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357 Cheristry Building,Jan. 5,1832. *

¥y desar ¥r. Stephens,

The clipping whioh I am returning, is approximately right.

The course was started here as three lectures to the Chemistry Ciub
in 1212, given as

six lectures to the junior class the next year, and
I have taught the course beginning 1914-%5 .

It ie e2quired of all junicrs in chemistry and chemieal engineering.
Originally it was modelled in part after & course at Worcester Polytechnice,
but the library feature 1is stressed here rather than the history, so that it
ray claim to be unigue. several other schoole have esinoe installed similar
courses, taught in general by chemists not by the library person, and in
some of these the laboratory manual used here has been purchased asa
help; how much bt has been aotually used I 4o not know.

The notes were mimeographed up to 1812 ; 500 copies were printed that
fall September, and all were gone by January ,1931.

Scme were or@gred from Australia and England while the roll of purchasers
in~this Gountry did TACITOAE~most-of—the~targe chemical firms.

Thies 18 no doubt in patt due to the samexzawaaxthxkx fact that ocaused the
ran who had been interviewing some industrial men to inquire " Are all
chlef chemigts from Illinoie? Seems to me all that I find are *. :
No ‘special advertising has been done--except sending of oopiea for review'_;
to journsle whose readers might be expected to be interested. o

About 300 of the 1000 of the second edition have been disposed of
to date. :

Various oollege and city libraries where ‘the technioal dniinntinn’is
emphasized have

bought it and some of these as well as several of the
chemical firms have

added the second edition,though they had the first.
The original 49 pakes, twelve lectures, _are now 80 pages, in sixteen
lecturew—; the eections form each the basis £0:

oy one c¢lass meefing and
Picbleme to be looked up in the lidbrary are assigned each time.
~ It occhirs to me that the easlest explanation is the book,so
here 18 a copy.
Yours truly,
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CHEM. LITERATURE ONLY COURSE OF KIND IN U. S.
[Stamp: OCT. 29 1921]

Chemistry 92, taught here, is the eaky [handwritten: first]
course of its kind in chemical literature in American colleges. Its
purpose is to give chemists a knowledge of the literature of
chemistry so they will know where to find their information should
they be asked the composition of chewing gum, or the best alloy
for airplanes.

The course includes instruction in public speaking, library
science, French and German.

The text book used is in no other college chemistry library.
Miss Marion Sparks, librarian, compiled the laboratory manual. It
was first published two years ago as a 50 page pamphlet. The 50
copies of the first edition were disposed of in China, England and
Australia. This year the manual contains 80 pages.

[See the original scan for other notes Sparks made about this
article.]





