
 

What Google Scholar Can Do for You 
 

Understand what you are getting: 
 What does page rank mean? http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pagerank 
 Google’s explanation http://www.google.com/technology/  
 
Two overridingly important points: 

Google Scholar does not index the entire universe of scholarly literature 
Google Scholar does not index the complete holdings of this library 
 

Google Scholar does provide access to Library holdings contained within its index 
 

• Advanced search options 
• Scholar Preferences  From off-campus, need to set your institution to UIUC. This will 

give you direct access to what the library owns. 
 

 
 
 

• Relevance 
Google Scholar aims to sort articles the way researchers do, weighing the full text of each 
article, the author, the publication in which the article appears, and how often the piece 
has been cited in other scholarly literature. The most relevant results will always appear 
on the first page. 

 
• “Recent Articles” 

From Google: It’s not just a plain sort by date, but rather we try to rank recent papers the 
way researchers do, by looking at the prominence of the author’s and journal’s previous 
papers, how many citations it already has, when it was written, and so on. 

 
 
 
For more information about the Google Book Project at UIUC: http://www.cic.net/digitalbooks/ 
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