P:ISr. Hilt wh ~ lt ;I hil ut 

fUllire gc: ner:ll i()ns, iJlc luui ng the iml11cdi ,l[c !1ost-So\'ie t gc ne rnrion ' What 

,Ibollt \isi w rs f[{Jm other cOlllll ries" This IS nor a mU SeUI1I : [here ,lfe no 

l'll1cl s explainin g rh c hi, rr)j\ a li t! s ign lilceJnce "f caeh sClllpture. Huw \ 1 ill 

((([ lIJ'C .~t: J1 er,,[i ('ns ulillc r\t:lI1 d the meanin g " f rh o e ' ) m ho ls: \\'h ar ca n thc )' 
!t::trn fro II I t hLin Ift he\ un 't , peak "Soviet") 

This park Wei' in t ite nC\I S h,[ lllolHh 'I.' Ru ss ian politi c ians e(J II, idercJ rc­
ll1 o \·in.!.', t hc "fatlle of t he nO((Jri rolls j; cliI,s 1)/e r/.liim Ky, " Ll tI ,e;r of ti le 
" .G .B.," :lIld Ic-ercctin g it in fr<>J1[ ()!rh e uld K.(; .Il . hlli ld in g. ,\t t" e enu of 
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the month [re'ld tll<U til e ,[ ,j[ ue~ in the park hJve iJeen pl :ll'ed uprig ht agJ in 

and "supplied with :!IHi ~eptica lly facw:!1 placques. '" An d CI fe w dClvs :J ,~<) I 

hecud that 'J member of the Dum ,1 \\'i1 IH' [0 erect a statue of the la st r'ilT in 

J)zer 7. hin sk y's phll'c. I'll have to revi sit the park nex t lime I'm in \loscO\\ ­

II ill I find thc tsa r on th :H pedesral? [ \\onder it those nell placque, 'ife 

sufficient, fr om my point ot \ iew. I suspect not. An d wha t message is (r)[)­

I'e) ed bv seninl!, the statues upri ghr, rather til :ln lell ing them a, rh e y were ? 

:Vluch for me to think abo ut l 

That day J also \'isi red the S,lkhaf()\'l\]us<:um, and I found to nw immense 

s'Hisfaction exhibits design<:d to tcac h pcopie to unlierst'lIld "Sovie t." For 

example, thcse pancl s m , ma de of a film\' material. lkpi cr s) mbo ls of ide ,]1 

soeiali slll. Anoss the a is le is a v<:['\ different displ ay : rrillteu dOl'llments, 

black ty pe on white paper, [cJling 'I hullt soci'l lisl1l as it reall \' was in Stalin's 
S",'iet ( I nion . 

Th e next room in the Sak harov \ l"scllrn is a vast, dark warehouse litrcd 

from floor to ceiling \\ith narro w shel\'es a lld file drawcrs. DJ H<:re arc 

a lphabcticallis rs of people <:xceuted. The fil e drd\l'e rs contain i.lS much in­

formation :1> could be ,I?;a t h<:rcd about these indi vidua ls. ,m Small pho[()~ (If 
victims dot the she lve s. Herc and rh ere we see J j!,cnuinc itelll from the 

eamJls: a ce ll windo\\', J prison e r's uniforlli , a pickax use d in the min es. 

[ \1 'IS so illlpressed bv rhis mll Se lllTI, 'l nd from [hilt IllOll1ef)( un. I bega n to 

look ror sim ilar examples in counr.ries I visired- di sp lays prepelfed by libra r­

i<:s 'l nd Mc hivcs or, mos[ often, prepared 111 museUI1I". ' eer..ik" to Sit\ , rhe 

road no", wok me [() rhe darkcst place". :-S o \\indows, I ") bridgr..:~ : Jusr wa lls 

and i ... lanc.is tcrrible b<:\·"nd imag in :Hion. I dOIl'[ sup pose an\r )n e uljoys sli eh 

places . I h<l\e an extr ell1e " 10\\ roi<:ran ce fur t hem, and rhes<: im ages h'lIInt 
nlr..: at ni ght. Bur I sought them (III[, perh aps obscss ivcl\, becausc I lI al lt<:d 

to learn what pr..:oplc in ""riolls countries \I ere I,e in t; tOld about bad times in 

[heir own hi srurics. I had alll'ays be<:n f'ls(' il1 ~lled by 11l0nlll)le llts, but nu'" I 

louked at the m with 1)(.; 1\ ' e\es: what did th e) r<: vea l about the past' \\':l S thc 

tremendousl y powcrful " 111',1 of 1110nUI11CJ1(S bein g li n" ed to :l llernplS «) r..: x­

p bi n rh e past :I S objecri ve I \ as pu.ssi ble. ur \\ as th is J 1I r,1 sen'i ng the needs of 

a parricular group' 

I found, not surprisinglY, that it isn 'r alll'ay" casy to tell: th c <, <: arc ver \' '-'011)­

p le'\ issucs. Bur I began to rc,ili /. e hem vc r'. important it is fo r ,k moc['le ies 

to gi \'c rh e ir eiti /.c ns access to fill of the countr\ 's past. the shameful :is 11'<:11 

as rile nohle. In countrics th"l arc not free, thc rulers control tile i""l gery, 

and ,mernpt [0 manipulate symbols to tell the swry thcir lI'a), forbiddin g or 

d iseo ura gi ng :iI rcr n,j ri 1<: \ u,s ions. ()pcn i n ~ ,I cee" is all ongoi ng ,rr Il ggle cvc n 
in tkmocracies, of co ursc, including rh is eou ntf\ . I{II [ rile pr(lh lr.: l11 i, fen 

gre:lru il) l'(lunrri r..: s wlKre tile le,,; ;!1 e(jllil'aicnt of tl1L' .\'/~' l iJd l i llll.1 Illay 
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nu t report such an issue, wh e rl' the .l!,uvernment's interpretation of hi s to ry is 

the on" aeccptable UII C . PIe"se bear wit h me while we lou k at il few more 

im 'l gcs from hcl l. (I ha ve nlJ ny more, b ut will spare vou mus t uf them l) 

I;' irs t stop: :\u~uS[ 1CJCJH , Ih fl:hcnwald cOllec nrrat ion camp, located In pictur­

e~que hil ls Ju st outside (joethe\ hc" utiful cit \ of\\cimar, also the si te, be­

tw ee n thl: wars, of the shorr-Ii I c d \\'e im'lr Re pUblic. Wh ar;, we,r1th otS YIll­

bolism here ! 

The seuing itsclf is no tewo rth y: Weimar I:; in the clstC rn part of Germany 

and was rhus in th e Soviel/.one ot' occupation, which hcca me the Gnm:lT1 

Ikm()CI;J tie Repuhlie. The wall sllrrounding the GDR eamc down al ong 

with the Berlin \\<111. 1\ few isolated objects re ma in alun g the former border 

"etIVCell the two (,c rman \'" GIlk r<: , nCJ r E ise:nach, vou can sec am idst the 

bustle of thc :1l1lohahn th<: W\\'er that used (0 house e normolls sea rchli ghts, 

and a guardhou sc ,ln d gu,ud to \\Ct, manncd in the nor-so-disrant "old d.l)'s· ' 

bv \Olln g ,, )Id ie rs looki ng t'nr people tryin g LO ge l 011[ of the GnR. The: no 

man', l'lnd is no I ()n~e r visiblr.::; it mll st be ima.gined. There arc no his toncal 

marke rs. 

TIt<: l3uchenl\'l ld site is a mu sc um , and has been one since CDR times, 

This is wha t makes it so fa,c inating fur Ille: rh<: incrcdibl \ complex lave rs of 

his to ry-1\ui. (,[) J{ an d SOl'ier, post-So,i er (jerman--cach with irs own 

interp retuc ion of "the fac (s" (and I put "the (lCr~ " in quntll rioll mark s, 1)<:­

ca lise rhc) kecp ch angin g!). You ente r Huc h enw~d d through rhis arch 

IJnd er rhe n llc l !\a/.i \I()ga n "Jc tkrn u:J.s Sl' ine": to eac: h hi " own, to eac h 

what he desel I ": ' , to each lI'h ,n 's eOl11inc; (() him. " \Ve sc <: hcre one of rl1<: 

cell bloc k,; m. lnsid r;: EIIare memori als to the pri 'ilJn<:rs who li ved and 

di ed t here \the one you sec commc morate s a Proresranr pas tor whl) rricd (U 

protect .Ie \\" :md others and was tortu r<:d and l' .\ccuted); lDI a memorial "t 

rhe sitc "Ithe .kwish barracks; a lld murns in rhe l'fe rnaroriulll. Outs ide rhe 

l',1 11l P lEI we come to a ma<,s i\'e , Se)l ic t-st') Ie (;DR memorial. with a l<:\:( th,u 

reclH lntS hi,jor \ with Sll\'ict-style dis tortions; mand (() the dsh pirs, now 

id ylli c sh,]llrm tlepre,s ilJll' covcred With \'ch'ety grass . 1\11 th c se s ites b<:­

came parr of a \'as[, OllttiOor I]w , eurn d ur in ,g the (;1)1-{ era. 

When C;cno:rn v 1\'iIS reu nified, th<: Fedual R<:puhlic of Cermelll Y agrecd (() 

nl ,lintairr all CDR 1l1 0nUlllcilts :IS [hey were, in perpctui[y. This i" .E';()od, 1 

think, altileJllgh I knOll tilere is , 1I1lr..icrs[,w dahly, much grumblinl!, at the 

ex pcll se. People necd (() scc til<: sym bol s of each .s[[alUm as [he \ were rhr..: n. 

11ul . as I r!C )tcd <::r rl icr, <:xpLlllati"ns ,He nc<: li r..: d, and ril CSC arc su pplied in 

th e <:x(:el lc rn new museum exh ibits at Buchenwald, II here the \'ieller e'l n 
re I i<: I\' all th e ~ trat 'l :llId I iC II the hi st[)r\ I)f tile placc in light of the LlteSl 
hi storical r<:se:Hcil. 

13 



/<'<n me ,111 n pec ia ll y s(Unning and I' isceral ex hibit at Hl leh enw:l lu is (tI le 

still und e r Lun su uu ion, 'h it II ere , hCCUlhe hi,t lH ica l, :Irchcologi cal, 'Inc! 

f(Jr~' nsic rc,>clrch is still in pro/!-rL:ss. mI'm [,dki n.c; about the fores t ce meterv 

a fel\' stcp s from th e ca mp, rhe mas~ ~ran: of vil:rims of ",')]l ec iJ I Camp 

"'i 1J. 2." J ust 'Ifre r t he war the So vic ts found thc se[iJp at Buchen wald COlll'e ­

nielH for dca li ng lIith the ir own pri ~o ners. The Lam p, th e l' \ccut iun s, and 

th e gLlles were 'I sccrct, n':I'C: tlc d UIII \, afte r Thc C h :ln ~e s. \ s bodi es are 

discol ercd , c:[(: h is Ill" rkc.! with a poli shed stain le% stee l pole, cre:Hing:l 

grim forest -II id lin-<l -forc '>l ill rhis bea utiflJi , p'l, ru ru l scuing. 

It .lek on rhc main ru ,ltl, le t 's Il il e: oursc lvcs somc comic relic:[ m llv looking 

at :l billhoard I sPO t tt: u th c foll owing month (Se ptcmber I ,)S! R) in \ Io,coll'. 

up in IIle .')pam m ' -lills hy rhc unilc rsir\'_There \ a R us~iu n prlJve rh. '- ill/li.~1r 

/:rlffl l \ ill , lill;'i i J(II/orlr!?; (()':;;ir ', \Vh ieh means "if: ou love to go s lcd di n);, yo u'd 

hener 11)1'c til C<l r r\ Ytl ur sle d up t he hill too. " T his I-e rs ion saYS /. iIlIJi.I'h 
/:a/flIJia, lill/li 1If/I(lifi p larir '-if yo u love ({J go sleddi n~. vo u'd better love to 

p:l: uxes too . A pub lic' -se n ice ad WhefL: on cc rcd ],:.lJ1nu'i lI' irh I'arr\ slo­

ga ns LJ ~e d rn hang l Ru ss i:lm arc ie :lrnin)! [11:l t in a de mocracYciti ze n, Illus t 

PCI: for r( !:lds ,lncl liiJ rar ie s, J kS'i un [( ,() 111 :IIl Y \ l1leri e:Jn!> forget_ 

\J ort: memoria ls now: in th e " (;~ r 2()()O J 'i L:e lll e:d [J) ,ru mble II]Jon th e lli 

II herc \ er J WUlt. \ fC II mile s off the (;11<l 'it of Ca pe - I()II n, South\f'ri eCl , li es 

i<ob ll L: l1 h lJ lid. llllll the ill fam(llis pri ~lJn where '<cl 'ion \ JamlelJ "pt: nl milch 

oi' hi s liJ'c. \\' hen Su sa n and I I, ere the rc, in Febru:HI- .WOO.. our [Our g uide, 

\I erc f' ,mle r inm:w ; " bl in ging a "I ll'c ial an d pu igna nt im illedi ac v to rhe ex­

pL"r it:nee . (I 'h i~ \la~ Ollr fir,t I'j,i t [() the countr \ , tu in it iate J proJcc t that 

late r II'li n ;\lc llo n l;oull uur ion fllnd in,c; ~I n d ga\e th e \ lof[e:Il,( ,n Center a 

sple nd id nel\ p:Hl ller. LI. \ S.\, rhe L ih ral \- ,md In['or l1l:tllo n Associ'ltio n 'JC 
SOllth Afri ca.) 

Susan :md I ha d had a sim ilar e xpc riclllc the month before, in Vilnill 'i, 

Lithu ania, where formCl prisoners touk us thro ugh :1 parric illel rl \' " ri.sl: Illll­

scum in thc buil di ng that held housed the K(;B pri" ,n dur in g ')01 iet tim es. 

Loc:J 1Sill in :llI riJ ()Ji rics a lrc mp tc d I II C()\'L' r lip rhe excc ll Lilln ciu ll1lK r, bu r 

I cal ous Lithuani ,lllS /'efll >c u to le t this happc ll. T hank s to rece il[ wu rk of 

'H c lle lll<>.~i s l'i , rhc I'isiwr se e~ the rea l i'llJor, billu el -,r :l ined an d II ith sO llle 

o lJjeu ,s droflPl.!d b\ prisoners sC' :ltlcred (JII it , beneath the h3st ih' e T<.: C[ed 

Ltl ~ l: tl OlJ r. YOII will pe rh:l]" he rc lie ved to learn that I h:II 'c no pictllres to 

sh lJ\1 VO U . 

Th e cit\' of Ik rl ill is one g ig'\IHi c ~ 1· lllh (J 1. In t--la) 2()()!) , I tried to CClptlilC a 

fe ll I)f ir., perspcl.'l ive.s . Di e nCli c \\ ac hc, IEI :I I 'Jr h-n: lltll l'\ l'J'lon lllllC Ilt hllilt 
on [ (It cr ckn I, in ci e:ll ~ l r;tsst: , the J: ift h .\ I'Lll lie IIi' Ikrli 'l, to ce lc brate Ccr­

1ll:11l im peri al glo r\', lielS :1 IICW p l:ie::lf[ I, in ,ed let! :ltrc r Th e ( h: lngc" dcr 'lil­
in g .<lI Cl'e"i\·c ge ll c r : l l i"Il ~ ofl ' i et i l1l~ frollllil e l" a·l. i anu SlIvi e t e ra~ . 
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A few blocks ,1W:1) , on Ihe squarc in front of th c Humboldt l nilc rsity Li­

brary, 8 memori a l bv the artis t \ Ii cha 111lm:lnn (insulkd in IYY4/Y5 ) com ­

memoratcs th c '\az i book-burning uf \!<J\ 1'1 .,3 . Thc memori a l is diffic ult 

to pll()wgrdph, at 1e:ls t for me : it is a g!a s'i-eo\'L:red hole in thc g round thruugh 

whi ch one sees, in the earth be low, :1cl l,l mbe r fille d ".' ith empty bl)o kstacK 

units_ The plaque IjlllJtCS:j j·.l lllilial :H ld prescient pocm that Hein ric h l-kinc: 

wro te in l K2 U, incorpora ted into the men)()ri:ll at Dachau cOllcent rarioll camp 

too: 

f){/J u."flrl' ill Iff)f'lpil'i 1/11/: a()!'! 

1\ (j IJliIIl IJ II(,( /; I'r ,,'1'f11l1'1I1I, , 

Vrf'illfl/i!r !!l(1JI (1111 F ilaI' (III'/; ;)/<'11'(1/;1'11 

(That was ju ~ t a prelude, 


\\"he re boo ks arc burned , 


T he re , in th e end, pelJple will be l>ll rncd roo) 


OnL: mOTe: scenc fr' JIlI Ber lin, from the ])cut<,ehcs ~ Iu s ik-A r c hi l': IJII librar­

ian (and !>. Io rte nson Associate ) Silk" Bres lau is holding twO 7H rp m records 

hidd cn CI lia ,; d ming the '\a;. i \ e :l rs. In th e brOlln ell vc lope is .1 rccording of 

Louis _\ rm stro ng pl ayin g "S t. Loui s Blucs" alld "Tiger H ([~ ," both baoned 

b: thc '\.,r/,is. In th c "hite cnvelope i' :1 reco rdin g of 4) pe rat ic areas b ~ I-:/.io 

I) in za. It was so ld und er the COLill tn in a Berl in shop durin g rhe Secon d 

Wo rld W ar. .-\11 reLurd, from th e \'iuor -litlkin g :\Iachinc COl11pan \' we re 

ban ne d, so th e prop rietor placed a "Special Record" labe l over th e \ 'i ctOr 

lab el to mak e this banned itcm le ss obvious .'" 

Back in RU 'i, ia in September Z()()(), I hel d twO cxpe ri cnces 1 lVa nt to docu­

illent he rc. The publi c librar\, in Ros t(J\ -on-!)on , not far from th e Chec hnyu 

battle fie ld s, had Cl love l\' exhibitioll , " I-Ill ma ll Ri)..!:hrs throu gh thc Eyes of' 

Ch ildre n. " org:lIlized by a Il)e ,t! gro up _Ii!IIII Kids Iud paint<.:d pictures illu 'i­

(f :lti ng I Jri o lis articles of the: l' '\j Dccla rati on of lfu nl:l n Ri ghts. I liked the 

exhiiliri on vc rI' Illuch, but sea rched in vain for a pi cture aboLit m\' perso nal 

fal'orit L: , Article IS! (frc e cxprl:ss ion). "We didn 't inl'liide thdt arti c le ," the 

organi:rer told lll C; "we thought the co nccpt was too co rnpic x for children ." 

I gulpcd :lnd rc q r:l in ed mvsclf, hilt we nt away quite agitated . Lut er tha t 

d:l)' 1 wid a Rus s i:lll friend , a noted hum an ri ghts activi , t. about the inci­

dent, and hc :Ig rccd th,l( Art ic le 1<) V. :lSIl't appropriate for children . 1 I-OWed 

to talk Jnd writc :Ibuut [his as ufte n as I co uld, and I ha\'c don e so , in Ru ss ia 

and c lsellh e re. With ,til due res pect to the se .gl)() d people , th c ~ J rc IITong: 

c hildren (;,1n alid should be introduced to the conce pt of free e xpression, 

bcfore it 's too late. 

Th :l[ ,:lrnc \Veek I spent a fe w hours at rhe annllal J\. Jo,CO\\ ]looK I: air, IVh il'h 

hega n in the late Soviet era. Thi s W:I' the lirst timc r h ~l d hec n in " 11) '~ ()1I 

while the LIir wa~ on, anu I \I-anted to ,ec ir , hav ing writte n and spokcn 

I:; 



abuuc ir ofrc:n. (It \'I as h<.:r<.: thel t lll anv SO l ic:r ci ril.en s held rheir first- anJ 

often o lll y-\: hJ nc c: [() rouch foreign hu oks. \\<;;srcrn exh ibi tors cxpc:cn: c1 

the bouks [() '\\'a lk our ," J nd were deli glHni when rh t:' diu. Sruries fro m 

rh e \ lr"colV Buok h1ir were gUJL1IHc:e d co make 101 cr., of freedoll1 of n;­

pre ssi on wee p.) 

I am happy tu repu r[ rhar in Seprember ZOO(j, I founu no rea,o n co weep. On 

rhe cotlt rctrv, I smiled iI \\ hc n I 'W\\" \I oseol\' address and re le phu nc: l!uide s 

on disp lav, as lI'cll as L'!J .ln unalrered ed iri on of 'In O xfurd uicrio narv for 

'i [LJU e nrs. In rhe mid-I'JXUs rhis dicrionarv had bee n rep rinred in En gli sh bl 

a ."" 01 ie r publisher wirh SOI ier definiriun, of , ( JlllC kc\ \\'or(J,- "commu ­

ni sm," " imperiali sm, " "sociali sm. " "clpiralism"- rcplaeing rh e origi n,l l J e fi ­

nirions, anJ with rhe cume nr of rh c Oxford ri ghrs cditor. I\·c alll 'ays won ­

dered whar Sovier lI~c rs of rhi s l"Crl pup ular dicrion.1[\ rhullghr if rilcy hap­

pened tlJ reCl d rhose gc nuincl y SU I' icr Jefinirions in an Engli :, li dic t io nary!"" 

\\'c: arc ne cl rin g [he end of our JOli rncl ' IlOII ', bur I \\'lI ll1 us ro stop for a IllO­

1l1c nr in ( ;u,l(emala 'l nd rhe n zip around rhe lI'o rlu onee more (() see fou r 

mo re of rhuse lll c mori,t1 s H che side of rhe road . 

Guare mal3 is a sp cc ia l pLlce for me , as 111\ pa rt:nrs, Sol and Cc:rrru de TJx, 

li l 'cd anu \l urked the re fr olll 1033 rh rnugh I Y·j.J, le arnin g abour li fe in the 

h igh land \'i IL1gt:S and buil d ing sc holarl\ , cu ltural, dna per,on,I1 b ri J gc:, of 

rhc:ir {)1I·n. ,\I v vi sirs rherc a rc ahldl ' h ighl ; ': lllori oJlJI. anu I rr'l l'<.: 1Clfllunu 

the eounu; in th e \:ompa nv of fri<.:n clh· ghosrs ;d (Jn~ \l itl1 Susan Schnuer 

p It" Olll ,\ IO[{C:ll'On p'trlll c: r \ll J (. C: l' ili3 'lorre: '> and a re marka ble [eanl of 

'vlo [[ <::llso n Assoei He:, . 

I IVanr c() ,holl ~ o u cwo Lnidg <.: s in GUdtC:rJlC! la. c nco unre red on ollr I'isir in 

I, eb ruar) 2()() 1. Th<.: fir sr (]luilell''> 1llllike ls) brid ge is rhe: C<.:nrr,d B<J nk f)f 

(juatelllala, whi ch opn 'lre:s.l ll .: c\l·urk of public li braries like [his onc: ll in 

\ll t iguJ, II'h c:rc We.! sec ~ Ilii ng rc ach er, rc:adi ng. The seconu hridgc is Ann 

Came ro n . • 11 1 i\ 1ll c: rican authur of children '.s hooks IIho live s in PallClJdche l. 

rill' colin lI'hcre m v p ar~' nr s and oldc:r sisrcr li \ cu . Ann solicirc:d don al ion s 

' Ind bu i I r ch e [0\\ n 3 Ii bra ry. There I', 1I s ,1 fi rc.1I or nwst c: riou s or igi n, bur rh<.: 

tl) lHl adminisrration has cooperared , ,\n ll h,l'> colle t;re d more money, and 

the librar) II," ' 'I nC: \1 building null'. '\fy P"J'C: IltS II (J ulu b<.: su pleased. 

On thl' fin ed '>[ rerch () f mau \I' e stop fi r'> r ar a meillurial uursidc: thc: n<.: \\ cit ; 

uf Zhuhai , China . loc <\ teu in (J1lC: uf [he Sp<.:cial Eco numic /:o n<.:,,> n<.:ar Hong 

Kong. A loca l illan has op<.:nc:li ,1 hOU Se-Il11I SCUIll, a pri l' ,rr e <.:lHerpri .,c , in a 

vill:lge n<.:ar rhe ciry. Su san and I visitc u rltc: Jl1LlSeUlll in ~"\ 'ember ZOOI , 

wirh \ Jorrc:nson .\ s,oc iarc Q inJian . 

T he h"use is ;1 Ill an si"n in rh e (: hin c: s.: 't\ Ie, huilr C1Wlind rhe rurn of ch.: 
1,1" C'C: l1[lIrv h\' a \\' \: alth \' l()ca lmal1. The l'i1l agcr ,> "c:re PfIJud oj' tile m'lll­

1(, 

sion, 'llld when rhe Red C;ll arlh I\'cre cOllling, rhev ueeidcd ro prorect i[ as 

wcll as rh c\' e() lilJ fru ll1 uesu ll l' ti,)ll. TI,l' \ cOl'ereu ol'er rhe fine decor,u ions 

inside an u oursiue. Their dfort , wc re success ful: rh e build in l?, W ,i'; occu­

pied bur nor dc srroyed. Thc: 1l111 SCU l1l dirc:erot uecided to resto rc rhe ueeo­

rarions, _ hur [() lea ve small porri ons as [h ev lI'ere , ro sho \-I I-j"irnrs \l'h "r 

hau happ<.: lled. Ir Illay he hard (() spor chose portions on the se phmos; I hope 

vou can sec wlu c I'm ralking ahour. 

The nexc stop is another of th ose places whe re rh e earrh is soaked with 

blood an d che birds uo no r sing . I visirc d I' aryn Fore ,r, ne ar Smoicnsk, Ru s­

sia, on a sunny day lasr Jall uarS' lI. The snull \I'<lS deep 'Ill d pure II h ice, rh e 

air l'oll1picrc: l, sr ill. an u we \I e re rh.: onl v vi sito r,> tklr Illorn ing to rhe sice of 

rh e mas sacre bY rhe Sill·ic:ts of more di an 4,200 I' olish offiecr, in rhe spri n" 

of 1940. r(Jr decldcs rh e S()I'iers eLlim <.:u char che (;erm el ns cOlllmi ne u rhis 

crime, anu ic w,,, onls' afrer T he C ha nges ch ar rhe ([Il [h t:cl ll1C ou r. T iI<.: me­

mori,d park, a Polish-H lI,>sia n Joinr pwjec r, is sr ill ulllkr COll\ t ru cl i,;n. Tir e 

Pules ;lrc qllire f<J[ along \lic h rh eir l11em ori ak lilD includi ng '-i n impre ssi ve 

\la ll (,f name:, 'lI1U bri<.:finformarion , if an illl b lc, ai10l lc each of1ie:er . Yisirors 

literallv lIal k oler the Illa ss gravc as chel 1\ a.nuc: r ,dung th e wa ll. Rus sian 

conr rib llt io ll s (() rhe park arc co rni ng, IllI cicrsrand abls', lll ore slo\l' I\,: ch .: \' h:lI e 

IlUll\ issues (() II'urk chrou gh ' IS rh..: y p lan rheir memorials. 

In .\la rch of rhis \'el r Ill \ mel d leu nK (() an " i, lanu" like no och er I h,tl'<: 

see n: rhe cit; ,) 1' K<J lin in;!rau , formnlv Koenig;.bc: rg, a t iny um of Ru ssiCln 

rerricorv s ll rrol ln dcu eompleteis Iw Lirh ua ni '1 an d 1' 1) lanu. K:tiill in,!! I'ld is ..tll 

anc ien c (J e rman po rr (,n rhe Balri c S<.:a . Ir is fcllTIe U as rh e l it ~ oi Emnl:Jll liel 

K<l nr , IIlw is bll rie J here in rh e carhedral " 

Th ere II :l S absoillte is n () rhing Hl lS~ iall, or So vi et. ahour rhis pl ace unril rhe 

e nu of th e S..:conu World War. Briri sh and SOI'ier forc<.: s bombJrued (h e cit\ 

and the: C;<.:r mCl ns dcfc:n dcd ir, ,Inu togerher rh e \' de ,>rrol'cd illall Y of rhe 

anci<.:nr land marks. The il rh <.: Soviers occllpicd rh<.: ci[\. Sta lin ckport<.:u ",h <Jr ­

c.!\ ·c: r lucal pc:oplc survil 'cd an d imported nC: II inhabi r:J Il!S from I'"rious p'l re' 

oj the S""icr l :ni on. Koeni gsbu g was gone, C\Cl' pr for a hJll uful of build­

ings ; anu KaliningrClu , na me d ,lI 'cer rhc Old Bo b hevik who 1\'1' formal hc:ad 

of rhe SOI'iet srar<.: ('mill 101 i) unril I 'J-H). WdS horn. As home of rh e Baltic 

I'lec:t chc cir\' 11',iS closed cl c: n to Soviec eiri zens: ir II"IS .111 isl :lnu in borh 

rim.: anuspacc , enc ircled hy Sovler wall s. Th <.: cir \ is filled wirh gh ust.'>. I 

cc:rrainl v felc rheir pr c:,> c:n cc , Clnei so diu che grC:'lr R'l.s,> iCl n poer .l ()SL:p h 

Ilr od skii, who 11'3, rhere hric:fl v in IlJh-L In one o f hi s POC: Ill S ahuur 

K()eni ~., h<': l'i.',/ Ka linin g r'ld he lk scri hc:d rhe ciry as Cl piclCC: wherc: "r he trec) 
whisper .. . in C;er man.·"" 

;-"0 \\ I' ,liinin gra d is ope n r() th e Ic;' t of rh e \I 'orllL and ch c:re 'Ire ,,,n,e briu ,ges 
to rhe past as II c:11. aD A fC:\1 Jllolucring b()uk~ rc:mind us of rile lib lu r; " f 

I i 



KClnt 's unil ers it l ', the Albe rrina. famous throughout Europe from medicI'al 

times on . I hop c somconc will do s()llll: thin,~ 'l hollr the st: books. and ~ o(J n : 

they :l r":;1 prc,ef':n ion ni ght mare, The eitv has a mode rn unilcrsiry Ilitl! an 

lnt cfll t:t ce lHt:r i'undt:d by Cie orge Sows (one of 33 SLlch t:c ntt:b he esta h­

li ,!Jcd :It Russi :lll uni vt: rs iti es). Than ks [() this center there is a project to 

document Ilh:1f i, left of old Koeni 'C·,I )cl)'; and mount rhoto~raphs on th e 

Ime i'llet , " ,\ 1\ (\ LJlinin ,!.:,rCl d ha s become J model for Ru ss ia , havin g Ju st 

pJ,SCU w hat J he lievc i" the co untry's fir st frccdolll of infurm 'llion al'll 

Finally, a fe lV wo rd s ahout hridges, I've mention ed some-Ceorge Soros 

anu his founuations, part icula rl y in R IIS~ i : l anu Haiti but in many other eO lln­

cri es as well; che I ,ibrary for Fore ign Lite rarure in Ru ssia; our p:trcner~ in 

Latin Ameriul and Sourh Afri ca-and I W:l nc to ,ldd some others to the list 

th at ha ve been imponant jn my life in re ccnt \t;<l[S, This is hv no mean ~ an 

exli au stil e list; I plan to ucvOle consiue rahlc.: space in lhe mem oir,., I hopc to 

write to che dozens of or,~,lIli za ti ons anu indiviuuals I have worked with 

pcrsonall y. Let llle nnw JUSt say something abouc c<l[egories of brid ges, \I'ith 

a few brief exam rlcs, 

hrsr, che rea llv bi g brid gcs, th e kind thac sran lllajo r bodi es of water anu 

carry stc,l UY srre 'l ms of train s, buses, crll eks, cars, an d ped l! srr ians on differ­

cnt Ic ve ls. ' Ihese arc the fOll ndalions-,Soros and \lcllon, CarTl t:gic and l;oru, 

Berrelsm an n, C; ,m!s, C;e[[\ , and others - all d govc rnmcn ts th 'lt support li­

brar\ -relaled projects as p:lfl of th e ir fore ign :lid, 11\ this counr n no n-go\'­

er nm enta l organi zat ion s li kt: IRI ': X, che Internaciona l Rcsea reh and 1,::\ ­

elnn gcs Boaru, havc playe u an eXlfcllle l\, important role by scrving as pass­

throllC';1r org:l nil. :l ci olls- conn ecring links in the bridge s),<;[cm, if " I)I! \\'ill­

win ning gOl 'e rnmenr anu founuarion grants anu re-gramin g the fu nd" to 

universities anu inuiviuuJh to (;8 [[\ out specific rrojecrs, 

I ca nn oc c mphasil.e strongl y enough che importance of th esc large-, erle , 

lllultimillioll -<ilJllar, instiwcioll :rI brici :.; ,_ " wit hout 1\ Itich ()r~"n i /.:llio IlS likc 

th e \-jurtCnsoll Ce nter, and inuilidu " h likc me, s imrl y cou ld noc have fune­

cioncu. Thc) make it po,ssihlc for LIS and ollr eoll ": I ~ lIes arollnd tbc world to 

cros~ fl ' ','r th e chasms ch at scparate us and [() v,urk together. Profession ,tI 

assoc i'llion ~ , es peci:tll v inccrnational ones like IFLA. [he Intelna li lJll cdl '- eli­

crarion of Libr:H\ .\ssoeiatio!ls :lnd Insciwtions , also ser\'(; as excremely im­

portanc bridge,'>, prov iuing chrou!.:, it their cll nfcre nces and acril' iries opportu ­

nici es for co li c:l;;.IlcS from arollnd th e world to !\le e t anu coILliJor,nc. 

I~llt ch ere is another kinu of bridge Chelt is equall y importanc, anu Without 

which the big brid gcs leaJ nowhere: che lictle fOl)[bridge,. uften sh'lk)' and 
creak\. frcquelltl ~ _, rru ng cogcthcr with hailing \l'i re :m u chewing gllrn, as 

ch e,) '>Cl y. \\'e Cllllle UP'"1 th t: ,> e;: bridgn in un e:>Cjlc c: ced pl'lce,s. "i ll rll' o arc 
alikc , alld til e \' arc <lm,.l/.ill g in thcir loca l color and in their ahllnd'lncc. 

I I. 

I alll talkin g, of course, about / )('()jJir, about thc librarians and suppo['[c rs of 

librarics I ha l'c Illct al on!', the road. In rll<:ir own mode st W'l)'S the)' helve 

eh'ln ged the world for the beller, The\ helve enrieheu my li fe and l od ,~ed in 

my hemt, anu I am so rrolld that I hal c IlJ J the opportunitv to Ilu rk wi rh 

thcse remark:lh lt: people. I coulu tell yo u so many bridgc swries, hundrc ds 

of thcm, fmm n1\' O W Il exrericnee or tol u to Ille bv j\ lorrcnson l'\ss(le ia[l,;s 

an d ot he rs I've met alon g the ro'lci. Lt; t me close hI' sharing wirh yo u two 
srories th ,l[ I lo ve. 

T lte first swry was wlu co Susan , Kilt\':l, and l11e by Ollr H aitian partners, 

There is a library in Port au Pri nec ulleu "Etoile Frlanre," Shooting 'lt dr llD, 

sr <lr tt:d bY:l group ofyollllC'; people in 1901. ullfing ch e coup th ar de posed 

Prcsident J\ri~[ ide. B~ tile tinlc we visited, at th e end of 1996, it \\a" a thriv ­

ing illstituriorl wich 11'1CiIl\ rca ders, and with a sllla ll hookbinding businc <;s 

ch at brollg lt t inelJlll e to tltc libra r\', When lhe\ sta rte d E ro il e Filanre the 

found e rs, who lil'ed in Oll e of che e irv\ wo rst SIUIllS, were barel y li ref<lCt: 

thel11 sc lve, . bur some holl' lite,) hau fig urt:u o ut that reauing anu book s were 

good thi ng", 'lnd they in sisted that rhe y \\'ante d a library. (Thc \' Ie,nncd 

quickl y \Ihat rcal reauin g is l) The SO fOS Found 'l rion helped chc rn get staned. 

but the in spiration came from the y()ltn~ people, :lI1d th c" rt:a li l.ed the ir 

ure<lm by work ing cl~aillsc od u.s 11'(; eJ n \) '1[cly imagine. E ro ilc 1,' ihllHe i ~ 

thri'.ing rodJ ;" onc "f a handful of frag il e bridge, in an islan d,country des­

I'cratel y in need of hri dge ... . 

Thc Swr y of our i\l (Jrtcll'>on rarrner in C;corgicI (nor tht: Pcach :';ute, bur lhc 

formcr .'io liet rcpublie) is vcr\ differenr but equall y rem arkabl e, A small 

group of lihmrians Cdll C:lced in the t n ited SrcltcS , ~e\'t: ra l of tbenl at th is 

l· ni, ersi e;., retll TJ1 cu home in the early '(jOs anu started :l colltinllin,l'; e ll ul'a­

tion cente r fur ( ;eorg ian libLHicIl1 S. \\n rking to ,gc th e r Oil rh e ir O\l'll timc- all 

hau full-tim e jobs-the), ,CUL gr.l nc.s :lnu perslIClded a I<!caluni versi [\' to ,g ive 

them spaec. T hc )' Joineu forees wich colleague s ill Armcnia and i\1.e ri1aijan , 

cheir nc ighbors, and pro\' ide u a neutrJlmeerin ,L';-pl:rcl! for t lr ()~ C two lI,anillg 

cUlI nrri e s. I m il The C lwn gcs all chrce wcre S()vict republi cs, and thcse 

libr'lrian s had he e ll eolle'lg lles, mc eting logcther fre qlleml ),. ' (JII th cy Il e re 

all independent , 'lnd two of thcm had bt: cn engage d in a bittcr war. 

SUSCln and I were prcsent at ch e firsc of th es t: IllL:eting.s, ill Thili s i, Cc()(gia , 

in June ]')YK, One el 'cllin g ,ifcer dinncr, as people were dancing to the irre ­

,siscible Illu sic of cil c CJlll':I'llS, one of thc I':lrricip 'lnr, frol1l l\l.er \J 'l ij :ln " lid 
sonleriring co Ille th,,1t I' ll ncvc r fOf!~cr: "1·1011' Cln I dance with Armcnians ?" 

he asJ.. c: d, Ilith :lllgllish. " ~ I ) , on wa, killed in [hat war," lie rcflCL'l cd for a 

m<>nl c.: nt, cilen si,C'; hc:d 'In" said , "Bllc lilest: 'liT m y coll eagucs, lihrclri 'llls, 
:lnt! sOllle ofrItL'r1) 'Ire ()Id friends frol11 !)cr<> rl', '" I'll dan ce \\ icll tilclll." -\ nd 
lIe did. 

IQ 



Cl J1 <.: II I [II<.: k <ltl cr\ Il f [il i, "Il rcrp ri,,<.:, B", i k i Stv ili Cl . is il :1Lk el[ llllllOi, W I!<.:r 

II i ~ I'h.D. III th<.: (irctd ll atc ,"choul "I' Lihr,lf\ ~In d l n forma[i() i1 SCi l 'J1Ce, Cl nd 

wh ile hc IS he lc , hc l'IJlHiJ1IIC \ [ II \\'In k w ith I,lS cr)lI cag ll<': s ill (;c or~ i ", \ n llc­

nia, and \ze r\)eJijJ fl , bv c- Illail , Libr<lr i 'llh in [hc [hrLt ' co untrics cllfl t inllC 

Il lci r SClll l ll ar" ,lIld lrct l ll lll J~ :lLt i \ il i <.; " III ,III [hrL l: 1,1:l l 'Cs (II illl [llC Jnivc ill ­

\'oln:llw l1t o f th l: ,\ ll1 eril,fl l I , ihr:][ \' A"oci:uio ll), alld t hc (; <.:<)[glll ls Jrc rc­

Illirid i ll,l! th" i r " rld ,!!,1.: [l) I~I I "LI :1' \\' <.' 11. 

\\',d[er :-' Illr t<.: n"oll W:IS !lOt :1 l ih rarian, hill he hcli c \'I~ d in librerrian,s ami in 

ri l l.: bri ( I .~ l: s [ h<.' ~ c: fl uld hlilld, Jlll.l [hrollgh his g ift s III l he: l' n l \, crsi t \ () f Illi ­

n !,i " 1 . lhr ar ~ he c n:ll, k d u ~ t. ; c r":l tc ,OJ]lcr l'lIll g Ilcre: tin t is uniqu c .Inel 1" ' \\ ­

erfu!. 'I o!!,cr her wirh Ilur inrcrn:lf lo nel l I' ClITll c r'> , .I m i w it l l \ i ta l SUPPO[( from 

()U I' l ,S. Jl em ner" ril e Ji l l no is SLUe: r .1 bren\" t he C" lInci I ()n Li hr'li\ an d 

Info rJn ,rr irrn I{e:,rlllfcc" the Q UI.: e:n s Ilnro l lgh 1'lIb l'le l . i[) "II· Y, 'JIld mh" l s ((I 

ioin liS, 1 hOjlc-rhe C e nter. \\ i th th e h<.:I [1I)f h i,!.!. br id ge,> , i, link i ng hu n­
d reds 01 ' Sliia ll bridge' III til .1 n o: n, ork "I' m il , 11J1 \J nl i [" d potenr i,l !. The Ilet­

work i" El l' f rurn C(JI"llp l e h C:l l ~ i l'l: . of' ,- , JI l l" '; . b llt (' Ill .111 I"c urahle opt im ist, 

el l! d I l i ke ti l [ hI1 1l, [kit IJl IC d a\ 0111' Il!idgc.;" [I!~c.;[ h l:f I\ ith I lI lIn\ I\ rhe; r." , 

tr ll h " i ll ' 11'111 t h e: w ,.I1ls .Inc! 1., land, Ill' rh is \\I .rld , Llh r: l rio: , 'Itt.: 1'1111 Il [' \\ in­

d l j\;;· p c.;acefl ll pl.ll e:S ,doll g rhe; [O d d w el\ II soe l crY~iln d l i hrarian s :II C 

r.;ood. ~ r Ll [d \' I)[ iti g<.:s , 

( ;1'1.:111., III L It\ l' I\,h: .. .. u, ,, .11 1 Il lllK.·j ,ull lI.I til' lid : 111." 'HII \ ', . 1\ 11\ Ik rl, .1 \\IIt:H dn \\ til t Jll i l d,," " 

.,u d III Itlt. kL' J 41 11 !IIi ... ,IJ U\C ItIJ 
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\111" 11\\ 1111 r i IIOlIlI; IIN i 

III 	 "t,.:~ I'r riL!'tll(""\J ' IljlN \ 1',rlt.:II'llII l .t.:lIlITL', HJlllnrl NI. ' ,,;, ,},. NII/ fJl I dllfllHIJIfIIJ, 1'.lmflll'liillllr'lI 

{If,f ,\,,,ir:'I . 
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111 1 1'1" l r tl~ 1 ,11' 1\(1' \I .., ,jl' " ' I ~tl;' I1I1 11 11"11 ' 1'1 I lll' . 


' l ll~ 1'1l"'~ I~ I II dH.: t 111\l'r'IH \ ,. ~U\1 ' 'o 


~\..·oL Il,c I ' ml H. '\U~kf'IIr1 l'rJ l,n ., IlldlHIIH/! til ,l Ll .• 1Ill ' ti ll' ,\It ..\ l ' I t:~ ,., I q~ I · l'lh~ . 


\ 11 1 11.l1 1k, hl l ' !tz.l lu:rhl .l lI.ltlj'.I ,l\0\\11I 1.,; 1I1l: f it" p H. 1111\: 
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\"'IIlti H~' Ilq, 1.1 h II 'I~ h. . 1 1'lIr ,,,; iI '~ Il'tl!, i lll'ltm Uilill ,It'01'I Ih (.! 'o 1L:II ""t....... 
III/IU Ht"rI,It"J!tI'l 11",r!lflrl )rH/lllIo'{" 
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