Life Sciences Division Meeting Agenda
University Library
 
Wednesday, December 6, 2023
1:00pm-2:30pm
Zoom
  
MINUTES
 
  
	Members:  
 
Erin Kerby, Veterinary Medicine Librarian 

Mike Dickinson, Planning, Landscape Architecture, and Agriculture Librarian; LSD Coordinator  

Absent: Lucy Moynihan
	 
 
Janis Shearer, Public Services & Engagement Librarian 
 
Kelli Trei, Biosciences Librarian

 Sarah Williams, Head, Funk Library (Minutes) 






1. Approval of Minutes (taken by Kelli) – Minutes were approved.

1. GA Discussion (Mike) – We discussed our experiences mentoring Funk GAs on exhibits.  Experiences differ based on the topic of the exhibit, the GA, the GA’s comfort level with Canva, etc.  A couple of helpful tips were to discuss the GA’s goal with the exhibit, and to encourage the GA to ask the exhibit coordinator for a review before asking the librarian mentor for a review.

1. Biology Endowment Funds (Kelli) – Kelli discussed the biology endowment funds.  While the Bamber fund has quite a bit of flexibility, it is intended to support biology, biology students, etc.  When the Bamber fund is used, a connection to biology must be stated.

1. Discuss Instruction Repository/Clearinghouse Prompts (listed below, Mike) – We discussed several points related to the Teaching and Learning Task Force’s exploration of a repository or clearinghouse of teaching materials.  The organization (e.g., folders, file naming) of the resource would be critical.  Duplicate content can be problematic, and videos quickly become out-of-date.  We had questions about who would manage and curate the content and said it would be important to be clear it is a Library-wide resource, regardless of who oversees it.  It would be helpful for the resource to include rubrics and activities for the end of sessions; it would also be helpful for the materials to include the creator’s name, so others can follow-up and ask questions.  Thinking of creators, we suggest the repository have a single Creative Commons license that applies to all submitted materials.  It could be helpful for people across the Library to see what others are teaching, and a the resource could also be helpful for on-boarding new librarians.

1. Committee assignments and reports – AC, CDC, others
4. Kelli
0. College of Medicine librarians search has phone interviews in progress.
0. EC is done meeting for the calendar year.
0. The Biodiversity Heritage Library will be working with a consultant to help determine future directions.
4. Mike
1. CDC did not meet, so Mike didn’t get a chance to ask Tom about his earlier comment that University of Illinois hasn’t been sharing materials with other institutions as much.
1. RMT is starting to plan Spring Hub Training; let Mike know if we have training topic ideas. RMT is considering new listings for the Subject Specialist Directory
1. The Campus Charitable Fund Drive is over.
1. NEVP – Mike is meeting with Jake McGregor to discuss how some tasks might be automated.
4. Sarah
2. PRI Librarian search had the kick-off meeting this morning.

1. Round Table
5. Kelli
0. Next week, Kelli will send her sabbatical coverage email internally and then to LibNews.
0. The BHL emails in the aceslib account were Gemini tickets; we should file them in the BHL sub-folder.  Kelli also receives those.
5. Mike
1. Some GA schedule adjustments as the semester winds down
5. Sarah
2. Sarah has drafted Funk’s GA request for FY25 and will share it with Mike before submitting it.
2. The search for the late-night Library Specialist position is moving forward.
2. Sarah and Megan Sapp-Nelson were asked to attend the next meeting of the Inclement Weather Planning Group to discuss the possibility of Funk, Grainger, and the Orange Room remaining open when smaller units need to close.
2. Sarah and Janis are continuing initial plans for the Spring panel.  Sarah is working on the email invitations to panelist to hopefully send those before Winter Break.
5. Janis
3. Lots going on with Reading Day & Finals Week activities.  If the world’s largest puzzle is completed, do not disassemble it.
3. Starting to think about Spring activities, like blind date with hopefully not a cookbook, and LibGuides as part of a March Madness bracket
3. Janis will send LSD Research Club schedule for Spring.

1. Adjourn


Instruction Repository Discussion Prompts: 
Charge bullet point: Identify necessary components of a shared repository/clearinghouse of teaching materials for Library instructors, and develop a plan for maintenance and updating;
Background statement: The Teaching and Learning Task Force is assessing needs for a shared repository or clearinghouse of teaching materials for Library instructors. We’d appreciate hearing your feedback on what materials, features, and technical functions would be helpful in a shared system. We’re gathering data from conversations within individual divisions to understand the broad range of instructor interest in potentially developing a repository of materials.
Questions for division discussions:
1. What interest does everyone have in having access to a repository of locally created instructional materials?
1. What type of materials would you potentially use if they were in a local repository?
1. Prompting suggestions: course outlines, syllabi, active learning activities, quizzes and other assessment tools, etc.
1. What type of materials would you potentially contribute if they were in a local repository?
1. What other instructional repositories do you use, and what features do you value and/or dislike about them?
1. What search and retrieval, deposit, maintenance, and other technical features would be helpful in a local repository?
1. Do you have any suggestions for how this repository should be maintained and managed on behalf of instructors in the University Library?
1. What other suggestions do you have for the team?

