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Batnvia

Publie Tibrary

The library of Batavia , Kane county, was begumn
gifts, to supply the public demand for becoks; in 1882 the tOWﬂP
Ehip was prevailed upon to accept the library as a gift from -

thoze interested and agree to support it as a free, publie library

o

The circulation is now 22000 from 5480 volumes; the tax received
8t first one mill, now two, gives an income of about $1500 yearli.
There have besen no specilal gifts; the library has bean adver-
tised in the local papers, and by reading room notices.

In 1680, the township had a population of 3318, the town,
'_:54; in 1890 the township had 4292, the town, 3543,

The town , seven miles north of Aurora, has a foundry and &
jJaper-mill. There are three clubs which fiind the library of usse
in their work,

No opinion on the law regarding the establishment of libraries

given, so that they seem satiafied; the library is much used,
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Cambridge
fublic Library

“he library of Cumbridge, county seat of Henry

gaunty, is ona of the few township libraries in county seats. It
was started im 1870 by subseription, than came under tha control
gf the village, &nd 18 at present supported by the township.
ihe date of the transafers has not been learned.

The library, which is only open ona day in. the week, iassuad
ot 7500 volumes for home ume lant year: thers are 49G0 volume b
in the library. The ineome Trom the tax is from $500 to BA0C &
year,: There have heen ro larpe gifts,

Tha popitlation of the tomship in 1880, was 2302, in 1890 ,
18167 the popnlation of the town shows a similar decrease of 400;
in tha same time. The town kas no special industry except &
flour-mill. |

The Livrary appears to be dolng good service with smell meunsi

The township law is not masntioned.
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Pabhlde Library

The library of Dundue, ¥npe ccunty, Toundsil

4T IE7S by Dr, B, F, Clevelund, is mow the property s tha tuunJ
$iip. The 1ibrary circulated 4800 volIumes lest vemr: it con-
tains only 1700 volumes.
| The tex mmournts to G260 n yepr,. The townehin whick had u pop-
lation of 2799 in 1880, had in 18%0, sliost 4000, while the
hown had 1023 , 8 gpain of A00 in ten yeurs. The town has &
cronmery, & chesga-factory, and brick-works.
1 The commupity 1s not wealthy, Farmers, working-men , and
pcrobl-chlldren are the ehiel patrone of tha librery. The peos |
‘ble of the township outudde the town use tha library to quite -
an extant,

The tax does not seem to ba o high as it might ; the: income:; -
anould be larger to supply the needs ol the readers., No opinioi

ia given on tha low.




Geneseo
Public Library

The library in Genreseo, Henry county, 1like

that at Cwnbridge has pa.used through three stages in its devel~
fopment; first a shareholders' 1library, between 1882 and 1666,1t
becaiie & c¢ity library, and later was trausierred to the towas
ship. T..g first change was made to "extend the influanece of thse
library™ ., the second " t0 increase its usefulness and revenue"
There care nof C500 volumes. in the litrary;no record of circula-
Etion is "kept.

| Tho shereholders petiiicned the oity to take the lilras,

iaru the Library Board accomplished the transfer to the township

The wnnual income of the litrary is H51500;the librarian hus
- §420 « year, The library was given $10000 in 1098 for a new
jbuilding, and into this the library moved thils yeur.

In 1680, the township had a population of <£71, in 1890,4061
whrile the town showed a like decrease of ubout 400, having in
11890 only 5162.1ow there are said to be tut few families in the
towship outside the city limits., Coul is mined , and Tarming
tools are mcde in the town.

The law 1s satisfactory as 1t stands
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Publlic Library

The library oi Genevi, Kana county, due to u

suggestion made by the iayor to the Gensvi ILi'rovemsnt Associa-
fion,was lepgun In 1894-~85 by vote of the township. The election
was curried lﬁrgely by the zealous efforts of the Asgociation,
:hich alsc lent the library 8350 as a permanent investmen:t 1o
help out the first year, und drafted a letter to tax-payers
sking for funds to support the library till the tax should ue
hvailahle. Library lectures were given as a meuns cf educating
the eople to need the library.

There ure in the library 1237 volumes and 11317 volumes
were issued for home use last year. The income from the tax 1s
231100 & yeur . A few books have been given to the library.

The township had a populaticn of 2030 in 1890 ; that of tha
Ftown was lcdZ2, an increwuse ¢f about 400 in each siace 1840,

There &re six factorieg, glucose-works, a creamery , and

o

foundry in the town; the co.mmunity is not wealthy.
"The library is on the whole, very pcpular and growing more
so", the librarian says. Children, specizlly those whose par-

ents are of foreign birth, form & lurge proportion ol the read-

Yo opinion is given of the law . It seems to work well here.
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Kewanee
Public Library

The library of Kewanec, llenry county, wus

founded in 1875, by vote ol the township; it was preceded by

l

.p tefore thc election, so that all knew abtout it, The librarien

gmall subscription library. The project was thoroughly talked

ays "We lept it continrually before thae voters". The only giftg
eceived Lave bean a few books.

dhe circulation is over 20000, for the 8000 volumes in the
ibrary . The tax yields $1800 a yezr now. |

The township had in 1880 & population wof 4207, the town 11704
ile in 1690 the township had 59868, and the town 4569; The
sommunity is wealthy and growing., Coal is mined , and there

are boiler and tube factories.

The library has always been well advertised;"the country peo-
Eple use it freely and are plesased with it"., The city limits
3 ,

}now include &bout five-sevenths cof the population of the

itownshiy,uhile in 1880 {wo-fifths lived outside Eha limits.
i

T

The present law is 'satisfactory as far as it goes; the libra

rian says, " We would like a law whereby we could assess and

:

collect « two mill tax for a proper library building.”




ne

Monticello

Public Library

The library of Monticello, county seat of

'Piatt county , is the gift c? Mrs. 5, W, Allerton , being the

- visible expression of the interest felt by the Allerton family

in the community where their first land interests were . In

| 1897 1iirs. Allerton offered the township the books , furniture,|

. and fixtures rIor a library, with a fund for the purchase of

more books, if the township would provide a building, and pay
the running expenses, as librarien®s salary, heat, light, and
jenitor service. The offer was accepted almost at once, and the

township makes an estimate of the probable expense for the yean,

;and appropriates mongy for thé purpoese; it is hoped that the
two mill tax can be levied by vote of the township, to provide
& regular income. The library.has received a few smaller gifts,

The circulation, 10544 volumes is excellent for the first

' year of & library having enly 3000 volumes. '

The township had in 1890, a populaticn of 2832, and the towiy,
1643, There are in the town Tive factorias} 1 fgundry, and a
flour-mill: it seems to be prosperous,

The problem of the law has not come up in the history of
the library yet. The libruarlan says, "We try to carry out us

far as possible, approved methods for creating greater iiuteras

in the library." Every one seems to be satisfied
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Buffalo Free Publie Library

A%t Polo, Ogle county, the library was begunn .
|
as a stockholders? library in 1871; a lot was bought, and & |
building fitted up; but the enthusiasm diedf out, and in 1E8Y
the library was almost dead. The next year some of the stock-
holders petitioned the township authorities to make it public,
fon the understanding that the property of the old organization
should be g iven to the new library. The jproposition was approved
-and the library became the property 0f the township; the tux of
fone nmill : ounts to $500 to #5350 a vear. Some monev has been
raised by entertainments, A gift of $500 with its interest is
set apart with some smaller sums, ai a fund for a new building,
:Thare are o204 volumes and 5951 were issued for home use in 1884

Buffalo township had , in 18%0, a population of 1683, while
that of the towm Polo, &lone , was 1728; the town ships live
:stock to Chicago , and farm tools are manufactured.

As regards the tovnship law, lMr. R. D. Woolsey, one of  the
trustees writes as follows:

f Is the present township law satisfactory ? This is
vary difficnlt question to answer, and of course depends
cltegether on the ideas of the individuul giving the answer,

S0 far we have found no difticulty. In fact I will say we
have paid very little attention to it. There is ncot much of

it., This is the very reason why as an individual I thirk
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good deal of it; it makes it less diffiecult to
keep in line with its work. Chapter 8 of the Statutes is
very short and mostly relates to larger cities, But in
Article 10, townships are given certain powers and under
this we aet and find no trouble. We have ample power and ag
long as things move harmoniously all is well., The fact is ,
we have had very little cause to refer to the law; hence, I
am inclined to say, Let it alone,

As to the cause of there being so few in the State, I
would suppose it results fromithe faet that publiec opinion
is not sufficiently devsloped to demand more. Here it
seems to me is the necessity of the times,

Our émerican people are perhaps too busy .as a general
rule to do much in this direction, but they are-mostly r15h51
if brought to a realizing sense of what 1s needed. A few an-
ergetic men and women pulling together would build a library
in any town ; Why do they not do it? Here is in my opinion 4
the secret of progress."

The library appears to be thriving and duly appreciated.
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FRochelle

Flappg townskip Publie Librapy

The township library in Rochalle, Ogle county
founded in 16915 it has received no important gifta.

The library in 1086 contuined 1906 volumes and the cireula-
don is given in tha Report for that year as 4600 yvolumes. Ho
pecial reason appears for the. arge circulation,so far za cun He
earnad; the Tigures may include reading room eirculation as
well as the books issued for home use, The income of the libra-
for the same time was §1300,

In 1890, the population of the town was 1769, shut of the

iownshlp 4 2485, The town, the center for & stock-raising and
|
egrioculturel region , has two foundries and & Tlour-mill,

The reports whieh have been obtained indisate that the libra

ry 15 appreciated,’

Yo diraet report could be had, mo that no opinion of thd Law

w8 obtaimart. " I
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Rocktan

Talcott Free Library
In 1608, Udr. Wait Talecott and his son W, &,

Talcott offered to give to the township of Rockton, Winnebago

sounty, & building suisably arranged for library purposes and
& lot, if the people would agrea to found and maintain the

rlihrary. The offer was accepted. The tax furnishaes an income of

#700 a year. There have been no other gifts.
Tha library contained 3300 volumes last year , and in lA88

7500 wolumes were issued for home use.

Tha population of the township in 1890 was 1492, that of thuh

town 892, There are paper and flour- mills, and a foundry in

lthﬂ toewn, which is also named Rockton.
The. 1ibrary is fairly well patronized and seems to ba appre-

F

eiated; the tax is reasonably liberal for so small acommunity.

Ho opinion was expressed concerning the law: probably they

hove had little need to consider-it.
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Viarren

Free Public Library

The litrwry in Warren, Jo Daviess county, was
founded primarily to aid the students of the Warren Acudemy,
in 1885; it is open now to the public and is supported by the
;township in part., The Academy furnishes a room and 2 libreriany
but no statement could be found concerning the sourcs of the
 income of 8230 a year.

The library contuins 3000 voiumes and the circulation 1last
Fyaar was G000 volumes,

In 1620 the population of the town was 1172; that of the
whole township wus 1587. The town has o flour-mill and

Toundry; farming and stock-ralsing are the industries of the

township.
The present arrangement appears to give satisfaction. INo
‘ statemont was made regarding the law, From the reports it seoms

l likely that the funds are obtainad by an appropriation from the|

township wuthorities for the purpose.
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Tha relatively small number of libraries orgunized by
townships may be Gseribed to any one , or better, Hll &f thesa
causes; ebsorption in personal affairs; the hostile attitude apt
0 ensue when the sxtra tax on people outside the edty limite is
proposed for some object ecentralized at a point inside; the uni-
versally bad roads whieh make easy communieation anid so tha
@rompt return of books, a difficult matter at the seasons when
the eountr; ,people: have time to read; or , indifference on the
art of the town to the mitual benefit to be gained.

At un; rate , o the sixty which have been studied &and whieh

are lairly represantative, .eleven are ' township libraries; that

at Lombard, in Chapter 1 , should possibly be added ,as:their
ﬁibrnry s@aams "o be open to all , irrespective of place of.arnﬂuJ

These eleven libraries are distributed in the towns of the
different sizes as follows:

1

Chupter 1, Cambridge , and Rocktonm;

" 2, Imindee, Geneva, Kewanee, lMonticello, Polo, Rﬁnhal#ﬂ

ind Warren;

B X, Basavia, and (anesac.
Those founded by individuals , which the people have had unl#

Lo ncecept and, in pert or wholly maintain, are the 1ibrarﬁes in
_1ndea;?ﬂon:ieello, and Roekton, and in all the publiec has taken
gdoca&reofthe gift and profited by it, That at Warren was found-
8l by individuasla for the school, but is answering the purposa of
& free public library as well as if that had been the original

plan., In Geneva and Rochelle the publie libraries were not
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preceded by other libraries of any sort , but

wére tha Llmost spontansous result. of the awakening of the pub-
iiu congeience.

Tha oslwr five, in Batavie, Cambridge, Geneseo, Kewanse, and
Polo, were the outcome of agitation whieh took the form of li-
Lrary assoclations and companies, ol various &ages; the oldest, o#
tha gldest whose age is lkmown 1is that at Polo , which ufter &
temporary prosperity, languished , till after fifteen years, the
people were roused to a sense of what the library should be.

In Cwibridge and Geaneseo the libraries passed through three

ntages of existence ,shareholders , village and city respectively,

then became township institutdons; in aach ease the original
propristors surrendered their ownership whenever the people were

" willing and ready for the change.

Only two of these: libraries are in eguniy séLts, Cambridge,
{end Monticelilo; the latter as & gift oan not be considered rep~
resentative, A majority, sdeven , were begun in towns having
1000 to 2500 people., All but Monticello are in thse northern one-
fourth of the State;three are dn Henry,three in Kane ; two in
Ople, &nd one each iu Jo Daviess and Winnebago counties,
LAccoriding to use, Rochelle,if we concede the figures repori-

#d in 1656 , is far in advance of the rest; the issuance of twan

ty=lour times tha nuwdber of volumes in the library, aven if it

{ioeludes reading room use , 18 not usunl,. Ueneseo issuss nline,

Butuyie four, iontieello, three, and Dundee a trifle leas than

i
B
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three times the number of volumes contained in

thelr respactive libraries. The rate in Kewanee, Polo, Rockton,
und Warren varies from twice to two and four-fifths times the '
numbar of volumes; Cambridge gives out & little over one and one-
hell timea 1ts whole number , while Genesso, with 6500 volumes, |
Loopa no record of eireulation .

The ape of the libraries appears to have vary little infliu-
ence, as Genava, next to the youngest haa & mmeh higher rate i
than Montleello , the moat recent, vhish in its turn , doas but
& trifle bétter than that in Dundee, founded in 187% instend ol

LBST .

Tha manner of Tounding doeqﬁhot natter if the people raaliie.:
the value of the library when it is in their possession. This
is determined by the character and habits of thought of the com-
munity, walded by the methods used in administering the affairs
of the library.

The librardes 1o townships 0o 2ot huve,so Tar as I can dis-
cuver, & higher rute of ecirculation as & ruls. , than libraries of
gqual slze in towns ol the same .population; the Increased num-
vér of possible usere does not insure a greater.number of actual
reuders, in the majority of cases. There may be exceptions, whan
the towns differ materially in make-up, or an unusually active
Board and librariani:take advantage of unusual conditions , The
ehilef srgpument Tor libraries under township organization i1s the

Tisld for inoreusad usefulness by the added income.




