


Urbana  28 September 1911   
 
 

Mr. A. G. S. Josephson,  

 2239 Greenleaf Ave. 

  Rogers Park, Chicago. 

My dear Mr. Josephson: 

   In reply to your letter of the 25th which came yesterday, I take pleasure in 

stating that so far as I know Miss Sparks is still available for the work of which you write, and I 

imagine will be glad to undertake it, though, as she has no telephone, I have been unable to speak 

to her about the matter since the receipt of your letter. Since my letter of last summer, Miss 

Forrest has been appointed to a position in Western Pennsylvania so she is no longer available. 

So far as I know, Miss Sparks is about the only person capable of doing the work who is at 

present available. I think you have her address. 

  Believe me, 

     Very truly yours, 

 

FS/HLP   Assistant Professor of Library Economy 

 

[Handwritten] (Frances Simpson) 

 

[Handwritten across the right margin: Sparks, Marion] 
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Herbert O. Tomlinson & Co. 
Largest Book Brokers in the World 

 
Imported and DeLuxe Editions           Libraries Bought and Sold 
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Chicago Office, 431 South Dearborn Street 
 

        Chicago      Oct. 4, 1911 
 

Miss Francis Simpson 

  University Library 

    Urbana 

 

Dear Miss Simpson 

 You wrote me some time ago that Miss Sparks did not have a pleasing personality. 

Just what does that mean? Is she not fitted to look after the work of ten experienced 

people? That is part of what she would have to do in the present job. 

 Kindly answer by return mail – address me at the library. 

     Yours truly 

     Aksel G. S. Josephson 

 





    Urbana  10 October 1911   
 
 

Mr. A. G. S. Josephson,  

 The John Crerar Library, 

  Chicago, Illinois. 

My dear Mr. Josephson: 

   In reply to your letter received a few days ago, permit me to state that my 

statement with regard to Miss Sparks’s personality refers to her personal appearance and not to 

her mentality. I think she would be able to superintend the work of others if she had it to do. She 

has certainly been called upon too [sic] do that kind of thing in former years as she has organized 

several public libraries in different parts of the country. She is not at all attractive personally and 

usually shows a rather eccentric taste in dress. I do not think it is altogether a question of 

finances with her but one of individuality. I have known her for a good many years, and I have 

seen practically no change in her attitude. She does not look like anybody else in the world and 

does not seem to want to. I trust I have given you the information that your letter calls for. It is a 

rather difficult matter to write such a letter as this. If you knew the situation I think you would 

agree with me. 

  Believe me, 

     Very truly yours, 

 

FS/HLP   Assistant Professor of Library Economy 

 

[Handwritten across the right margin: Sparks, Marion] 




