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Braidwood

Publiec Library

At Braidwood, a coal mining town in Will coun-q
vy the business men erganized and urged the establishment of & h
public library " for the benefit eof the publie " , in 1876; The |
town was presperous and gifts were plenty.
There are now about 1600 volumes with a circulation of 3500 i
volumes. I
"There are no hooks in fereign languages inthe 1ibr§ry; no onaﬁ
outside the English—speuking classes uses the library". There isb
no mention of any library advertising. |
The chief industry ef the town is ceal mining.Out of a popu- J
lation of 4641 in 1890, 1668 were of foreign birth, according |

o the U, 8. Census report. i
|
|



Canton
Parlin Library

At Canton, Fulton county, Mr. William Parlin L

Sr. Tounded the library by cn endowment in 1882, " for the ben—ﬁ
-efit of the city": thg condition imposed was the proper mainte- |
"nance of the library by the eity.

The Parlin family has siven books, furnishings, and made f
repairs for the library since then,

In 1898 the library contained 3700 voelumes and eirculated f
w1656 volumes,

Much work is done with the schcols and the library is popu- E
dar and flourishing. The two mill tax amounts to $1700 to h

$1600 anmmally.

The town is largely interested in the manufacture of cigars,

fiour, tile, brooms, farming tools, guns and stoves; there is r

lso a commercial college.



Wwould open June 1, in Durnbhem s hedlding wifhn T. B. Iwees \
§ librarian. Tater issues of the same paper tell of lectures W
the benefit of the ILibrary Association; one was by Dr, Greg-
on "What to read and how to read it.” Oma lecture by Petro- l
um V. Tasby, in April 1869, the Association was the loser by
dollars.

T 1676 the Association gave the task over to the city. Tha

Hbrery later had quarters in the city hall,

’

Mr. A. C. iDurnham gave to the library chout four years ago,
L dite and building worth §40000; he added to this an endow-
gnt of $10000 for the purchase of books, The library has re--
Bived other gifts of books and property , but no other of such
U L]

The library contains cbout 6000 volumes and the circulation
§ 22396 volumes.

(Chumpuaign had in 1876 a sopulstion of nearly 50003 furniture

id wegons were manufactured.

Champaign
Public Library ‘
The Illinois Democrat for May 29, 1868, &n- |
ced that the reading room of the Champaign Library Associa- ;
|



Dixon
Public Library
In 1895, a few public-spirtted men of Dixen, g l
ounty seat of Will ccunt&, induced the City Council of Dixen to

levy the tax provided for in the State law rsgarding public 1i- !

yraries, |

There was no great demand, in fact some oppesition,but the liﬁ
rary ls appreciated now. !
| The Hose company owned a small subscription library, founded )
1 18723 this collection was given to the public library, but 1tj
s received no other gifts; The library has done no speecial aa-
rtising; the readers go directly to the shelvaa;

The circulation for 5700 volumes was almest 20000 volumes. J

The town has several factories and a normal school, The 1i-

pary s income is about $2000 a year. k ‘




Galena [
Public Library and Reading room ’

The people of Galena, county seat of Jo Daviesal

?bnnty, were speclally fortunate in having Mr, B. F. Felt as & |
follow townsman., The following extrect from the preceedings of |
fghu Fourd of Directors’ maeting of March, 1697 explains what he J
@14 mnd the method used:

| " Mr., Sheehun as ch&irman of a special committee to ar-

lrange the details of the transfer of the Public Library from the
eustody of Mr. B. F, Pelt to the city ef Galena, read the follov-

ing paper which had been duly signed:

Whervas, I, B. P. Felt of the city of Galena , I11,,did

¢t tha fourth day of Sept.l894, tendsr to the c¢ity of Galena, {
3 |

5 propeultion whereby if the said city council would pass an

| grdinimeods for the establishment and maintenance of a Public l

1Library and Reading Room in sald city ef @&lona, in accordancg
| with the provisions of the statutes of the State of Illindis, ‘
and upon certain conditions in sald propesitions named , : ]
I would donate to the Bﬁard of Directors of said Public Lihr;-%
ry end Reading Room, one thousand volumes of books and furnisﬁ
the room or rooms of said library with all modern equipments,
and maintain the saume for the perioed of two years. And |
Whereas, On szdd twelfth day of Sept. A. D, 1894, the
said city council accepted saild proposition made by me, and on

the second day of Oct. A, D. 1894, passed an ordinance for the

N iR

o




Galena - - 2 |
establishment and maintenance of a Public Library l
and Reading Room, in accordance with the provision of the stat-]
utes of this State, and in compliance with the conditions 1m-l
posed by said proposition. And "
Whereas, I have complied with the terms of ny saild prop-d
osition to be performed on my part, and the period of two yearﬁ
stipulated  theréin has expiréd. l
Now therefore, in pursuance of the terms of my said prop—j
osition, and in consideration of the acceptance of the same, I
and the passage of the ordinance therefor by the said city
council, I therefore give, grant and donate to the Board of |
Directors of the Galena Public Library and Reading Room of Ga- |
lena, Ill. the one thousand volumes of books,library equipmant:

furniture and property hitherto placed by me in the room or

rooms of said 1library in said city of Galena,
Witness my hand this 23d day of January 1827 A. D.
( signed) B. P. Folt." I
" The success of the library has been great from the first.
ore are over 4000 volumes in the library, and more than 24000
lumes were issued for home use in 1897;

There have been many gifts of books, money and furnitmare. A

orial case is devoted to autograph copies of books, and these

3 nearly all gifts. Mr,., Felt has given a number of books and

ges in addition to his original gifts,The number of gifts is |




Galena - - 3

due in some degree to the spirit in which Tounder and

promoters have worked; this is shown plainly in the answers wve-
ceived from the library:

"The young people of Galena needed the advantages of a
gocd library and reading room; the young men needed a place to
spend their evenings; the literary clubs and school children
needed & reference library; the library was founded primarily for
}ia t all around needs' of the young people of Galena,The condi-
tions imposed were three in number:

a ; The name to be the Galena Public Library;

b 4 No immoral, atheistie, or anarchistic works zare Lo he

tolerated in the library,;
¢ , Four of the nine Directors required by the State li=
brary law shall always be woﬁen; this in order io
keep the library out of polities.
- Those opposed to educational advantages made a mild pretest ,
gying the money thus expended shoculd be applied to keeping the
treets in repair; a few were afraid of additional taxation; noy,
fter the decided and phenomenal success, all always favored the
dea.

Our special plan for promoting the welfare of the library is

) keep abreast of the times in library sclence, and te at least
W for a time ,every workable idea we hear of or have seen

ied in other libraries. The two mill tax supports the library i

i




Galena - - 4

very well, We are thoroughly convinced of the wisdom
jof commencing with a thousand volumes and adding to the number |
from time to time , such volumes as the public demand lustily.

We commenced in October , 1894, with one thousand volumes 3

Bpd now Nave over rive thousand, At different times we have haad
gontinusd calls for books en electricity, music and musical com- |
posers, art and artists, description and travel, useful arts,juve%
aile books and fiction; fiction, new fiction, all the time. u
Just now we are trying to supply the demand for " books with|
lots of pictures" ,with scrapbooks made from advertising cards,

fictufes from magazines,, and bright sayings and little stories |

irom the Youth s Companien imd other children>s papers., The school

children flood us with material for the scrapbooks, and the as=
sistants have their books also. |
The book plate we use contains one word which has brought us |
& great many books, it is the little word from; some how this I
is the open sesame to these who otherwise weuld not be inclined ﬂ
te give even one or twe books, but who have given & great many |
ivolumes and taga pride in showing what they have done., Th idea|
was suggested by the Mercantile Library of Denver, Colorade, and

We can say it has worked well in Galena. When & special request |

is mad® the donor’s name is withheld from the book plate."

The city , on the Galena river, is the center of the lead -mi-

ning district; it has a number of factories, smelting works, and

pther industries. l
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Litchfield 1
Free Public Library .

Mr. Benjamin Hood of Litchfield, Montgomery |

b-ntr, bacame interested in the subject, and persuaded the City |
puncil to make an appropriation for a publiec library. ?
- In 1882, the funds were sufficient to open a reading room i
f begin the purchase of books. No speclal efforts were made; I
'E'room.mas ept open and books added., " After a few years, it|
_$w in faver and is now highly prized."

' For some years all works of Tiction and some other classes
hen taken for home use have paid a fes of five cents per week

or each book,The librarian says "no objection has besen made".

his is one way to discourage the reader of novels.

The charge or some other lecal cause haes had an effect om the
¢irculation, which in 1897 was 3040, while the library contained

5100 volumes.

The income from the tax fer the library is $550 to $600 per
fnnum; the returns, measured by the use of the library , seem
nadequeate.

The town has & population of about 6000; there are railroad

shops and flour mills, an academy, convent and hospital, !

-
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Moline
Public Library

The library eof Moline , Rock Island county, is

nteresting as an example of how to make a tax useful at once.
e following letter from John H, Porter,one of the Directors,
¥ill be suggestive:

" Tt has baen a creature of the municipality since its
rgenization, which did not occur until after the first legisla- |
tion for the establishment of free public libraries in this
gtate, which was in March, 1872.

In April of that year, & vote for a tax of one mill was car-
ried ,ond an appropriation of $800 was secured from the City I
Councll thereby. (n Sept. 18, 1872, the Mayor appointed the firsnk
Board of Directors,

It was not deemed wise to delay the formation of the library
until the accumulation from taxes should give sufficient funds,
and the ladies of the city were asked to give a supperfor the ben-
gfit of the project, at which it was provosed to ask for sub-
geriptions to the amount of $3000 to $5000 from the citizens,
‘payable one-third in two months , one-third in one year, and one-
third in two vears. The ladies took hold of the matter with en-
thusiasm, and the supper was given Dec. 17, 1872. A subscrip-
tion of over $3300 was obtained that evening , which was subse-
guentl; increased to nearly $5600, which was toc be used exclu-

sdvely for the purchase of books.
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Mpline - - 2
On the sixth of June, 1873, the library and read-

ing room were opened to the public, the library containing 1500
volumes, &ll new, and the reading room well supplied with current;
pericicals and newspapers. Since then there has been steady
growth and it has come through many difficulties. The library
has wcquired a valueble piece of real estate, which not only
gives it an abiding place , but furnishes beslde an income of
$100 per yea r. On our shelves are nearly 11000 volumes, and it
owes no man anything.

The Moline Publie Library is one of the most alive institu-
tions of the city, 1Its directors belleve in it as a ferce for
good; &and 1413, therefore, aggressive. PBeing agpgressive, it is
of necessity progressive, with a constantly increasing atten-
dance and circulation,*

The library has acirculation of 25455 volumes, and a yvearly in-
come of more than $3500,

The city of Moline, on the Mississippi river , has large man-
ufacturing and shipping interests, which meke 1t prosperous and

widely known.
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Pekin '
Publie Library

At Pekin, county seat of Tazewell county, the
iibrary as free and public is a new undertaking; the librarian

rites as Tollows:

II
" The librury woas organized November 24, , 1866 under thep

game of the Ladies Librery Assocéiatdon of Pekin.It was organized,
3cardiﬁg to the constitution for ﬁmnrul and intellectnal ad- [
yancement®,

The change from a society to a public library was made in
?bril, 1696, on account of the lack of funds to maintalin it
roperly. The City Council tosk up the work and since then the

!
dibrury has gradually but surely made progress, "

The lilirary in 1897 contained about 3000 volumes and the eir-
eulation wus 12000 volumes, a gratifying indication of the popu~
darity eI the library under new conditions. '
The town is prospercus with manufactories and shipping inter-

85ts, foundries , and distilleries,

The larger income of the library should give an opportunity foj

greatly increased usefulness. i




Sterling

Publie Library

The publie library of S8Sterling, on the Rock /
dver, Whiteside county, was founded in 1878 accerding to the 1
@ate library law for cities. I quote from the Ilibrarian‘s |
siter: .

" The nucleus for the library was some 900 volumes that i
from the Sterling Literary 8ocilety, which had been absorbedi

|
¥ the Christian Association, Messrs. Galt and Tracy gave the |

dbrary a room , rent free, for ten years.For six or seven years h
he members of the Board formed an association , which gave lec~ i
mres, musical and other entertainments, from which was derived !
dveral hundred dollars annually, Several gifts of books , not |
:;y considerable , and small sums of money have been given to th
i'rary. Our annual appropriation from the elty nets the library r
out $1250 per annum." |
After twenty years they have wubout 10000 volumes and the cir-
mlation in 1897 was 24714 volumes .

The town has the usual flour mills, foundries, carriage and f

arm implement manufactorias., q

The library seems to be successful. |
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Waukegan

Publie Library

The "why" and "how" of the library in Waukegan, |

jounty seat of Lake county, are given as follows: |

" "The library was founded because of the growing need of H
oviding the young with suitable literature, and for the benei’ii|
the working people; alsc to supplement the work in our pub}ici
ichools . It wvas founded under the law enacted for the Crerar Li- H

rary of Chicago; it remained under this law until placed upon a

meccessful basis, then presented to the city. The Sesame” Club, !
Women*s club of Waukegan were the founders,"

The library has recelved gifts of money , books , and furni=
ure, Incorporated in 1895, 1t has always been free,

With almost 2000 volumes, the circulation was 65 daily, or
out 22000 velumes.

The town, on the lake shore, 35 miles frem Chicago, has
iipping and manufacturing interests of importance; The popu-

ition in 1890 was 4900, |



Stutumnnry

|

I
jifts with very little effort on the part of the citizens; of tk{

Talting up the ten libraries of Chapter 4, four came as

est, only two, Champaign and Sterling , were preceded by an
lssociation,

Four of the libraries of this class are in county seats; Te-
and Waukegan owe theirs to gifts, but Dixon , like lMattoon

in Chapter 5, was founded by the city;

According to circulation. proportionmtely, Waukegan heads the
1ist, followed by Galena, Dixon , Champaign , and Pekin in the
order nawmad . Pekin is the newest, while Waukegan, Galena , and
Canton ' were founded before 1896, Litehfield is at the foot, *he
circulation being less than the number of volumes in the library.
Moline raised a subscription of (5600 to help out the first
tax; Canton is the only town which received its library as a
free gift, with .aintenance provided.

Dixon has open shelves , but with almost twice the number of
books has a lower rate of circulation than Waukegan; this may be
Sacause the people only take out books they are sure they want,
‘for when access to the shelves is not given books often go out,
and are returned without being read, because the reader was dis- |
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