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BY THE NUMBERS  
YEAR IN REVIEW

Fiscal Year 2021 Statistics* 
(July 1, 2020–June 30, 2021)

*Some FY21 service usage affected by the COVID-19 pandemic

14,895,957
Total Volumes Held

871,700
Books Digitized by 

the University Library 
Available from Google 

Books, Internet 
Archive, or HathiTrust

1,533
Loanable Technology 

Requests Fulfilled 
through the 

Undergraduate Library

12,537
Items Loaned to 

Other Libraries via 
Interlibrary Loan

7,913,393
Electronic Downloads

30,250
Visitors

17,815,590
Database Searches

33,581
Items Circulated

24,107
Reference Questions 

Answered

1,828,306
ebooks

175,519
New Items Added

This calendar contains advertisements with 
dated expressions and imagery that were part 
of our popular culture almost half a century 
ago. These ads are part of our history. In keeping 
with our mission to provide collections and 
content that comprise a record of human 
knowledge, we present them here unedited. 

To see the University Library’s Diversity, Equity, 
Inclusion, and Accessibility Vision Statement, 
please visit library.illinois.edu/geninfo/deia.



f any year stands as a sign of transition, 2021 was it. The world is now 
markedly different in countless ways.

The arrival of vaccines and the use of safety measures made it possible 
for many to return to something approximating life as we knew it. At the university, 
these steps had a profound impact on our ability to conduct teaching and research 
with the richness that we knew before the pandemic, giving us hope and optimism 
for what might come next.

That’s why we’ve chosen to illustrate our 2022 calendar with images from our very 
own D’Arcy Collection, a grouping of nearly 1 million advertisements published 
between 1890 and 1970 and housed in our Communications Library. Why this 
collection? Advertisements document the social, economic, and cultural changes 
and values in America over key historical periods. Advertisements tell us where 
we’ve been, how we’ve changed, and what we envision lies before us. 

The pandemic has had a similar impact, causing us to contemplate what we 
cherished from our past, to remind us how we inventively coped with an unusual 
present, and to cause us to embrace a vision of the future that we strive for.

Here at the Library, as the coronavirus kept most students and scholars off campus 
for much of the year, we challenged ourselves to deploy services and collections to 
help the university succeed. I’m proud to say we not only held to the values of service 
and scholarship that have always exemplified our mission, but we worked tirelessly, 
creatively, and efficiently to develop new avenues to meet our patrons’ needs. By fall, 
as pandemic conditions changed, robust library operations had resumed, with all 
buildings open and nearly all service hours reinstated. 

We looked both to the past and the future this year in taking major steps with the 
Building Project. Two firms were selected to lead the way in reshaping the former 
Undergraduate Library into a home for Archives, the Illinois History and Lincoln 
Collections, and the Rare Book & Manuscript Library. We are carefully preparing to 
transition the undergraduates into new environs that will best host them and provide 
the services to which they are accustomed. We look forward to the Building Project 
coming into full focus after the January 2022 meeting of the University of Illinois 
Board of Trustees. 

Two other initiatives also aim at solidifying the Library’s vibrant future. This year, 
the Library hired its first director of diversity, equity, inclusion, and accessibility. We 
also welcome continued support for our graduate assistants, efforts that enhance 
the meaningful opportunities available to them on our campus. That synergy—
combining the excellence of our top-ranked iSchool with the proximity of one of 
the best libraries in the world—provides these students an incalculably rich training 
ground that propels them to leadership in the field worldwide. 

I remain ever grateful to you, our Library Friends, who never falter in your generous 
commitment to our efforts. Your sustaining support remains key as we uphold our 
tradition of excellence and prepare for a flourishing future. May the year ahead be 
advertised as one of our best.

John P. Wilkin 
Juanita J. and Robert E. 
Simpson Dean of Libraries and 
University Librarian
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MISSION
The University Library is 
central to the intellectual 
life of the university. By 
providing and stewarding 
collections and content 
that comprise a record 
of human knowledge 
and by offering a wide 
array of services, it 
enhances the university’s 
activities in creating 
knowledge, preparing 
students for lives of 
impact, and addressing 
critical societal needs. 
The Library advances 
the university’s goals 
by striving to ensure 
unfettered access to 
information and by 
providing a network 
of expertise that 
ensures value, quality, 
and authenticity of 
information resources. 
The Library integrates 
and manages knowledge 
to enable learning and 
the creation of new 
knowledge.

VISION
The Library is central to the vibrant intellectual life found at Illinois 
and committed to student success. Infused throughout the university, 
the Library fully engages with the university’s mission by offering 
physical and virtual access to the finest and broadest array of scholarly 
resources available and by providing the expertise of the best 
librarians and staff. Serving scholars around the world, the Library’s 
global preeminence reflects the university’s land grant values and its 
own rich heritage.



FINANCIAL STATEMENT
During the 2020–2021 fiscal year, the Library received more 
than $5.7 million in total giving. The Library is grateful for these 
generous contributions, which help sustain its excellence and 
status as one of the world’s preeminent research collections.

The Library’s advancement effort is an integrated fundraising 
program that seeks support on several different levels, including 
the annual fund program, which includes the corporate matching 
gift program; major gifts, many of which are endowed funds; 
planned giving, or deferred gifts; and more.

The market value of the Library’s total endowment as of June 30, 
2021, was $76 million. Invested both for income and long-term 
growth, endowment funds play an especially important role in 
helping the Library meet the challenges of the future. 

Fiscal Year 2021
(7/1/20–6/30/21)

Outright Giving	 $1,258,312†

Planned Giving            	 $4,290,100‡

Grants             	 $202,037

TOTAL GIVING           	 $5,750,449

ENDOWMENT FUNDS
Endowment funds provide a valuable 
opportunity to invest in the future of higher 
education. Each fund serves as a permanent 
financial resource that generates annual income 
for a designated purpose. In this way, donors 
create a living legacy that spans generations. 

Library endowment funds are established with 
gifts of $25,000 or more, payable over a five-
year period. The income is used according to 
the wishes of the donor and typically benefits a 
specific Library collection, program, or service. 

Funds Endowed from  
July 1, 2020 to June 30, 2021
Nina Baym Collection Endowment Fund—To 
document, catalog, and promote the Nina Baym 
Collection

Barbara O. Slanker and Raymond L. Slanker 
Library Fund—To support the University Library

Russel E. Benway Fund in the University 
Library— To support the University Library

John Kevin Newman Memorial Fund—To support 
the acquisition and preservation of Greek and Latin 
resources of the Classics Library Collection

Jane Myers McNamara Endowment Fund—To 
support the University Library

Mary Sharon Sullivan Gregory and Brent 
Gregory Endowment Fund—To support 
acquisitions of English Language Literature

For a complete list of endowment funds, please 
visit library.illinois.edu/friends.

†	Includes outright gifts, pledge payments, recurring payments, 
undocumented estate distributions, and matching gifts

‡	Includes planned gift commitments, such as bequests and wills

Who is giving to the  
University Library?*

	 Alumni (78%)

	 Friends (15%)

	 Corporations/Organizations/
Foundations (4%)

	 Faculty/Staff/Current Students 
(3%)

*Percentage of donors by group



MEMORIAL GIFTS
From July 1, 2020, to June 30, 2021, the University Library 

received gifts in memory of the following individuals:
Narindar K. Aggarwal

Felix Albrecht

Mary A. Allen

Alice L. Berger

Darwin F. Bostick

Maynard J. and Jane A. Brichford

Bruce S. Chelberg

Irving L. Dilliard

Kermit J. and Patricia L. Fessler 

Nelly S. Gonzalez

Andrew V. Granato

William W. and Mary H. Hay

George Hendrick

Louis R. Henson

Joseph P. Hough

Frances B. Jenkins

Morris W. Leighton

Maurice C. Libbey

Thomas B. Littlewood

James M. McGlathery

Larry Miller

Christopher Millsap 

Debra Moss

John K. Newman

Mary S. Niemann

Roy L. Ostrom

Campo E. Palencia

Michael Proctor

David C. Ralston

Joan W. Reuss

Melvyn A. Rieff

Alexander L. Ringer

Robert B. Schlesinger

Charles H. Shattuck

Lawrence A. Smith

Helen R. Sullivan 

Patricia J. Tabler 

Allen H. and Ruth H. Toby

Susan A. Torsberg

Beth A. Trotter

Benjamin Uroff

Martha L. Walker

Luitpold Wallach

TRIBUTE 
GIFTS

From July 1, 2020, 
to June 30, 2021, the 
University Library 

received tribute 
gifts in honor of the 

following individuals:
Patricia and Todd Albery 

Tamara F. Bouseman

Ying-Ying Chang

Dorn Cox

Sarah Cox 

Barbara J. Ford

Anne Fribourg

Martha T. and Jay B. Gooze

Rachel Gooze and Scott Kaplan 

Henry B. Grob 

James and Diane Grube

Nancy W. and Wesley W. 
Grube 

Judith A. Hays

Keith Hitchins

Ian R. Hobson 

Shozo Sato

Scott W. Schwartz

Clarice M. Shin

Kenneth A. Tabler

Ronald P. and Yuko Toby

Karen and David Ulric 



The University Library’s Office of Advancement especially wishes 
to thank the following individuals for their guidance and kind 
assistance with this publication:

Belinda Bolivar, Library Assessment Specialist
Esra Coskun, Collection Analyst and Planning Specialist
Myung-Ja Han, Head of Acquisitions and Cataloging Services 
Chad Lewis, Assistant Chief Accountant
Michael Norman, Discovery Services Librarian and ILS 
Coordinator
Stefanie Postula, Senior Library Specialist 
Lisa Romero, Communications Librarian
Cherié Weible, Head of Central Access Services 
Jen Yu, Library Assessment Coordinator

Office of Advancement
Kathryn Risor-Heise, Assistant Dean for Advancement
Javonda Pelman, Director of Advancement
Hannah Brauer, Assistant Director of Advancement for 
Stewardship and Donor Relations
Vicki Sparks, Administrative Aide

The Office of Advancement would like to thank Prospect 
Development Analysts Jane Cronkhite and Rachel Thompson 
at the University of Illinois Foundation for all of her assistance 
throughout the year.

For more information about Library Friends and giving 
opportunities, please contact:

Office of Advancement
University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign Library
227 Main Library
1408 West Gregory Drive
Urbana, IL 61801

Telephone: (217) 333-5682
E-mail: friends@library.illinois.edu

library.illinois.edu/friends

The publication from the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign 
Library’s Office of Advancement includes information about the fiscal year 
ending June 30, 2021. Each year, it mails to more than 2,700 individuals 
who financially support the University Library. Every effort is made to 
ensure completeness and accuracy. If there is an error, please make us 
aware by calling (217) 333-5682.

Editor: Heather Murphy, Chief Communications Officer

Design: Studio 2D

© 2021 The Board of Trustees, University of Illinois. The University is an 
equal opportunity, affirmative action institution.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS The D’Arcy Collection
The D’Arcy Collection consists of almost 
one million original advertisements 
published between 1890 and 1970. The 
collection, which was donated by the 
D’Arcy, MacManus & Masius advertising 
agency in 1983, documents the social, 
economic, and cultural changes and 
values in America over key historical 
periods. The vast majority of these ads 
appeared in newspapers, magazines, 
and trade journals and most of the 
clippings advertise standard consumer 
products. The collection is housed in the 
Communications Library and fills more 
than 170 file drawers. It is arranged 
alphabetically by product, brand, and 
by period. The collection is used by 
researchers in advertising, history, and 
women’s studies.

Communications Library
The Communications Library supports 
the instructional and research 
programs of the UIUC Department 
of Communication and the College 
of Media, including the Department 
of Advertising, the Department 
of Journalism, the Institute of 
Communications Research, and the 
Department of Media and Cinema 
Studies. Its collections contain over 
16,000 volumes of books, journals, 
newspapers, as well as materials in other 
formats, on advertising, journalism, 
media studies, radio and television 
broadcasting, telecommunications, 
popular culture, public relations, 
communication theory, polling, 
and public opinion. Its collection is 
augmented by thousands of volumes 
on these topics in the Main Library 
Bookstacks as well as related materials 
in other departmental libraries.

library.illinois.edu/commedia
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