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\1111111 I ," i ~ onc of :\ll1cricCi 's fo rc­

Illo,>r rh eol ogians allli rc l i~ i"u s hisrori;JI1 s. 

I Ie spe nr his caree r ar rhc I lni vcr,irv III 

C hi cag" D i\'in iry SchooL where he is rhe 

1:,lir!':" 'd . Con e ])i s tin guis hed Service 

Professor I': mcrirus, 

He is:1 fe ll o\\' ofr he oldcsr scholarl y socicries in thi s cou ntry, rhc ,\ ll le ri ca n Acad ­

cm y "r.\rrs :I nd SC il:IH;C, :I IlJ rhe '\ l11e riccllll'hilosophical Socicty, and th c recipicnr 

of m:.II1 Y med als, including rhc 7'.la ti ona l Humaniri es f'. leda l a nd rh e ," :I ri on:ti 

!look /\\Va rd , I Ie has rceci\'ed (,7 honorary doc rorarcs, 

H e is the 311r hor of mll re rhan SO hooks, amo ng rhern \loLiern American R.e li ,l;ilJll 

an d The One J nd the \Lln Y: ,\merica's Search for th c Co mmon Good , and cdiwr 

of rill" ney\S le n c r (:ot1teXr and con rrihllring e ditor (lI The Chri sti an ( :el1(l lry, 

Hc di rected rh e ren ;ndy comp leted ti \ e-vC:lr Fund amcnta li sm Projcct of rhe 

Ameriean Acade nw iJf.i\rt.s and Scicnce ,s , whic h "rudi ed compa r:niv<.: fun d:l mc n­

(:tii st re lig ious m()\ cr11l;nrs J fO l1lUI rhc world , ' I'h is lectr lre der ives from rhat IlfOJcct, 

I'f()fcs ~p r \ bl rv it:IS L'; ive n hi S icc(llre:.1 paradoxica l ririe: "Religion Oil rhe: Cluhal 

Sce ne: ' I he Kil le r Iha t Heal,>" In light "frhe cvcnt> "i' Sep rcm ber 1J, rh e [opi c 

r:lkcs Oil il L: " ,i ~llific :lnce. I :1111 J e li ,!!,hrcd rhar \\'C can rn~ rk rh e tCllrh :lll ni\' c rs:t r: 

of rllc :'- jolTcnsnn Ccnter with rhis lecturc by !\lafl in \ Iarry. 

:v.hrian l1:! ' I ~ I \ Choldil1 
l>in.:l' ltIL \lnrlt..'tl"\ol l l .l.'II (":1' I HI 

11I1l"I"fH ll lfllod 1.lhr.lr-\ l'lf1~r:'nl~ ~JlH.J 

't4J(' l l1t""~ I lJ "l ill,!.!lIi .. lll.-d l 'l i lk"ltr 
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';,lIll"lh_ t11l1l1C11 II Int\ dl'lh~l1r til ttL'. kl OIL I rll1t1l l ! .j .... \l'ur ', 

1L'I"lllrL ;.a..;.:~IUI..,t rill.: h,h'~,L!,I'l1I1Ul l ll thl~U.: pJiJ":.lJolI·'Ij'h .... 1,~jIlH 1\\11 

I'q\4111' Illut l.: dllll: t 1'0111 111 \ n" 11 J,.,nJ , II f I"lId t 1.111'11\ IJe '1Il-'j \ 1 

~'hlll ...~'lli 111U\ "',:c.·rn ,, '11,\,llll.' \ h'llI i:.dll ,nlnc 1 1~1\ ~' fl1.il.: .i. "~nj ~ " 

IIH.. plIl,l i ... hL.,d \1.:1',inlillt Ilu, k·t..'tll t'l,: . dlilL.:ll ii' il , ..... tUt \L d." .... ,II 

lu' II,,' JUTlI1' "I'~, I'lu"h.r II. 11i.11 I ~L·n..,· "I"'IIJcr~d " III,Iie III 

iii 11 H. W:l:',I,jull, 10 I'l' rd ..:\ 11111 III it. I{lllll!..'.'. 1111' ,"h,i L'd 11.,' Itllll! 

hL:l:-lt ill\ 1I1~ I II it HI. lIlId 11110: 11&.:\\ \\u,ld \\1.' ,:llh':f'L·J lin.. '-.l'I' IL'tll· 

hf.:r .."'.... \1-., In ,h;II'Pl.11 1hl· 'lIhil:l.·\ , 

Ikill. t: Ji'L' " ·lI". ill:':, I,,·, .: i, Ji,,, ,,;til <ill \\10,,·10 '" ,,,IIII""~ ;1 ' I 
h~!\ L" I",,~ h~l.'ll 11",u..l ... nll,i,l the. '1111,"'14111:"\\ hill j, i1 "hOI II rdl­
~i ' lll It II lot ill ., til ,p irillJ.dil\ ) 1I1 :1I1..'lIllh'\' ~r, "f Jill .ti\ :Ih:" I'h.:tll'lL' 

" ' ii' ":lIIIL: III I,iil :1.,,1/,., ·,1' h~,oI'-" II i1f II! Ill' ,,,,dl~L'III" ,'IIL" 

U,il" ~ . ill l'l.: Plsi lw\ l' &.!1I1It.' illlt) tt.· ... '-· ~ ln:lutt!.! llt,-, .. kilHn:..!." ...it.it.-' 
tlu"ollgh tl1h:li),ItiUfi;d 'ludiL:'!lf L" ,nllH.:1 ,tit IIlL; 1,.:li~IUll' Ii I I...''''' • • , II\, 
IIlhl'llwll j, dt.\.dl'llltlllu,: ... llllh oj n.:liCi"' I·' I'uk' ;!! ilL tllll~ ,111l1 

hf·If1~1I11!pt.'at·!.. . nH.I":L·nlH.·ih;'lhllt , IJ'JllIlll l1n ~ ~, utll O1-,I1,:!--lllIk 

Ilh" ....·IIII·jeL· hL~llltlHI ,I,i, l'Olltp fL , IOl,ie. I hl' rL1" il 'C 'l'~ I'IIII' 

prll\ ,tiL· 14111 fllt1 11 \ dlll~1 I'll h. Ilh ,id(,,:~ fur lIn ..: tt. g, .1II1 h... l'"pn~ll\ L'. 

, .." Itll II, .. IPIIIIIII 

On i\'lay 10, 1995 a[ [he annual m eet in g ofth e Ame ri can Aea denl\ oL'\w, am] 

Sciences in C am bridge, [ reponed on tile mosl eXlensive a nd expensi'e re­

sea rch and publiea[ion proj ect In [he mu -eenruries long hi sro ry of [hat 

Academy. [relllinded [h e a udience, [ho ugl1 i[ had [() be aware of a ll [his, [har 

irs leaders had c hartered a six-ycH swd\' of mod e rn religious fundam e nt;] l­

isms, e'il)Cci~ J1 \' those of mili ranr sorrs. The\ 11 <1 111CU me uircero r and 1 1l;,IS 

Joined by R, SCOlI r Appleby, w ith w hom red ited fi ve la rge vo lum es from "The 

Funu <1 .l1 e m a li s ml.rojee [.. a[[he l .ni \e rs i[y of C hi cag o P ress, 

r l;"le [0 get to w day 's [o pi c d ise i pi i nes me no[ e \ en to begi n [(J wan der down 

[h e paths dl a [ project rook us; [h e \'o lunles ;Ire read ily J\ 'a iLihle, a nd sa) Il lrl re 

[ l1an I11m[ mlgh[ want [() know, '" Lhey h;iI'e made [heir mark around [he 

II <)rld , in [he sphe res of mass coml11liI1ie;1[CJfs , ed ll caw rs, poli[ie!;1r1'i, clerics, 

;Ind military people. ])lIfing [he ,i x years () j'i [s li i'c, Dr. Applehy ;Ind I, karin g 

[hat [he wpic ;Issigned LIS b v [hose who chose liS might be eelil)scd by o[her 

wor ld el'en[s and [fcnds, kept yellmv- hi g hli gh [i ng news s tmi es :liJo U[ f1l11U:I­

men[;lll'[ l110 vemelHS ;Ind el'erHs :lfCJllnd [h e world in [he d;lily papers, 

What if, I asked, [he Academy in ]lJH7 had as ked lIS [0 "ddrl'" large n[ ropies 

th at hade \\'ell [() be scm I-permanent. F or example, " I I.S,-Sov iu Relarions in 

the 21 S[ CelHllfy." O r: ' \ 'he 'I 'hrea [ of !\p;lf[he id 's E xpor[ from SOl l[h ;\ fri GL" 

Or: " '1'1 ",' Impe ndin g S pre;o d or l . iiJe r;o[i () n 'i'IH.:o l, <.:!,ies and Orher I,ko logies 

of t he I ,efr." I: in ;all y: " Prosec u[in g 'he Co ld \\';Ir in I[s Second I: if[ y I'e;lr,." 

' l 'I""e top ics nOli he lo ng [() hi s t"r~, ;I nd recede fmlll rh e front of o m p"pers 
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and of our minds. But modern religious flindaillentalism s arc ~It tile l'erHer of 

the most trallm ~J{ic news ,rories ~ lftcr September 11. 

"\t." I ql"II\,': 

" Every d ~ly therc arc reaso ns to reac t [() headlines in vol v ing rllnd~lment;ll­

isms, buth intern a tionall y and dome sticall y~\et opinion polls sho\\ lhell the 

l iS public 's ,lwarenes.s of sysn;matie threats or promise .~ fWIll flindeinK lltal­

isms remains relatively low." John E. Rielly \cd: yes, spelled thus] in a book 

prompted by the C h icago Counc il on Forei,gn Relation s in 1995 reported that 

only "a third of the public and slightly more ofrhe lead e rs i.)<) percent) believe 

that the possible e xpansion ofisiamie fundamentalism could represent a criti ­

r et! threClr. " 

"Should the I:undamenralism Projeer hJve rung figurative alarm bells \\ith 

on e h:lnd and tried to calm tl \IJ~e wl10 stereotype ctnd exa ,~gcrate fundamen­

tali s t threats with the other?" 

That was s i·, "' ld a third ye ars ago. 1 wottld Jn swer lhe qu e stion, "Ye s." 

One \ e:lr Liter I was asked to add ress "The Fuwre of \Vorld Fundamental­

isms" ~lt th e .\meriean Philoso[Jhic,t1 Society in Philadelphia. The ulk op e ned 

with referen ce to the wrili ngs of one of the ZOO scholars who pa rticif,lated in 

rhe project, th e bte Briti ~ h ~ ocial philosopher Ernt:st C cJlner. In 1992 he 

foresaw three ideal ty pe contenders for dominance in the new century: 

" I. Religious fllndamcntali s m 

2. 	 Relati vism, exemplified fo r instance by rhe recent fashion lIf 


' pos tm od e tn is m. ' 


.l. 	 Enlightenmcnt rationalism , or rationalist fundJmcnta li,m." 

These were extre me forms III' what hundreds (If millions of that to which 

c itizens around the world we re gravitating. Cellner was pu zz led that the firsr 

or thcse had oUtlasted Soviet (;omnlLlnism; th:l[ the .second Vi:ts eha racruiz­

ing both high and broad cultures in nation ~ like tht: I inire d Stares; and that 

nor more would engage in the critica l appropriation uf Enlightenment thought 

and achi e ve ment that Gelln e r himself fa vored. 'Nhat about the first of rhcse 

three, <Ind its future. 

~L:4'UI1C. l l1Utll:tllI'" : 

"A s for futures: e omhine th es e fttndamelltali s rn wirh religious 

c[hnonation ,}li s ms :1 nd one lind.s ~ I) me (If the Illost perplc :-; in g , confus in g, 

pUZ'l.ii l1 f(, and hc..:n1Us ing fon.:cs. The) ;lre had (0 :lI1rieip;lte , IIl l:a te, or de fine. 

The\" do not fit the conventions of dirl()mac ~ , since s itch mm'elll erlLS ' rake 

nu prisoners,' nl ~lk e no compr()mise~ , (//IfllI/fI)' /LV)I1/ojiJllll.\ o f /f l/O/ i sm/ha/ 

IrrfllSfmr/ //()/II/ri(lrif's or .wbvn l mll'i-·/:lilioll.1 of t.rtl/jiIlY" II talics here. not in thc 

origin etl publication in 19<)8]. 

WeClried b y work in the yea rs in which these ji,rees becanK too famili ar to us, 

T \\ ~I nted w "I y good-bye. 

\, II", 1.'1111. '111111:0111111 nllmh"r thr",,: 

Fundamentalists h,]ve demon strated rhe power of eon\'ietion in the world of 

' posttn odt:rn ' reLtli v ism,' and ha ve held lip rhe mirror to complacent heirs of 

the Enlightenment. The y often do moderate or compromise , and are less 

likel " to do S ll ifstigm:tti zed, ur alllumJled LOgether in simplv negari\'e rerms. 

Still , m y \V ~]\ 'e of ,good- bye , inspired b\' good will and me asured ~rcttitlid e to 

people who provided such a \'alid and interesting subject of srud\', can hc 

discern e d lO be made, at least in th e pn;sent in srance, by so meone who will 

sray a lert , and who k ee ps rhe fjnge r~ of that \\, ;1\ ing hand crossed. " 

Th,1{ same fin ,~er, - e ros sed hand ne xt pointed l1le to other placcs where reli­

gion could kill, or heal. Three years \\ith the Salzhur,g Am e rican Studies 

Seminelr on the re lig iou s di m e ns ions of ethnonationalism, h\ no means all of 

which Cdme close to our definitions of fundamentalism. PillS two \ears with 

I':rnor y ( ' ni"ersity (plus the C :lrter Cenrer) and a hricfsting a t the l lni\ 'crsity 

of ( ::Ipe ' lC)\\'n purs uing the religi o us dimensions of httman ri ghts. A yea r of 

rese:lreh and confcreneing on intense religious l'!lIl1mitmenr.s on both sides of 

rhc C airo Conference (1995) on Population , lk",elopment and \Iigra tion. 

\ Iost recently, fin and with leaclers at tilt: ){ockcfcller Foundation on the 

reli,gious aspect" of "Globali zation Ethics." 

And , throu g h it all, on the healing side specifically and J. llTlos t obsess ively, 

yea rs of reseJrch ;md writing on the international. illler-religilllls, intercul­

rural, and interdisciplinary approach for the Park Ridge Center on " H e,t1th, 

Fa ith, and I':thies." 

'i- tl UPII'I, I", InItIlIUJ.!.. It j, lillW lull1r1" 1,1 l In- L'tlrn:"nl "i,:IUre. 

I{csllming old habits from the Fundamentalism Project ye::trs, i resolved [0 

do higldightlng of headlines from the da y after Labor 1);1\', 1'11\' rcrurn frolll 

summer preoec Liparion s, until September 20, rhe I\illrtenson i ,el'ture date. 

There is IlO \\ eI\ to make the findin gs \·i\·id except to hi g hlight those high­

lights, though we hm e time onl y to s:lI'nple th l: "llIlndalH example." th :lt ,HC 

vis ible {() all who read the papers. From .'';eplelllber4 [(l September 11 , ZOOI , 

[ will reproducc 3(, Ill' tht: man y possibilirics dc:ding \\'i [h religioll '" k iller 
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and hea ler. Those readers wh o find rhi , reckoning [() repre se iH ov erki ll arc 

free [() , ample and move on, bur I be lie \'e rhi s jumhle of ra n do l11l ~ -, c<.ju c nccd 

irem s 11l.:lp makc a "medium is rh e messClge" [loinr: there i, a lot of vo latile 

and controve rsial relig ious act iv ity going nn "our rhere: " 

'I 

" 

I. ,,, \ ..Iitpll it lt ':. 

"The .II1,lIrll I'. I IL e 1'1 
l 'lll1ctlncd . 

IIclid,; I" Illl' ,"clllllre ,,,,/,, ;.,,"" I'CIt ""card, )11,1 II I ,,'re- ,II', 

thc cll"".!II;IIIII'" 

" 11I1,h ' 

("mc [11 '~hm,k" III 
I,," ~ 1:\1 1JI I ~CIi\CIll I ;"1,1: 

\ Illul 1Ic."\l"Spo;pcr I I J! ~ I 

IlIh31[:':.I ( '"h"IIL Y 

, \f~hlud IId~" D"n""I\~c, AiLl \\ "rl\"... ,\,,,,, "', hilll, ,Ii" '111, :" " 
(IIIClgli d~d ""d,cr~ .,tl\.II\t;J ,-,I ~l'tcJdh::', ( i" ,,' ,1,,1\ I \I '" 
fit:' 1111 rhl[ unf"Idin 

\ ( : ,.:k "lllulreJ I 

t I" I" , II" " 


<'a"I1111 ' \lIli-S"'Il;li~111 h \liw ,o,ld Well 

,gill' 

,iga;II; ((di!!;".. , \'i"'c."IICC hXl1loJe.. 

1'l'IIdi '\ I,\.h\ Sukid" I 111 

I :clllmi S\ "";:,,gUl' HCfll1clIs ' I'II, 'L'lIr~ .\flc' I ;IL' 

1:";1"-11",,,.1 H""I,ill~ (;(Is II,,,,.,, rr"n\ I '.!'!, \gL"" '\ 

Bt'If"" I'rllh;,':lllis SU\ Tile" til"" 1'\"1"'-"" 1III'"l" 

c:hri"ill" lilllh,..Il!L' (J"'lhlltl~ Hilllul \\ill, " ",-L'" '"IJ ( , 1111 

~~r\","i\" '1'\\ j" 

r t II '1- HI .. 

·\,,1 1...· . . 

I nnc':'1 ..... JUllhlll 

HI '.11111 Ihe:\ i • .:li",,' 

EII,I. :;":".-1,,,, 11I1"rm1 (;,"wcn.11I III'Iui" ill". \lid",I" k, 
rtll'j,,". ·'110" 11"lv 1.:or..1 "'.ullIl~"'m rllr Hel,,: i II Ii I I" dill 1111. Iii 

. 1,1I111).II,l i· \11I,linll" J ' 

III, [;",,,,,,pI.III<:' ;II \ 

I", ",~d ;n I"'))i. 

IIl1sh 1'leI" 1:1I\"~ I.. S"d, l'''llL''';1I SUdol11 " '1".1,, ', Ii 11.,11 
I!.I"IIS ""Iil;ll Ih.1I 10 ..... k,lIcl! I"HlIltll,,'" PL"I"I' .11 I" \L ", . 

\lIISI'"I ,~II\"'"1111l·lil •• (.Illi~il.lll rdJl:1 )!III' 1\ . , 

Shull's '1.:1111 :il), hI :" I I 'II 

l"a'llC ,1\ ",dcl Hi de \\ ", I. Ii 
KI"'"1Cilii I,.,J ~~Id 

Mcdi,,!: (;"J: 1·I~l1I"",, ..r Ili"d" Dc\"Ii"" 

rhc [Irll!i"~ "rZi,,"i~1IJ .rll'~I.·iII1C,-llrlhl.t I Ill'" .= 1111 III 

pCf"lC(.III ..... •· 

I 'nmo.:; f :kr)!~ ,Ilcn SL'I1I..,'cei.l iil1-il.-:\ I;n.'L" 

' \1" 'Ill ·... I: · I'~\ d II 
Irl .L ... II.I.:' .!H 1" 1,1>11 

'l L 11 \ i L. ltilll 

~IIII\ '" Ur[t.",I", .I..,,,'.. (;'11'1. oS"" (Jrr HI:", ill ,In,,,,,!<-," 

"" 
( ,I I!; 1·li, -.. , 1111 , , , 1 Il ' 

11111 II, 

RIlIi'C \I ""'tile: 

1",,,ir,,J h) ,1"~I1., Salldj"i~I" 'Ii'ic," I .. r 11.1. :"''''''''1('1 

I" f .~IIlIil\' \1aJ"II 'l!, 1111 ,\hhc~ h"u.. Fi~L'1I1 Hd,;,'!. 

\1111 I.UIlJ".... : Tr) ill~ til H",,,,.,, whhltdigi ..",l ,II';ll i.. 1,1 W· 

IL!\' 

'1.11 11 11" ,1,1.11 
,,"!' I ,1,1111 

I \1, 
11 .11. I' "' I 

SL-X ,\Ill''': I ~ I\\ 'Iii, j. :;c-illl'il hI' 1\1"nll'"'' 1,,1' ~.~ ,\I,IIu," 

" 



\IsHllIns I'rc'"'11 Aid 1I:1l1II\ !'i .. " • ;"'lIl'kl<' \\ ill , TI,""I,,;.:, rcctl y. wc h:IVl' tl' iss ll(; a cavea t or, bener. s llg,!!;es t a sign of our all·;lrene" . I 
J.I,;"'I .... ,)U 

A Huhh; I W' 'I lui; j·:lrl)illl.('.II '1'11'"" SoiL'''''' 1', '~'iI " """ 
I, ""i- ,II c ,l'lIh~ I L" 'I in" lit 1("1'<'11' 

S() ir \\em in two p'llKrs on Se prember -I. S. (,. 7. x. 'Y. HI. II Then Cl lllC 

el'L:ms ()f,Scprcmber J 1 :lnd 'oro rie , in rhe press 'lild on r'ld", and ' J,\, th,1[ h: I,1 

((l de,d ,)h ses, ive Iv wi th the ki II i ng as pecrs of a 1ll'1Il ifcstl \' rc I igio lls I) -I nspircd 

'ocr of terl'Orist ,IUS, and l' ho~e to (k:l l cOllsistcntl\ lI 'ith rhe hedill.c; aspl.:U' ()f 

11C (Ip ic of bith, of lll 'lIl y Lliths. '1Ion ,gs itie a minority 1I'11tJ were onllloti "m:d 

Iw rel ic; iou, Llith , hut linkeu hand s in thl.: :Ifterillath of the \\orld ' J'r:lue ( :cn­

tel' ,ult.l l)clI l:l gllil dC\':I, t'lt io ns, 

"' liH ) "',d " c 're ,ti ll fl.:le va nt." 

",,,\\ It. Ihe' 1'1'.",,,, 1'";111 . lIur lIJlI'WOllCh I.. rdl~illn LIS ",h.: kilh:r Ihlll la,,,,,, 11.,' J,L,k, 

Ii ,.,1 "ill,". 

I' irst. \\ e re:ld ih reeogni /.ed that pcopiL: do both in thl.: naille "I' I·"i th. rel i­

gion. th eo log\, 'Inu bel ie f. Ofre n, ad mitted" . reli ,gion is l.:piphe il uilienai. 

'It r: lc· itcd til :l nd ji \' in g o ff ;Inother ph enoillenon . That olle m:l \' he thirst 1'01 

tcrri(f)ry. hur is rJ rclv th e caSe. It me-,\' be: c\ervda\ ,)n gc:r, hate. ell"'. and 

de s ire for rCI c ngc . Pl.:opic afe ill 'IU , I[ c:lch other, :Ind "Cod" ic gitim:lte rh e ir 

h:lrin roll s aus . Pcopk lI'nulu hea l, and "(jod " reinforces th c \\ orb of med ic.s 

in respect to ph \'s iea l he,dth and dipillill"ts in the sphcrc uf rL'l'. )neikltion. 

\\ ' h ~r is pLl g llillg is th:J[ SOJ1le peoplc do Im/h killing and hea li ll g II , religion'" 

nal1le. Thc killcrs anu th e hcalers do not al\\':\\ 's bel (JIl J.!, to opposed or ,It le:L' t 

ditTerenri ated C'llllpS. J,m 'in g :Ind e'lr in g and tendcr morh e rs send tlieir SOilS 

ilito LTusades "nd jihads and holy \\ ars, and Illourn thcir loss illtellsely, Illit do 11m 

sec the IlllPlllsc (() \\'age waf a ClllULlliinioll to their re'Hlincs.s to tcnd thc .SlCk. 

If reli gi"l1 ca ll he an c: piphcnuillenal cklll l: llt. it l':ln ;Ibn I)e the pIICIl<JIll­

elloll . the maill Ill spirer or Illoti vator or imJl e licr. T he \' kill thc "mher," the 

S;I[;ln , rhc Inlidel , the outsider, hee;lllsc (;0<.1 tell, them fll. The\' mi L', llt 11<It. 

otherw ise. That uutsidcr pro L'lles their \\orld or ti,e world. and III li st he donc 

:1 \\,:1\' with (;ud tells the m til hea l thc "other. " thc f:lmih ' Illeillher or nelgh­

Iwr '"111 "lSI, the srran,i..';e f 'lnd the elll.:nl\'. Tllc\ set (lilt ttl do so. Tiley lIliglH 

11Ut. mher\\'ise . TI, c pricst IIlllst ministcr in thl' 1'1:I)..','lIc. Tile I'ire licl' :I'- (l lI l'nt 

l'hapbill illust hri ni..'; "ul 'l('e until rhe hC'11ll coll apse.s on him a nd the tire re lches 

him. 

.\ .'..,:lill, slIllle pClIl'l e dll hll th in il s ":lllll' . \nel. ",i..';" in. ",I,,' t is It ,d l,,"t reli g ion 

tl ", t Ill:lkes it ' " II scrlll 1',,1' l·UIlIr"dil·tiJl') :ll,tillil '; Ilefore \\ C :Iddress th"t d,­

, don 't \\'11)[ to so und lik e f\: ation,t! Rille Assilciation peoplc . hut I do ceil" 

rheir sln)!,an: I{eli ~ i o n docs nor kill pl.:opic, Pcople IIhn " rc reli gilil" kill pcople 

in rhe n,ln1C of rcli ~ion , Rclig ion docs lIot hc,t! pcopiL. "(;od " and nll: d icl ne 
:\ 	 m'IY he,t! rhem . hur people who :He re ligi()us hcal pl.:ople in rhe name of reh­

gion. J{clig ion is seen liS an a,gent ur rhc agem rhar causcs perso ns [0 kill or heet!. 

:\ow til dcline "kill ," It Clil I11C:Ul :luual killing, as in hills W,lr, "r rl.: ligiollsls 

moti \',u ed rC fro ri st act i\ 'ity, Wc Cln doc ulllcnt Illillions of I)(;Opie \\ ho dll.:d as 

:1 rC ' tt!t of such \\'ars and :Iet ivities in thc IllIlSL fcccnt half-cen [llr\ al()lle, 1(1I1g 

afl c; r rcii .gi() lI s pas~ i o n s \Ve re ~ uppo~ed to he strong cnough ((J Illotiv"re Illileh 

oj' ~I ny th i ng. " K iII " c:ln abo illean so mclit i ng metaphoric or :1 11:llogous til phys i­

eli killing. II )' cxtension, in th e C hri sri:1Il gospcls, Jesus in the SCI'mon Oil rite 

\Iuunr an noun ccs th :1[ \I 'hOe\ 'Cf ha tc.s the other is killin g rile Ori,Cl', On IJlli­

etCl' pLlll es, in cu lloqui :d terms, looks can kill . lI'ords call ktll. Clp~lI'lrn c nl.' III 

the ( :i t\ o!'rile !\n o])ymoll s cun kill. C han ts rruln th c hleac iters calls Ilil teJIllS 

Cit ('hllrch-felal ed co lk gcs. oftcn called "S:lints" ()[ "Cnlsadcrs." til "ktll" [Ile 

uther.Peuple \I 'ho ,lfe v i ctim ~ ofubus e legitimatcd h\ criminal rcligious teal·h­

ers 11'1," not hI.: killed in the liteml se nsc, but m:lI'1\ 'Ispel'('s Ilfrheir I'll II Jeiliit 

p()[l'n ti :11 can hI.: h:ulllcd by th e ic l!,"c\' or :Ibusc. Religions can "kilJ" by IlP­

pressioll. ,uPI'Il', ., ion, fcpr l.:ss i' )J1. Wc "'ill kccp all of the.se ill mimI. 

1f relic.! lllil kill s, it also hc ,ds. For ddinitions of he,ilin .!!; alld hu lth let Ille 

hor!() \\ from \\(lfld ~ n d church, Ti,e W"rld IIc:ilth (h,!!,ani/."tillll'.s dcfiniliull 

uf he 'llth : '''/\ 'oUII; of co mplete ['1 phssil'al , mental. 'lilel sOLl:d \\'cll -hc in~ , 

,"1d not mer e: h ' the <Ibsenee uf disea ~t: " \\ hiell permits peo ple 'w work pro­

duui'·,eh. "nd (() Jlarti c: ipatc activel y in thc life of the elllllllllllli[v III \\ hiL h 

the\' live." 'jt) I hat kt Illl.: ~ I'. ld J definition h;, a comillision of all antecede nt 

cllllrL'll hod, (() the E\ ;lI1gelieal J. llthcr:ln (:hurch in .\Ill cr ic'l . [0 which I he-

1()1l,i..';. IYou will ti'ld similar ddinitions in any nUlllber of reli ,L',ill us L'llll1lllullities.j 

There heal til IS " th e total wcll-bein g III' pefsons . , . the i"t egration of each 

perSC)!l'.s spiritl"iI, p,s),(' llil logical , allLl rhssil':l1 dirnell , ioll s. the h:Hllloniou, 

iIltCl'rel'ltion"hip of l.: IWifonmental, nutrition:!l, soci,iI . ellllllr:d , 'Ind :dl other 

'''PCCl.' of life." 

These "Ilel other like definition s ineltlele thc tCflll " pll ;,s ic:d." which In [he 

Illinds OI 'ill:1I1\, illealls ""ullal" hl:,lIin g, Thc intcilli oll to do such he ding is 

n()[ Illlvl·1 or lll:lrginaJ. It is P;If[ of th e scriptm,lI gCIll.:tic f1f1) ~ r: lrn of rh e e: reat 

rl· l i .~ I(Jll' . \\,hil·h he,gan. his[()ril'all\' -lJlinded anlhropologists Illi ,~ ht say. as 11I':d­

ill ;', clIlt" (or udtllses). In Ikbrew and Creek scriplllrl.:S IIll: root \l'ords f( 1I 

hc,din g '"U,I ", I\ 'ill l-; :ll'e 1L:1:lle<l . i{ e li .L', ioli s l'Oll1ll1l1l1ities I1:I\ 'e ill\ ·e llt l.: d alld 
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Sl" r'lined Ilmpir,Jis , rhe profc:ss ions of reli gio ll ' "isrCl"s \lllO wCI"e ch ,lJ'[c ru l til 

care , IHlrses, declconcsse.:s, They have seur missionar" ph vsicians ((J da nl',e r­

OIlS pLlce" , ha\ e ehartcrcd programs [() prodJl l'c c le a n W,Hl'r, proll1ore 

pl'c\cmive carc, 1' lOvidc rh e compan y of chaplains and "thel" cic rics 'Illd P,I­

riellr lay pcopic who re nd rhe s ick rhrough rhe long nigllh , rhe IOl lg \ eal' , 

Look ar rhe week ly bulletills of synaguglle ,md church , sru d~ rh e "ll i\ ir\' 

c h ,lI'[ s, allli ~d 'U \\ 'iII ~ce Jllil ch aeeelH on pr'l\ cr aud Glre for rhe i II, a Ild ur,g i ngs 

w parricip,\[e in hea lrh-providin g acti viri o , Some n:ligio lls gr\)l lps el'en he ­

Jiel e in "fa irh-healing," and mos r profe" rh"r Llirh h,l.s somerhin g ro do I\'i rli 

hcalin g 'lnd cop ing with , uffcrin g, Sume epidemiolugists a rc srud\' ing l'o n­

nccriollS het\\'ecn beliefs and belicf-ins l,ired hell,,\ ilJr" a illI he alill ,t; , 

:-iimiLi rl\ , hc ,Ji illl! ca n be used merapl lO ri c:dl y and an,JinglJ us ly, ", wh en irs 

lll eallin g' ,lfe exren ded inw th e hod y puliri c or locJi ,tnd illlL'fn ar ion,Ji ,s ilU :l­

rioJlS ()j' (, <ll'lllict. Then ir gers rranshlted [(J \1 ortis sllch a~ silt//ui/l 1, 1' reconciliarion 

or conco rd , \\'hen rh e Pres ident of t he l nired Sta re s lines li p wirh in"lIl ls, 

r:J hhis, pr ic sl', p:J"rors, and c I' ~n ge li s ts in \\'as hinl!,tIln i\arion ,iI Cal he tiu l: 

II hcn l'on gre g'll io ns l'ollt.: cr rhcm~el vcs or link for interfairh sn\ il'e ,; \\IKI1 

Jc wish and ( :" (]lO li c famili es-likc our neighlllJfs aCTllSSthe slrCLr- sr:Jge im­

promptu ca ndle- lir vigils of pra yer. the) arc engagl'J in prull1or in[! rhe hcaling 

<I ,k,a, " under'Llildin g" '1I1e1 "reconc:i ling," 

(:onrr;lSt rhe two: lli ed i:J h:JI'e 'In eels ier time wirh killin ,t!.. Con fl ict 11l<d.. e ,' n<:\\'s, 

\1 urd er" us :Jui l ir ics dra\\ ca meras, as ni ghr-I ong \' ig ib 1\ it h rh e ill do nllt. 

\ \'Ue \\ e [(J he dhle to pro hl' inw rh e l'ultcr 1\ here I' l'll l'le L() IIIHer rhe ir :ld­

dicr iolls, sir wirh (Jr her~ \1 ho are try in g ro, enga ,~e in ClJllnseli ng of and prill idin g 

reruge for rhe "hll sed eUld vict imized. or help people ' ''pire ro lllatllrir\' ;J nL! 

som e so rt o r halan ce, all in rhe nam e.: or (jod or s~lcred impulses , rhe h,iI'.lllce 

,s heer \vllllld look ver\ dirferent. Ir is h:Jrlicr rll report IlII lh l' hea ling rh"r ~(JC, 

on in ,\ mer il" lOs 4S0,()OO lor so '] congregarions rh;J1l ir is on (lile te rrllfis r:lLl or 

\':lllll"li/,ariolllJf" sy nago,gll e or moslJllc. 

l\lindflil 'IS I :1111 Ill' rhe IIni versity lillr:lr)' :lnd IIni\crsir\ ('\)IHo.r in \\llil h I 

spC<lk :l1ll1 wrire , kr me remind "I I thar rhe \'Olllinc or bOllks :I ddrcssClI tlJ rhc 

roic ofre li gill n in rh ese :Inti llfher;!eri\ iri l's is enormo lls. In rh e (Il\' l'Il lHJ'. l\r ro 

rlie I ni \ e r, ir y Il l' I Ilin uis') periLe lib rar ies "r The l lni\crsiry of Ch ic:I,!!." " Illi 

ne igh horing rlieol. ,gica l schoo ls. tilL) e"rilll:lrc lh"r we ll ')ICI"one million ,Ilil i. 

if rhe dc li lli rioll is hro~ld ,[ nei rhc indexin g searcli en ,l.'; ine f(ll.' ;I.,u l, up [(J lhree 

Ill il lion Ilooks dc;! 1 wirh reli gi"n , re li !.\ ious I'hillls"ph\', rh e, dog\', rc ligioll ,' his­

WI,\" rc li g io ll s c:r hi l's, pa,rllral c"re, " lid rile like, I'or IIni\ c rs iries to ()\cr look 

or nL,l:' icl't1Jl' C\'e11 I'I"h r(, lhc sidc , ,,cli ("pi (" ill <.:l lllil'lIlulll i, ro mi ,,, rlie 

potency uf (he f,; \ c r- g ro\\ in ,!...!" L:\ 'L' r fnure inlC'Jl :-'c , c\ 'cr In ti re pO(L· nti~lIJ~ land 

1­

clcruall v, lI'e S'll,' aflcr Scprembe r lirh! ) lerhal and ofren he'lli ng: role of rhis 

en f! ros <; in g subject. E nd of cO ll1m<:rci: Ji for reli gio us srudies, un i\'e r,i ry-In c l 

rh culng\, campus ministri es , and the like , 

Rel'iew ing ,ill th ese usages of re lig ion we rcr urn to rhe rem inder rh ar re ligion 

docs nor 'do' anv(hing, religiOll s peop le dll, ,\nd nOl m'll1 ~ reli gious pcop le 

ch:uJeterize rhcmse lves as such, Religion is a seco nd-ord e r rer m, applied hy 

liS histori ans , social sc ie ntisrs, demogr:.Jp hcrs and sup pliers ofrhe Ycllow Pages, 

who bale to c:ltegorize , The rerm " re li giun" lurdl\ ' appears in Eng li sh ve r­

s ions of the Bible and are very rare in hvmnodv or rhe lang ll :Jgc s of prayer. 

IntcrviclV th osc who have "gOt religion ," IlL L. l\/t:ncke n nores rh at rhar 

plH8sc is an ,\m erieani srn] and they \\'ill insread sav rh :!r rhey ;l re , for ex­

amplc, "Born aga in," or "saved" or "en lighre ned " or " me mbers ofa people ," 

Today words like "faith-base d" and "sp iritual" serve as parallels, and for some, 

qu ie rin g substiwrcs when rhe word " religion" ( a ~ in "organized rcligion ") 

offends, L e r it be noted, however, rhar e \'er\ rhing rhar gues und er rhe rerm 

"faith-base d" or '\p irirual" end s up in dic tionaries and cn c\'c lop<:eiias of rcli­

g-ion, One friend says rhar "spiritualiry" is " re li gion, IHIt wirh rhe rhin gs a 

pe rson does n'r like raken our of ir. " Yer ir is reli gion. When :tsked ro delin c 

religion 1. when impari e nt and in a hurr\' [0 ge r to rh e me:H of a suhjeet , like 

to save lie eighr edi to rs of the l6-volul1lc , mulri-m illi on worded book l'3 11ed 

FI/(IduplY/'n of Rdlgioll co uld anS\\'e r: "RcligiDn i5 rhe srll ff yo u wrire aholJ[ in 

a boo k with rh at ritle," 

'ICl IInder.sra nd wh y "relig ion kills" V I' "relig ion he,]Is," 11O\\'el e r, we Clil ad ­

vance bv r:lJ.-ing aparr so me ele me nrs, I do nor Iwnes rh' have a prior definiri on 

of religion inro whose s trairjacke r rhings must be tit. insread, li ke many hi s­

wri'lI1s, 1 norc \\ ' h ~t people e.:J II religion and analyze irs co mpon ents, If I li sr 

m\ 0\\"11 chusen six findin gs, ir is ohvious rh ar ,ill (';111 ea si ly /!,U inro " killing" 

fllld " hc 'llin g," 

Thu s, ti rsr, "/fill/(/!e f,'() // tem, Suicide hombcrs in rhe Ila me of (;oel ,ifC ready 

IIlrimarely [() g ive ,til, jusfas seeulJr rt' \'ollJ[iollaries and religiou s-or-nor p,n ri­

o rs who "more rhan sel ves rheir country Im'Cd , and mL:re" more than life, " 

l lJ rimate l'lJnee rn , whi ch hv itself is nlJr necessarilv r() be equ,J[l'd with reli­

gi on- cal i ir :l necessary bur nor snffi eienr factor- is rhar by which Oll e li ves, 

for whi ch one mighr d ie, by whieh one measurc;s whar is really illlJlof[:Inr :J1ll1 

on which OllL' dr,",\s fur profound \',dnes, impul ses [t) s:lcrifice for oth ers, "nd 

hell e in mind in the: passage [0 cte rniry, Of l'otJrse, >ulllerhing so "rrong im­

pel., pl'o pic ro kill when thc \' "',,]J Ill kill '"lli he,d \\ 'hen th c \ wo uld hc d. 
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\\'e look for Idrilll :lte concern ro be nurtlln:d on IIlI'tilflllr!SI'IIl/lfJ/. I'eople dOJl 'r 

di e ~() readil y ilec lu se their workl is defined iJl simpl) pragmarie speech and 

absrralT formula s. They reach for the Illythie, arc fed hy rherlJri<.: flf rhe sa­

cred. i'. ot "):!'7 \ cars ago" but "fourscore and se l'en yea rs ago ... 00' I 'he :ISt ro naLits 

l(Jo kin~ down on rh e luminous blue glo be <.:alled earth on C hri srmas L ve did 

not bore earthlings by read in g t he diab in rhcir spacecraft. They insp ired 

mo,st bv rcading from Cenes is, " In rhe bq,;inning, (;od crc:lfed rhe he :II 'cr1s 

and rhe earth .. ." They also infuriared some, which is sOlllething the rea din g 

of diab wo uld JlO[ have done hur, hecausc rh c I1l vrh s and sym bols arc so 

profound, rhe y a lso offend, rhe) sca ndalize, Rc ligiolls do that. Crosses and 

ucscenrs, words like "crusade" and "jihad" and "/ lol y Lind" fi)lIse peop le 

ro kill and hea l more readi ly than do ana lyses of strategic charts nr hospita l 

bure:luuar ic orga ni z;t rion al charrs. 

As wir h myth and symbols, so wirh rilrflllr!lnmllilil'. In l ~ racL <IS pellp le e n­

rcred military se rvice they were raken to l\IJsada and (Old rhe sto rie s of rhe 

j cll's who resi "reu, e ve n to dcarh, eve n hv suicide . l\lcmorial Day, Vererans 

Day, ri res ar rhe Tomb ofthl:: l; nknown Soldier fi ll ei\'il religiou s roles, Jus t as 

hajj or Bar \f irzva h or confirmation do. People kill in rhe nJlne ol'ccrell1onies 

dedi cared to \lIah, Yahweh, rhe Fathc r of Jesus C hrisr, \\'or:1I1, and \Varrior 

(iods. T hey heal in the namc of the Good Samariwn or \I irll rhe symho l of 

rhe Cad uceus or healin g rabbis who raughr thc di scip lines of rirll al h:lrhing 

and en:lctcd c ircumcisio n, All relig ions usc rite and ceremll rl\ ro 111 :lrk the 

srage, of life, rhc seaso ns of the year, the c.vc nts in the li ft: of th e gods. Fl a/!,­

salute" 1, lamic praver, Buddhisr co nte mplation , Baptist illl iners ion arc or can 

a ll bc profo und expe rienec~ rha t impe l killers and heale r, . 

Fou rth , religio n ordin ari ly implies what I eallllll;lfIphysim / sall(/io/l ,i, rhe IIn ­

dc rsr,lIldin ,!!; rhat behind our quoridian dramas rherc is ~ cosmic hClekdrop, 

rhar be hi nd rhe natural th e re is so me son of supernatllr;li o r s ll pra hum an Set 

of meanings Ilf a,!!;en e ics, They ma~ cume frum reve lati on in ecslas), cll1d S<l­

ereu buoks or rh ey mav he rh e resulr of phil()sophi c~d specularion. /lllr rhc 

indi viUll,li in cllirurc ordin:Hily cannOl slI srain a l11 (; re ly :Ind p life !\' ["nt/olll 

,rnd chao tic lInuerstanding of th e su rrounding IIlli ve rsc, The "cosmic back­

drop, " vivid or implied, hc lps endow rhc ir joys ,"11! SOJ'ftl IVS, rh e ir Mlecesscs 

and h ilmes , their healrh and rheir sulfering, rhcir aets (I f killing, wirh llle<lnin,l; 

So rhere :rre whar / ca ll urhaoiol'((/ rondflliC(, expec tati on ~ rhar go wirh rhe 

above four. If YO II helieve thi ~, ur that, YO II lI'ill fa st or C" l or not ca r, drillk or 

nor drink rhat. Y{Jl1 will bring li p you r children rhis way or rh ,l[ . You" ill or will 

nor \\'e:lr :1 rllrhan or a knife , " cross I)r a Srar of I ):II 'id . You will "he ,!C,IlI" I" Ilr 

" be." rhis or rh ar way, as presc ribed or enjoined, 'I'hat heh ,,, iur may mean 

I! 

'rhar YOII 11111 "r kill or ba nish or impcde rhe hid eolls elnd pro LlIlil lg "orher," or 

IllLlSl seek [ll hc:d in rhe ph ysical , sp iritll ,II , and tlther ,enses. 

Jo'iJlall y, rhml,l',h rhi s fades in rot.iav\ in t/il'idll:lli/.e u spiriru :dil ), thc re li gious 

impllise is [()w:l rd communiry, commllnal experience, T he com nlllJ1ir v m:ly 

have close :1I1d right bOl1ndarics, <IS in "scct" or "l' lIlr" or "inrl'n rion ~d Clllll ­

111I IIIi[v." It n o:1 \, be open and loose, :" in " ilHert~,irh re larion s" or a "plllr~llisr 

")c i e [ ~" infllfllled by civil and pllbli e re li gio us rne:l1lings :uHI riru ah. Hcli gio n 

is born or a\l e, as in rhe word to Moses i'rom rh e bll rnin,g bush th ar wns not 

cuns ulll ed, and thc voice of the "I am . .." and ir moves quickly to:1 missiun 

ro :1I)d rhroll gh "my peoplc," and rhe forma rioll of .1 COl enant. Tha t em en :l nr 

ur IllISSlun may be to destroy all rhar rhrearens or offends or myst itie, . It In ay 

he ro heal rill' sick and reconc ile wa rrin g parries, to seek xhri/o", nor as ah­

scnce ur I,var bur as presence of fulfillment. 

So II'har is ir ahout ro::1igion that ir ca n do bnrh~ In rhis (rel ari ve ly) happ y 

(q uire) pi III'cdi ,r soc iery re li gion is ofren, rhank s [() acrs of e riqu ette and defer­

e nce or ~ 1J)arll\' and mistrusr, rekgated r() realms \I herc blirhe indiffcrelKe 

pre l Ji is, " (;0 rhc church of your ehoicc," SlI<.:h lightn ess of religiuus i>cin ,~, 

offelhivc to prophers and reformers, has irs posiri \'e s iu e: ordinaril y ir he lps 

minim ize rill' ch~ln ee of makili g wa r ur rerrori zing in ir, name. hs down,idc is 

rha r such re li gion is morc remote for rhose II ho \\'ould sroc k the reposirory of 

oprions fm he ~li ing. I for one do nOt en l'\' s()e icries II here religioll' pa" il )no; 

dre ,0 strOll ,!!; rh ar the purential for killing re mains stron/!" anu wO IIJd rarher 

sel:k \la \, s inll'hi ch the healing s ide ca n COl11e in a cllltllrc II here the uorh l:r" 

i, nor to be kil1c::d or shunned, but to Ilc ap pn;c iatcd, affirme u, and learned 

from , eve n when she or he or ir is to go Ilnf(llloll'ed. 

Rel igion is :11 1clement in rhe impu lse ro kill an d to heal because rhose who 

arc pa n of ir cx perience a transce nding of ordinar\' expcrience or helieve rhe 

sw rics of re llow-believers who witn e~s ro Slieh eXJlcriencin g. I{ eligio n ofle n 

feeds rhe moti ve for killin /!: :lIld healill ,~ because S{J orte ll its revelarion s, irs 

seriprures, its scige d, offer special insighr and kno ", ledge, Rel igi ons :He scripted, 

prescripted , inseriptcu, and thus rhose lI'ho arc parr of rhein fec i th ar in fol­

lowin g rhe scr ipr rh ey arc fulfillin ,e; whar (;od or rire gods would h:lvt.: rhel11 

do. They "kno\\' '' rhe ou tcom e of hi .swrv, and eire lV illing a ,!!,e fi[S , ' rile y hcar 

comm and s rhar e mpolVer rh e m. 

\\ lial 11, ~lu ~ 1i ''llJul flii, ,luuhh."-!'!it,J..;,t..1 n!l":Juut1L'llpn­

" \\ 'ish rilis :1\1 :1\" sav su me. Let ir dis:lpp t.:ar and all will he well , Il l' "t k :lsr 

herrer. SlIch reaso ni n,l!; is fll r. il c; ir " ill Illlr go ,1\1"1\ in fore seeable fllrure.s. The 

lVorid rhar he ld rh e ,dlcgi:lncc ro Islam of el er\ SC I cllril person nl 1\1 sees 

,:; 
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el c ry fifth hUI1lJIl III th e 'v/us lim eOlllllluniry. Christianity Illav be tlllrl in 

\\ e~te fl) I':urope 'Ind rh e Briti sh Isles, thinning in C:anad:1 :Ind the norrherrl 

llnil ed Stat<.:s. Hut th e Aill er iclil South, the Caribbeall, Central and South 

/\ m e ricI , \V here th <.: " Ba pt is ti f'i cation, " "( ::ltho lie 1/:1t ion," and 

" 1C: I: ln )!:<.: licaliz:ltion" ofrhe world continues; where aeculwrated Carlwlieism 

that had hec'n the in strum e nt of corm pt establishmeiHs conics alive :I n(\ fi nds 

cO lllpany and ril als among <': 1angelical and mainline 1'J'(JtcstJiHS, quickened 

alik ,." . is a difTe rent pictllre. So, in spades, is the story ohub-Sah:lr:ln Africa, in 

lands of poverty and aids and eonnier and misery, where wc :lIe wid 16,O()() 

new C hris ti 'lns eHe addcd by birth :JJld cOI1I'ersiol'\ every twenl y-fullr h()urs. 

If it won't g(l :I\\:!\', it is still fair to as k: sinee it Illay kill :ls re:ldily as it Ill:l \, 

hea l, should we not do what Ive can lO rhllart irs adherents, hem in its eo lle c­

ti viti es, :Ind prornotc di spassion ? 'rhe record ,,1':1 religioll-less world, wh ich 

rll eeln" a II urlu In which Enlightenment heirs in their rel:ltil'e henign it \' and 

'Inti-reli ,[2, iou s wt:Iiitari.lIls in their malignit\, is not :111 that cheerin g. t:suall v 

para-re li gio us, new-re li gious, pseudo-religiuu s !iHIllS dcw'lop \I here rh e old 

Ilere exp ull ,, ''" '.!. Look for thc si x elements "I' religion thar I noted above and 

\'011 will fin d th e m manifes t in gros, 11':1)' '' in Fascism, l\'al.isrn , Cummunism, 

i'vLlui sm , ,l:rll :ln ese Impe rieilism, :llld titc like. 

So, strate~y two: if you C:1Jl'r do all'a v with religion and canllot fore 'iee a U{iJ­

pian altern:H il'c ifit ib countcre d and ilell1illl:l1 in or ne lJ{L1li l.c d, wh y not jU'> t 

pid; the ,~{)()LI one l Picnry of rcpr<.: :,enrarilc s uf the world rcli gio l1'> :l lltl their 

sub-gro ups (Chri st ianity in clud e,> ove r 2S,OOO difkrc Jl{ denomill atioll s \\'orld ­

wiue, :lI1d "LIIll , iluudhi sm, anu Hindllism, lip elose, offe r mlleh va ri ety) :lft: 

reauy til c i:lill1 thm all II ill be "hea ling" if they arc alluwed to pr<':I':l il. Some 

will elcn say th:lt th ey III use kill in order to bring in the reconc iling, healing 

rc alm , 

/\ problem with thar JS that no reli ,gion's r<.:eord is cfr..:an in respect to killin g 

allt! l)On e 'lre fulfilled if til cy are left alone to do all the he etlin g. The ()llr '" n 

11 e" "k illing" tex ts which al-Qaeda and similar te rrori sts g ruups i\ll'olkc. It 

ai:, o h'l,s " he" lin g" te xt'> of grea t bea llfY and g<.:llerosit\'. T IK terrorists. wc 

might say, " hipeked" Islam; th e" arc 011 its tl1ljee torv, they re:ld it, instru­

me nts, 'Ind th e n th (; v jeniso n man \' he:tiing aspects ami steer their Ycr,ion 

Inw paths of de, trueri on, somctim <.:s destrl.letjllll that demand,s the s:luiflCC 

ortheir ,,\\'n life . 

So is .II,t\" isJl1 pure? Like 1'>1 :111'1 , it h' ls le'as that hale g il ell IlllpllJse til the 

nJ[ning of s\\ ords in w ploll'sh 'lres, reali z ing i11e"sllres of sl'l:llom, and hectlinc.; 

t il e; sic k, Il r :It k::I'it tc nding to thun in their sllfferin g. ,\r its best, J uda ism 

sees itself as "a lighr to rhe nations," 3 people chosen 11tH tu he el su peri or J:l ee 

1)[1{ a people with a mission; not a people th:lt belie ves the wor ld will he 

,saved if edl (\Jill Jewish but one that believes the world II'i ll not be sa ved It' 

,1ews arc not fJithful to the cov<.: nan L But the obverse of til at he:ding ,sid e IS 

evident in the primal tcxts, sueh as th e books ofJoshu 3 allli Jud ,ges. In them 

the eonquerill).! armies of brael and thu s of the [,ord arc on oeeas ion to ld to 

kill all, notJlIst soldiers but also women and children and anim al:,. All o f tile Ill . 

So Chri'>tian arc horne free? The N ew ' lC:.:s t;lmelH inc lud l:s di s {\Jrbin ,~ te xts 

abu ut how .Jesus uille not [() bring peace but rhe sword. In vo ked by ehall1pi ­

ons of " Ll mil y va lues," irs pagcs in cluue l.fc m:lIllb [(J hate Llth<.:r or SO il , to set 

rl)mher-in -f:tl\ :1,!;'l inst dau ghter-in-law. There have bee n crll sades and inqui­

sition,,> and I'rmcsfa nt radiealisms that [(Jok life OJ dre ll' [he killing fury of 

estahlished rcllow-hclie\'(~rs . Yc r beliel'ers arc Christian in (JYe rwhe lmin ,g 

llulllh<.:rs bec:lli se their fairh promises eternal life an d peace , spea ks of thc 

hre akin g of human harriers, offe rs eo nlmands [(J reconcile , and frolll Sermon 

>Juill her One by Rabbi Jesus in rh e Synagogue, {() hea l the s ick. 

Romamies who arc oppos<.:d {() the sorrv record of rhe three "[' copies of the 

Book," the .\IHahamie and Je rllsa le m:ric Llith-comnlllnities, (,fte ll urge that 

onl y he tiin ,g, nO{ killing, would pre l'a il if lIe \\'(JlIld fr..:arn from the 1'\ at ivc 

i\ me ricln peof,les. who li ved sn well wirh ll:1tlJrc and trihe and eom munity. 

Or wirh IJuddhi st'i :rnd Hindus, with th e ir man \' texts th at coun sel pe8ee­

makin g. Yet the reeord reveals no II [(Jpia ruled 11\ beliel 'u s or by unlleliel'ers. 

In t he yelrs .lust hefore Col umbus, arch:rculogi sts :rnd other se hobrs say thar 

In one particular ritll:!1 in the land oftite .r\/.{ees and the M:l): lrIS, over ~(J,()()() 

hum an sac rifice,s oceurred. Hindus in the name of their gods fight and 8re 

fOll ght Il l' ,'\,l llsllms nearh\'. Buddhists 'illd Shinto-celehra tors in Japan ll1:lde 

w.lr :r nd iIlvoked the gods ofJapa n paSt:l nd prese nt..'\lId they a lso, :r ll , he :l led 

on other oeCISlOIlS. 

;\w'lre of the d()uhl<.:-~ idedness of all profound myth s :tllli S\' IIIi>O\.s , I ha ve 

"rie l) thought 01 Abraham Llncoln\ an:rl vs is of thc hllm an an d, speelfi ca ll y, 

th e .\rnerican condition, where tho,se s;ldl ) called [() .Inns shollid hind lip the 

nation's wound.s, He would speak of how the "hetter an ge ls of "III' nature " 

might be el'itielH, might prevail. 

'IC} cio,se, while I am an hi swri:lIl, reporter, :lnahst, chronicicr, and nlll se r, not 

ca lled to pl cClc h ,I sermon or otfer thc rap \', ill these urgell{ tim es all o r li S "re 

(', llletl tl' I'enrure •• hit in\() re " pOIl ~l" til the qllest ion , "Ci ve n this , itllarion 

and :ln crl vsis, whelt "rc ,onle ,,!'rhe things lIe Illight do ~" IIo \\' bring Ollt "t \1 e 

he; [[t: r ang<.: b of our lIatlrre" and 'lddfCSS "the .. ther '" 
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~'IL,;,L:SIII'"' . 

First, there IS need fo r hone:,ty, T hi, means se lf-cxa min :nion " lid reJllsll1 

:r1lflllt (Jne's ()\In beliefs, It lVaS:1 he,dill g mom e nt Il'hcl1 the Ill''l -kl l(J lV n ( :llIi s­

tian preacher ofrhc century p~ , t , evan gc li st Hili I' {ircrharn, not el"l.:rv (:IHi,stiJn" 

or not el 'Cry Olle e lse's LII'or ite theologi:lfl , II ':IS honcst cno ll gh to Ill: Illi III hie 

ahout knolVin!!., what Lincoln ca lleu th e "mysterious" W:I\ S of rhl' \lllll ~ hty, 

(;rJ ha lll : " 1don 't know" 

\ \, ith such co nfess ion, which need not be paral yzin g bm slHl ld d in sp ire fol ­

low-up work , CO ll ies th e co unse l to begin :It hOll1 e, This is nor the veal to sec 

olll y "ollr" tellilL S, as some in th e prophetic :Ind sonH:rillles rh e m:I"lchistic 

II li nurir\ would IIr~e , But a pc rspec ti ve , including a hum ble ''L\ud ly'' per'>l1Cc­

ri\ e on the Il.ly'> we kill or I1 c ,~ l ce t to heal, is ir <; e lf h e:l lin ~, Ir Il eed no t he in 

rh e form of hyperbolic accu ~ J ti un s, se lf-hating word s, or o\' er-C l lm pell~a r()r\' 

the Ille s in th e face of jin /!:oist an u iu ui:lters of IHH natiou , !lllr ir \\ould impel 

an e ,\ <lm ill c[[i uJI of where I\'e h il in forcign !J0lie\', and where II e arc iJl[ule r:lnr 

at hOllle , \\"hcn alllosqlle ncar where I li ve \I"as hesieged hy ilH()le r;lllt. n, lg­

w~II' illg crazies, J rahbi a fe l\ suburbs a\\ ':I) an noun ced: if they eome .Iga in, 

rhe IIlC lllhers of hi s temp le wo ulu form :\ hum an link arou nd [he J'lll)sq uc , 

Ciesrures like rhat do more th an comperirion :lll1 ong word -smith s ;IS ro whl! 

Gin l"Iln fe-.; s (Ili r Lr, ilr.s more profo und I\" Espeei:dh' when these Liu lLs, chosen 

h\' left an d ri r.: ht facti ons, turn out rn he ;)cc li satiu ns of [heir ri~ ht and left 

cOllnterp;nts, 

l il1i ve isi[ies like r hi~ olle Jnu librari e .s like the (Ille rhat "j)OII " '\S thi s ledllrc, 

by, aU;l'nr in l!, Internati o n ~ l, inter-re li giOll s, and inrerpersll n:J\ experiel lCe '> du 

lI'ell bv slle kill ,L:, to their charter; to eu uc:ne, Ldlll'alioll l'Ollll:S 110t Ju ,t frolll 

facultv or hooks but by li ved ex perience, \ iot all rhat each of liS will sec and 

experience lIill he inspiring and enubling, 13m ir \\'ill he lp 01 ercoill e Igllll­

rallces and thll s co ntribute to hea lin g, 1:0 1' olle example: eeiuuriol) l':r n help 

nOI I-i\ lusIIIllS sort (Jur Is lam in it.'> vario l!.'> sc hno\.s i'roll"l rite 11I-pckers oj' J-.;Ialll 

Ilho dra w Oil ,,>ufl le of ir, ki llill g theme,,> :In d (Iilsellrl' all rh l' rest. '\nd, I' ice 

le rsa, so II iLh learnin g ufother fai t hs, (Jne ca nnot " ~I\' ul"these hllgl' COllllllll­

nities, " ro klloll' us IS to love liS," \ !:.tn ;- me mhers ofrh ese l'O lllllll lni ries "kn()\\-" 

th c ir CO lllllllllliLies and do nor " love" :tli lli' each, or all i'auiolls in e:lch, Ilut 

rhe y Ull eO llle to k llolI'ledp;e anu understalld in g rilar h ith l: rto h:l.'> e llilled th e m, 

Add ro [h is: reli gious peopk can 3p pcal to rh e hetter an ~els or [he I r Il:ltllre 

and he:d, :Inti k [ tl l:! r ite,Jii llg shnw, "Org:l lli l.e t! religioll " 111:1\' bc a \1 hippill g­

boy II! rile indi l'id ll a li st "sp iritll a lity" ele-I'otee" n'll s pirirll:tli l ~ docs not 

prm'idc ell:rpl :lin s for Ir o~ pil' <':~ , did nol Ililiid l)I)spil:r1.s, tI e,II': ' not te ll the ,sto­

ri cs rh ar impet g reH 'l" UI gil :rl>Olll healin g, 

W:ltch yo ur lan ,~ u :Ige! Can be a fifth co ull se i. Lllmping a ll rh e oth e rs Illto a 

hated "Othe r," thu s seeing all schools of blarn Sllll1lll ed up In ril e act ivity of 

?I uslilll fllnd:ln(entali ~ ts ; seeing all Chr istian s a,s crusade rs against th e j'v1u s­

lim infidel, IllltJ our OWl) tim e; giv ing vo ice to anti -Semitism, pus hing pcople 

into IJllPOSCU conformity where they differentiare them,,>c lvcs from ()[iJers­

:)S docs the \IlI s lim down the block uistinguish herse lf from the perverted 

Islam of <ll-Qaeda-are se lf-d efeatin g, dehllll1anil.ing srr:'ltcg ics, 

Emphatic-cllly, it is a tim e to respect not onl \' other reli gions but the non­

religiolls, Some of the fl ag-wal'ers ~fre r September 11 saIl [he terrorisl' :IS 

insrruillents of a Ju st God who was whumping rh e uom est ic e nem ies of th ose 

who uid the speakin g, Still others wd nte d to mobili /,e "Christi;ln" or somc­

times "J uueo-C hristian" maj oriries into hOllloge nco ll ,s n)onopoli(;'>- ;lg:Iinst 

the Intidcl. Keeping American pluralism, ineltlding rh e hlunJnisr Jlon -rel,­

giollS parties anu pers()n s, richly mixl:d is likel \' to he lp th em and rh e reli gious 

respond to rh e c:III to hea l and reconcile, while kcepin g the r" " lll'e tu des-tro), 

the terrorist ucstroyers, 

Se pararin g "pa tri ori sm " from " na tiona li slll," if wc 11I1d e r,t:l nd rhose terills in 

pMric ui:rr wa ys, ca n be sa lutary, J\.a rion,t1i sm, II hen aceoillpanieu by thcllles 

of ultim ate eUllce rn, myth anu sy mbu l, rite and cercnlOll V, mc t:1pllV"si u l sanc­

ti o n :JIlU bcll ;I\' io ra l con sequences, and rhe a rteillp t to form a singlc 

reli ,giou s· nationJI com illunity is offe nsil'e tn l1luSt of rhe cele brators of the­

() I () ,~ i e, ;I nd prophecy. P arri oti sm anu lUI e or e(lllntr \' ale n()r Ineomp;llihle 

with most of th e m most of rhe tim e, an d, ill man\' theologies , C:in be seen as 

pHJI' iding an arena in which God can work, or in which rh e tran;;cenuent can 

break in tow~rd posi ti ve e nu s, 

Rinuin ,g up w() unu s, for exam ple ofrhc hereal'cd, rhose relllkreu johless, the 

nei ghbor who is uiJTerent, is parr ofrhe st rategv thar II'Duiu minimi ze ev il and 

sec "the ht:tte r ange ls of OLlr nature," 

Lme vo ur enemies, That is haru and demand a spec ial dclinirion of lov ing, Ir 

C:lI1lwt illean letting th e terrorist free to terrnri/,l' :tnt! t!l' stro\ , nllt Il ot all nalned 

;)-.; enemies trul y are, anu the religion s bv and large teac h care for the souls of 

tho,,>(; l'lus te rcd :1S enemy. 

I:irllli less (If PI'fJ)( lSC, !'(JII' J ;)Ill beginning to SO Il IHI like :r gc ne!;)1 or a ,ser­

nlOni l.e r, I\ut th~lt firmne ss can charter all that follol\ ,'> , ( :ontriiluril1g [() the 

s lll'l'iv:r1 of :ll' i\'ili l.~ lti()n , a socic: ty, a n;lt il!n, irs t:oIllIHJIlCllts, lI' ill 11()[ :r1w;IYs 

strike rlwsc re li gious who sec ," Icriti ee a,s the ultim:lte anel as CI pr;)ctical de­

mand, nil l. :1'> a fri c nd S:lyS , " if we don'l Slll"\ il e, lIT don 'r til! :ll1vthing e \.-.<.:, 

e ith er." And relllajllill ,~. firm in the pllrpo,,>c ro m:)ke II'> c "I' PUS[-s ufI'i\:rll ifc 

I' 
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(()"':l1d he ni/!,n and bene vole nt e nu s is nut just a charge by th t: ~crilloni/.t: r hut 

an antle ip a llon ofwhJ( is needed in s [leh:l time. 

\Var, If you must, or en gage in co nflict, or find v"h:l(evt,;f te rm s, S:I , t he voi (;e 

of many faiths, but Jo it in a special way. In the Christian rr,ld iti o n, ,1 theolo­

gian 111 hiS prilllc at th e beginning of the Cold War, Reinh o ld '\J iebuhr liked 

to quote Psalm 2:4. There, when (he " princes of the wo rlJ " consp ired and 

w:lm:J anJ pursucJ th e ir own purposes, God who "sitteth in the heavens" 

s ha ll laug h anu ho ld them in derision. For N iebuhr :lnd tht: Psa lmi s t tha t did 

not mea n that th e rdore no thing good should be attt:mptt:d . l\. o , th e God who 

lau g hs "hen people lose perspeeti vc, also hold~ them rlOsponsiblc to purs lle 

Justice. And docs not dishonor th e asp iration s of thosc who wo uld PU fSllt: 

human .e:ood. 

When citizens "fight" if (h ey must w ith thc perspective of th ose who kno\\' 

how God or thc .glld s laugh at th c ir prlOtensions, but still aCI responslhh :lnd 

asp ire to heal , we s ha ll have see n at !cast glilllpscs and e viJ e ll cc s, :Iga inst a ll 

oJd s, of " thc blOtter angels of ou r naw re. " Thu,e rciatlOd ((l re Iigil)f), th e k ilicr 

that hea ls and th e hea le r that kills, w ill lind that healin g CJ n prt: \,:lil. 
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