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Coneliusions

The prevalence of libruries would indicate & quite

general approval of them.
These sixty, in all parts of the State, ranging in age from

& few months to twenty-six years, founded in almost as nany ways,

1n communities differing widely in character and resources, may

be taken as fair tyres of the moderately large libraries of

ithe State, Geographically considered » o8t of them are located

in the northern one-fourth of the State; this may be ascribed,

in part, to the fact that the early settlers of the northern

Pounties were more often from the New England or other Rastern

ét&tes, while the southern counties drew their population from

Virgindia, Kentucky, and the south in general,.Thenr too, manufac-

turing industries are more numerous, and the colleges of Chi-

cago have had some influence in the matter, Forty counties are

‘represented, thirty-three being north of Springfield;there are,

tof course many other libraries in the State, lurge ones too in

icounties not included in the forty(sse map for list of counties)

but these , as typical lddraries founded in towns of moderate

size, seemed best suited to the purpose of the inquiry.

Some are in cities , others in post-villages; twenty-six are in

county seats, Their ineomes rang: from less than $200 to almost

$3000 a vear. They contain from 300 to 10000 volumes, the latier

gnumber being taken as a limit to prevent an unwieldy extension

qu the list

they have been fourded 0y ussociations, by the public direct-

7y by private gifts, or by institutions, Twenty-two owe their
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@éxistencs 1n some measure to earlier librariss,
Bagun by assoeistions, olubs, .tock or shareholders. The 1ibrary)
woitld grow, become popular, funds wonld be lacking, and it would
become avident that the people who neadad the books most were nat
hhiﬂ o use tham freely,; money would become harder to obtain,by
Bubicription, gift , or the sale of more shares, Then the shief
supporters of the library would petition fur the sstablishment, |
Or permission to vote on the establishment ¢f & free public li-
brary, offering the existing library comprising sometimes as in
Polo, building, fittings and books, as a basis for the new inati-
tutlon, With a proper amount of agitation and the best efforts
of all interested , this usually convineced the scuneil or voters,
a8 thea ocase might be , though in one instance o threst to closs
the libkrary had to be emploved to convinee a eouneil. The library
wanld then be promptly reorganized as a publiec one; this was thel
plan in Barry, Mendota, Onerga, Pekin, and Woodsutook.

dometimes a reading room was the entering wedge, and the -
spsocintlion was short-lived; this waas the ease in Cordova and
Urbena. Two libraries , in Kansas and Warren were founded to aid
Bohools, whiles Earlvills was given the public school library.
Woman’s clubs virtuélly Tounded the libraries in Hoopeston,Sycari
moré, iuacola, and Waunkeégan, sinea but for their energetic work
the libraries would not have been possible, even with the tax.
The atudy eluba and University extension courses have roused a

nsw interest in booka and reading everywhere they have entered.
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The libraries founded by tax voted by & spontaneous

ublic lmpulse are not many. The libraries at Jarthage, Dixon,
Havana, lloline , and Savanna are the best examples of thds ;Car-
hage and Savanna received gifts of books however, which did good
ervice, while each of the others penefited by & subscription
aper till the tax was available, Sometimes the Board borrows
foney to be repaid without interest at a certain time; the suppo-
ition 1s that when the time comes the lenders will often refuse
0 receilve the money again.

The libraries founded by individuals are usually memorials,
or in the nature of & monument to the founders; in either case,
'the piver imposes conditions, sometimes peculiar, on the recip-
ident; generally a stipulation that the library 1is to be main-
tained as a free public library is 1miade. The libraries in Dun-
ee, llaperville, Ottawa, Rockton, and Wheaton are of this class.
n Ottawa anc in Wheaton the library has an endowment. and rarely,
il ever,,receives publiec money; in Naperville and Rockton there f
is no endowment, and in Montieello the expense is shared by the

founder and the tcwnship. The library of Elkhart is a reward for

The library in Lombard , belonging: to the church but free to all,
has seemingly solved the problem for that village.

Most of the libraries investigated are under the provisions
f the law concerning cities and incorporated towns; thit in Win-

etka, formerly village , is now a township library.

the exclusion of saloons from the town for three consecutive yaarn.
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There are eleven distinectly township librariaes; :hn.
smiill number may be due to the aituation of the town or village
in 0 corner of the township , for instance,'nr to. mome of the
ciupes mantioned in the chapter on township libraries. All but
thrée were preceded by associations or similar bodies which gave
their property wholly or in part to the publie libraries, That in
licnticello was the gift of one individual , the people of Geneva

were started to thinking by a very live Improvement Association,

tut Kewanee has no record of such assistance. |
After a library has proved to be a muecess , as one report
BLya , "averypbody was always in favor of it". No general rule far
Engcess can be made; the local conditions must be studied and
plans arranged to take advantage of these conditions, if the
library is to be more than a éafety—deposit vault for storing and;
"saving" books.When the library has been‘fairly started , & care-
ful, tactful administration makes success sure, usually.

If the moest successful types in the six groups should ba
dosignated thée 1ist would read about as follows:

Oh&aptar.l , Lombard, and Winnefka; !

y Carthage, Geneva, Polo; |

T

N & , Belvidere, Pontiac, Sycamore, Tuscola;

ki % , Dixon, Galena, Waukégnn;

i i y-Lineoln, Kankakee, Ottawa; :
n 8 , Butavia, Gaﬁeva, and Polo. ;

Ho plan ean be warranted for every lecanlity. i
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The public interest in libraries has increased so

much in the past ten years , that the prospect is hopeful for

ia number of new libraries. But the gift outright of a library
Eomplete with & permenent endowment, to be aided by tax at the
will of the people, is not yet in the reach of all communities
nor are they &ll ready for 1it.

Therefore, for the average town having from 1000 to 4000 pee
ipeople ( this would include thirty-five of the sixty, being all
in Chapters 2 and 3 ) some one of the following suggestive plans,
adapted to local needs , would prove satisfactory, if followed nup
by tact in administration and a judicious use of advertising.

a An individual might offerto the town or township,according—‘
to existing conditions, & suiltatvle building fitted for use, with
ground; on condition that the people in a certain time , inaﬁall
and provide for the maintenance of a free public library therein.
:Subscriptiuns,a loan, or u book-purty, or all three could be

used to start the library &nd arrange for it till the tax ecomld
be had. This plan has been tried in Canton, Rockton, ard other
places; in Lincoln the donor was the Library Associlation; in llon-
iticellothe township furnished building , librarian, and runnin
expenses, the individual the books with money td buy more; any
elnb, assocdationy or existing non-public library could be the
doror, The conditions unless in exceptional cases, imposed on the

' receiver should not exceed three: acceptance, proper meintenance,

use to.be free to all!; in some cases the donor desires his name
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to be given to the library, eand this is allowable; if
2 books, special eollections, or curios are added to the gift,
ision should be made for their proper care and display.The
seemg to answer equally well in towns and townships; some
pat see to the vote at Lhe election with =zeal, if the voters

$2¥8 to approve of it at & general eleection., In Galena Mr. Felt

gupported the librarf for two years bvefore its sceceptance; in
@lkhart, the library is to revert to the giver’s legal heirs in

b years after her death, if the town has made no provision for
its maintenance,

b 1In the case of libraries founded by tex with little or no

d from individuals, in incorporated towns the presentation of

h petition to the council gigned by the heaviest tax-payers end
pthers interested , is sufficient; in townships, the petition is
preliminary te a vote on the question by the towmship. This
pethod was used in banville,'nixon, Havana, &nd Moline; in Dan-
ille some books were given alsc; in Dixon , open shelves are a
g8 t. attraction; they:had only the tax. In Moline a dinner was
Biven and subsgcriptions asked for to halp out the tax,payable one-
fiird in two months , one-third in one vear and ome-third in two
yenrs; (5600 was raised; in Havana a canvass of the town brought
400 and 250 books, which with the tax whiech had been woted for
iwo previous years, made a secure foundation,. .In Macomb, Pontime,

i Toulon the tax seens to have been all that whao usad,
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¢ For smzall towns# where there is an academy, cooper-

tion as in Kansas and Warren with the villsge or township, .is

feesible, and the usefulness of the small sum that ecould be

Bised by taxation would be multiplied; in Barlville the school
rary was turned over to the publie library; no instance of

eh cooperation with a publiec school has been found.Some report

%hﬁ school library as being public, but the funds do not as a

ule enable the school library to be attractive to the person

who reads for amusement rather than instruction. An arrangement

mist be made with the school however that will keep the library

open at least one day in every week, throughout the year.

€@ Nine of the sixty libraries were founded in villages, havingJ

less than 1000 inhabitants; five of these were gifts, and two oth-~

#rs received considerable aid in addition to the tax.. The one at

Lemnbard is the property of the ehurch; those at Toulon and Winnet-d

&d appear to have had only the tax,

When a single wealthy giver is not &t hand several might te

parsuaded to join forces , and if necessary, the name might omdt

or include all of them; where this is impossible, a church forms

@ good center if sectarian feeling is firmly repressed;

Mf. Woolsey of Polo, speaking from experience says, " A few

gnergetic men and women pulling together can build & library in

any town". Let us hope that the day will soon eome when the libru-

ry will be as indispensable as the scheol-house, when every town

will have & well-chosen, heartily supported Ilibrary, presenting
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to visitors the sight of open shelvas
fFarence Looks freely used and understood, & goodl

best pericaicals, and special provision of all T

, frequent advertlsing, and
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this paper shall be {he means of helping one community to

the





