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Cover Images (clockwise from top left): 
View of the great eruption of Mount Vesuvius, as it appeared from Portici on Sunday night August the 8th 1779 taken from a drawing made by Father Antonio Piaggi. 

Cone of Mount Vesuvius before the last eruption. 
View of a current of lava, that ran from Mount Vesuvius in 1777, and which took its course near the little mountains formed by the eruption of 1760.



his year, my seventh at Illinois, also marks 
the beginning of my second term as Dean 
of Libraries and University Librarian. I am 
proud of all we have accomplished, and I 

look forward to what lies ahead. As a leading 
library, we have committed ourselves to both 

the past and the future—to sustaining the cultural record while 
supporting new ways of learning, new forms of scholarship, and 
new ways to communicate our scholars’ research to the world. 

Let me start by thanking all of you, our donors, who believe in our 
Library and its role at the university. Your support is reflected in 
the beautiful plates that adorn this calendar, courtesy of Library 
Friends Jim and Lionelle Elsesser and their gift of Sir William 
Hamilton’s Campi Phlegraei. This spectacular 18th-century study 
of Italy’s Mount Vesuvius made Vesuvius a “must-see” spot for 
adventurers and laid the groundwork for modern geology and 
vulcanology. In so doing, Hamilton both expanded the future of 
scientific study and highlighted the region’s history.

Our library buildings are also important markers of the past and 
the future. It was a notable year for library anniversaries: the 
Music and Performing Arts Library’s 75th, the Undergraduate 
Library’s 50th, and the Grainger Engineering Library Information 
Center’s 25th. We also continue to advance our Library’s future. 
We have made strides in developing our plans to replace the oldest 
part of the Main Library stacks with a new structure that will 
help us ensure the future of our collections while also enabling 
the Main Library to serve as a research hub for the humanities 
and social sciences. At the same time, we will transform the 
Undergraduate Library into a home for special collections, giving 
our rare and archival collections the home they deserve. Two firms 
were selected to develop conceptual plans; committees (both 
internal and campus-wide) were formed to guide the process; 
and feedback from both the Library and the broader campus was 
solicited via town halls and small group discussions. A vision is 
emerging from all of these efforts, and we look forward to sharing 
that with all of you.

John P. Wilkin 
Juanita J. and Robert E. Simpson Dean of 

Libraries and University Librarian

T

LETTER FROM THE UNIVERSITY LIBRARIAN
This year we also finalized the Library’s five-year strategic plan—
our roadmap to tomorrow. To underscore our commitment to 
the university’s mission, we will focus on four priorities: serving 
as a proactive and trusted partner in scholarship, discovery, and 
innovation; providing transformative learning experiences for our 
students; enhancing our societal and global impact; and making 
strategic investments in our sustainability.

As we continue to grow, our FY20 budget—so generously 
supplemented by Library Friends—will accelerate our forward 
momentum. The campus has provided support to grow 
collections, to enhance our buildings, and for strategic hiring. 
Included in that support is ongoing funding for the Illinois 
Distributed Museum, which highlights innovations from the 
University of Illinois.

This was a remarkable year, where building upon the past and 
shaping our future were at the center of our work, ranging from 
digitizing a remarkable manuscript penned by Sir Isaac Newton to 
modernizing the Main Library’s first-floor service point. Truly, the 
work of the Library bears witness to the best of the past and to our 
extraordinary future.

John P. Wilkin 
Juanita J. and Robert E. Simpson Dean of Libraries  
and University Librarian
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Plate V. View of an eruption of lava from 
the Crater of Mount Vesuvius taken from 
an original painting of Mr. Peter Fabris, 
done from nature about 22 years ago. 
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Plate XXXVIII. A night view of a current of 
lava, that ran from Mount Vesuvius towards 
Refina, the 11th of May 1771, when the author 
had the honor of conducting their Sicilian 
majesties to see that curious phenomenon. 



March



SUNDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAYMONDAY

Spring Semester 
Instruction Resumes

Spring Vacation 
Begins

February 2020
 S M T W T F S
       1

 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

 9 10 11 12 13 14 15

 16 17 18 19 20 21 22

 23 24 25 26 27 28 29

April 2020
 S M T W T F S
    1 2 3 4

 5 6 7 8 9 10 11

 12 13 14 15 16 17 18

 19 20 21 22 23 24 25

 26 27 28 29 30

1 2 3 4 5 6

28

4

8 9 10 11 12 13

7

15 16 17 18 19 20

14

22 23 24 25 26

2

27

3

21

29 30 31

5 6 7 8 9

1

Plate XII. View of an eruption of Mount 
Vesuvius, which began the 23rd of December 
1760, and ended the 5th of January 1761, after 
a drawing taken on the spot by Mr. Fabris, 
when that eruption was in its full force.
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Plate XXXII. View of a part of the 
Island of Ischia called Lacco. 
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Plate XXIII. View of a part of the outside of 
the Cone of the Solfaterra. This mountain 
having been cut to make the road from 
Naples to Puzzoli, the volcanic strata of 
which it is composed, are very evident.
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Plate XXX. View of the Island 
of Ischia from the sea.
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Plate III. View of Naples 
taken from Pausilipo. 



August



SUNDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAYMONDAY

Summer Session II 
Instruction Ends/
Reading Day

Fall Semester 
Instruction Begins

Final Exams EndFinal Exams Begin

July 2020
 S M T W T F S
    1 2 3 4

 5 6 7 8 9 10 11

 12 13 14 15 16 17 18

 19 20 21 22 23 24 25

 26 27 28 29 30 31

September 2020
 S M T W T F S
   1 2 3 4 5

 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

 13 14 15 16 17 18 19

 20 21 22 23 24 25 26

 27 28 29 30

1

2 3 4 5

26 29

6

27 30

28

2

8

9 10 11 12 13

7

28 31

15

16 17 18 19 20

14

22

23 24 25 26

31

27

1

21

29

330

Plate XXVI. View taken from the spot 
near Puzzoli, on which anciently was 
Cicero’s Villa called the Accademia.



September



SUNDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAYMONDAY

Labor Day 
(No Classes)

University Library 
Friends Event

1 2 3 4 5

6

28

75

8 9 10 11 12

13

7

3130

15 16 17 18 19

20

14

22 23 24 25 26

327

21

29

86

30

9

21

August 2020
 S M T W T F S
       1

 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

 9 10 11 12 13 14 15

 16 17 18 19 20 21 22

 23 24 25 26 27 28 29

 30 31

October 2020
 S M T W T F S
     1 2 3

 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

 11 12 13 14 15 16 17

 18 19 20 21 22 23 24

 25 26 27 28 29 30 31

Plate XXII. View of the Porto Pavone 
in the Island of Nisida, very evidently 
a portion of the crater of the ancient 
Volcano, which gave birth to the Island. 
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Plate XXVIIII. (XXIX) View of the 
Lake Avernus taken from the road 
between Puzzoli and Cuma.
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Plate XXXVII. View of the island of 
Stromboli taken by Monsieur Fabris on 
his return from Sicily with the author.
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Plate XXXIIII. (XXXIV) View from the sea 
of the Promontory called Capo Dell’Arco 
in the Island of Ventotene, anciently 
Pandataria, about 30 miles from the 
Island of Ischia, the nearest land to it.



Mission
The University Library is central to the intellectual life of 
the university. By providing and stewarding collections and 
content that comprise a record of human knowledge and by 
offering a wide array of services, it enhances the university’s 
activities in creating knowledge, preparing students for 
lives of impact, and addressing critical societal needs. The 
Library advances the university’s goals by striving to ensure 
unfettered access to information and by providing a network 
of expertise that ensures value, quality, and authenticity of 
information resources. The Library integrates and manages 
knowledge to enable learning and the creation of new 
knowledge.

Vision
The Library is central to the vibrant intellectual life found 
at Illinois and committed to student success. Infused 
throughout the university, the Library fully engages with the 
university’s mission by offering physical and virtual access to 
the finest and broadest array of scholarly resources available 
and by providing the expertise of the best librarians and 
staff. Serving scholars around the world, the Library’s global 
preeminence reflects the university’s land grant values and its 
own rich heritage.



Financial Statement
During the 2018–2019 fiscal year, the Library received 
more than $3.4 million in total gifts. The Library is grateful 
for these generous contributions, which help sustain its 
excellence and status as one of the world’s preeminent 
research collections.

The Library’s advancement effort is an integrated 
fundraising program that seeks support on several different 
levels in the form of gifts and pledges to current use and 
endowment funds, grants, and planned giving.

The market value of the Library’s total endowment as of 
June 30, 2019, was $60.3 million. Invested both for income 
and long-term growth, endowment funds play an especially 
important role in helping the Library meet the challenges of 
the future.

Fiscal Year 2019
(7/1/18–6/30/19)

Gifts and Pledges $1,116,006†

Planned Giving             $2,316,083‡

Grants $15,000

TOTAL GIVING            $3,447,089

Endowment Funds
Endowment funds provide a valuable opportunity to invest 
in the future of higher education. Each fund serves as a 
permanent financial resource that generates annual income 
for a designated purpose. In this way, donors create a living 
legacy that spans generations. 

Library endowment funds are established with gifts of 
$25,000 or more, payable over a five-year period. The income 
is used according to the wishes of the donor and typically 
benefits a specific Library collection, program, or service. 

Funds Endowed from  
July 1, 2018 to June 30, 2019
D R .  PA T R I C I A  J .  O ’ B R I E N  E N D O W E D  F U N D

To support anthropology collections and services in the 
University Library

For a complete list of endowment funds, please visit  
www.library.illinois.edu/friends.

† Includes outright gifts, pledges, recurring payments, and 
matching gifts

‡ Includes deferred gift commitments such as bequests and wills

(left) Plate XXXXVI. Piece of lava curiously 
ramified, and tinged with sulphur and vitriol.

(below) Plate XXXXVI. Piece of lava half calcined, as 
to its appearance, by the acid hot vapour, 

as are the lavas of the Solfaterra.

Who is giving to the 
University Library?

 Alumni

 Friends

 Corporations and Organizations

 Faculty/Staff

 Foundations

 Current Students



Memorial Gifts
From July 1, 2018, to June 30, 2019, the University Library received gifts in 
memory of the following individuals:

Tribute Gifts
From July 1, 2018, to June 30, 2019, the University Library received tribute gifts in 
honor of the following individuals:

Linda Ackerson

Felix Albrecht

Elaine S. Avner

Darwin F. Bostick

John Bouseman

Mary Jeanne Carrera

Alice V. Clark

Thomas Arkle Clark

Carl Deal

John and Frances DeRoule

Bob Doan

Wanda Dole

Kermit and Patricia Fessler

Patricia and Todd Albery

Brian and Susan Allen

Bethany G. Anderson

Tammie Bouseman

Sarah and Dorn Cox

Judy Delp

Anne Fribourg

Martha and Jay Gooze

Rachel Gooze

Cordelia Lee Grob

Henry Burlison Grob

James and Diane Grube

Nancy and Wes Grube

George Hendrick

Scott Kaplan

RJ Lam

John K. Newman

Susan M. Schnuer

Ronald and Yuko Toby

Vicki Trimble

Karen and David Ulric

Campi Phlegraei
The images in this calendar are from Sir William 
Hamilton’s Campi Phlegraei. Thanks to Library 
Friends Jim and Lionelle Elsesser, both alums of 
the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, 
the University Library was able to acquire one of 
the most beautiful and original books published in 
18th century Britain, written by a leading scientific 
pioneer of the age. Hamilton’s Campi Phlegraei is 
the spectacular product of his decades-long study of 
Mount Vesuvius at a time of the volcano’s renewed 
activity in the 1760s and 1770s. Hamilton’s vivid 

letters from Naples describing his adventurous 
ascents of the flaming mountain launched Vesuvius 
into popular fame: it thereafter became a must-see on 
the European Grand Tour.

The richly-produced volume now in the Library’s 
collection is a wonder worthy of the volcano itself, 
full of gorgeous plates depicting the Bay of Naples, 
the Italian countryside surrounding Vesuvius, and, of 
course, the volcano’s boiling summit in all its glory. 
But perhaps the coup de grâce of the book is the 

exquisite suite of drawings of volcanic rocks (shown 
here), which establish Hamilton, and the Campi 
Phlegraei volume, at the first frontier of modern 
geology and volcanology.

The Library is grateful to the Elsessers for their 
generous gift.

Joshua Freed

John D. Frey

Joseph P. Hough

Robert L. Howerton

Nina T. Martin

Elsie E. Maylath

Hayes B. McClaran

Pearl Frankinburg McClintock

Roy L. Ostrom

Campo Elias Palencia

Charles H. Shattuck

Edward B. Vaughan

Emily Watts

Ray K. Zumbrook

Plate XXXXVI. Piece of lava 
with a polished hollow therein, 
occasioned by a bubble of air.



The University Library’s Office of Advancement especially wishes to thank the 
following individuals for their guidance and kind assistance with this publication:

Chad Lewis, Assistant Chief Accountant

Ana Rodriguez, Digitization Coordinator & Registrar 

Jen Yu, Library Assessment Coordinator

Office of Advancement
Tiffany Rossi, Director of Advancement for Major Gifts

Hannah Brauer, Assistant Director of Advancement for Stewardship and  
 Donor Relations

Vicki Sparks, Administrative Aide

Krystle Simmons, Office Manager

The Office of Advancement would like to thank Prospect Development Analyst 
Rachel Thompson at the University of Illinois Foundation for all of her assistance 
throughout the year.

For more information about Library Friends and giving opportunities, 
please contact:

Office of Advancement
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign Library
227 Main Library
1408 West Gregory Drive
Urbana, IL 61801
Telephone: (217) 333-5682
Fax: (217) 244-7201
E-mail: friends@library.illinois.edu

www.library.illinois.edu/friends

The publication from the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign Library’s Office of 
Advancement includes information about the fiscal year ending June 30, 2019. Each year, 
it mails to nearly 2,000 individuals who financially support the University Library. Every 
effort is made to ensure completeness and accuracy. If there is an error, please make us 
aware by calling (217) 333-5682.
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