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Batavisa

Public Library

The publie library of Batavia,Kane county, was:
founded " to satisfy publie demand ", by Hon, John Van Nortwick, F
Jas, O, McClellan, Rev.,A, Jutkins, F. H, Buck , &and others; it i
supperted by gifts till 1882, when it was turned over to thaH
ownship under the State law, receiving first a one mill and now |
‘two mill tax.”

I It has received occasional gifts, none very large. The 1ibra-ﬁ
’;haa been advertised by "newspaper neotices, lists of new books.
nd reading room advertisements." !
The circulation in 1896 was 1840 volumes monthly, or 22000
olumes for the year.There were 5500 volumes in the library. .
The township has a population of about 5000, The town has a

pundry, & paper-mill, and other industries, There are three

dubs, a study elub, & history elub, and a Shakspere club.
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Belvidere

Ida Public Library J

At Belvidere, county seat of Boone county, the |

brary was founded in 1885, "by the City Council under the State|
w for publie libraries, and named the Ida Public Library in con%
dderution of a« donation of $5000 given by Allen C, Fuller as & |
f?orial for his deceased daughter of that name; The donation was
fitirely expended for books." !
' The library is in the City Hall and has received no othargiftsk
@ special advertising has been done,

There are now over 9000 volumes and the circulation last year
@8 29000 volumes in a town of from 4000 to 5000 people. h |
The city appropriates $700 a year for the lihrary; There are ?n

the town flour mills, cheese factories, and boot and shoe factos

J\ |

tos,



Centralisa

Publie Library

The library of Centralia, Marion eounty, was
:
5 l

' founded in 1873, presumably by the city as it is supported solely
: l
by tuxation, |

It has received no bequests or notable gifts.

In 1899 , the library contained 5000 volumes; no statistics

|
of circulation can be obtained; none are given in the 1680 report

The income of the library for 1898 was $900. ﬂ
\

Centralia is the center of trade for the fruit-belt, has the

1llinois Central machine-shops, and is interested in various

nufactories.



Genaseo

Public Library

The Public Library . of Geneseo, Henry county,

has had a varied existenee., Begun in 1881 as a shareholders 1i-
irar?, the shareholders headed a petition asking the ecity to takei
charge; they did this from " a desire to extend the influence of

I
the library and ongccount of a growing desire for knowledge on thé

‘part of the public,"
Later, the Library Board caused it to be transferred to the |
care of the township in order to increase its revenue and useful-
iﬁss; No more definite statement has seemed obtainable. l
No record of the circulation is kept, but the city limits in- |

Clude most of the people of the township; the library is said to

‘B8 popular, In the Spring of 1898 the library received a gift of

$10000 Tor a new-building. The tax amounts to about $1500_§§ar1y.i

The town 18 "mercantile, supported by a large farming popula-
tion, I
l



Havana

Public Library

|
The library at Havana, county seat of Mason Y
unty, is one of thé,youngest in the State, having been opaned

|

e June , 18%8., The faet that a turiving Chuutauqua Association
:;ds its meetings here probably aroused a desire for a library.
tThe library was founded " to maet the wants of the publie,
@lp in the public school work, ete."

A thorough eanvass of the town brought $1400 in money and 250
blumes ; this , with the tax fer two years, amounting to $1200,
e & pood basis;; the library was accordingly established by the
_Yy, undser the 8tate law;

I
| The library has been gdvertised by socials and lectures, throiph

schools and newspapers. The librarian says: " There has lheen

J(Onstant inecrease of interest on the part of the publie,"

fhere are now 1100 volumes and the cireulation, at 200 volumes
yaek , the present rate, promises to be more than 10000 vol- |

mes a yeur.

EWith:a sure income of $600 a year from the tax, this library

gems to have a bright prospect for the future.

The town, of about 3000 people, is on the Illincis river; it

8 2 shippiiz point for corn, and Osuge orange hedge plants . I

rmiing tools are made here.



Meacomb

Pree Public Library

At Macowb, county seat of MeDonough county, the|
ibrary, founded in 1862, " for the good of the public", has pros=
gred steadily. I quote from the librarian°s letter as follows: |
"Our library was organized shortly after the law was

Hﬁsed authorizing a two mill tax levy for library purposes, A
f?er was guiletly circulated among the taxpayers for permission
ftax them , but it has never been done directly. The CGity Coun-|
{1 instead makes an appropriation yearly for 1its support)

i'I‘ha first year they gave $1000, the next , only %300 , hecauss|
= claims were not presented by the Board., The Council thought
;ﬁo would be enough , but they would be generous. For several |
iirs we have had $800 which is more, it is said , than we would
;@a'if a tax were levied .

‘nOur library 1s open only two days a week. The monsey has nearlyl
}Q been spent for books., We have a most excellent library. and
fine circulation,"

There are 7500 volumes with a circulation of 27908 volumes, |
.'._ library is open two deys each week and the librarian receives
tWo dollars a day., The expenses are small, The library has had

no gifts, | :

The town ﬂés a small ccllege; carriages and earthenware are

|
manufactured,The population is now about 5000. |
|
|
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lMendota

Graves Public Library

The library of Mendota, La Salle county, was |
founded in 1870 by an association of stockholders: as an associn{
igon library in 1874 it received the gifts to which it owes its
fame, WMr., and Mrs, Willard Graves gave it %2000 in money , an i
:bterastwboaring'mortgage, & bullding, and. half a block ef 1and;u
i}tertainments were given and the proceeds went to the 1ibrar§.

It became public in 1894 and has since been supported by the |
,under the State law, asbout $675 a year.

¢ The library contains almost 5000 volumes , and had a circula- |
-?nn last year of 17594 volumes.

! |

The town has a Lutheran seminary, and two iron-foundries; it |

I[I
{

';rivas most of its support from the prospercus farming conmunity!

Bf which it is the center.



Olney
Public Library
At Olney, county seat of Richland county, the
brary , founded criginally in 1886, became public in 1896,"in |
@sponse to a demand greater than could be met by the existing . |
fock library".
How the change was made 1is told by the librarian:
tOur library-was‘ut first a stock llbrary, supported by

@es paid. But it was soon found that thdis did not meet the de-
 §&; the stockholders conferred with the City Council proposing
® turn the library over as a free circulating library , if the
ancil would appropriate sufficient funds toeare for it; a tax
J% made and the library has been a success, and our people
gould not do without it. I
. The demand. is greater now than our means can meet but we are
fnping for better things. We rent comfortable and nicely located
f}oms. Our library is one of the Government deposifeories, On
{’r reading room table are many of the best magazines and papers
Which «re constantly read; our refercnce books are used a
great deal.The result of the change is satisfactory , so far as
our means can wmake it so."

A few books ha;a been given to the library , in addition %o f

|
the 3000 volumes of Government documents.The cireulation for 300@

volumes was over 13000 volumes.

The town has flour mills,& brass foundry, and & woelen mili.ﬁ
i
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Pontiac

Public Library

Pontiasc, county seat of Livingston county, has

%ﬁa of the comparatively recent and very successaful libraries of
ﬁhe State. The library was founded in 1893 by ordinance of the
:ity Council, as a city library; Dr, J. J. Stites appears to havd
been one of those who urged the step upon the Council,

4 mhe*r largest gift has been that of Judge Babcock, Qonsistingﬁ
‘5f two blocks of land in the city; these were sold Tor $3200,und3

EH'O pald for a sultable lot ; the rest of the sum was put into

ithe building; I have been unahle to learn the total cost of the

'?  There is no endowment, and no other important gifts have been
_??ntioned.

E The library contained ;gst year 2708 volumes , while the cir-
;ﬁlation was 17234 voluzes.

| ‘The income from the tax for that time was $750,hut. the tax fo{

11898-99 is expected to be $1150, This pronises well for the fu-

ture usefulness of the library. _ |
‘There are 1n the town shoe~ and paper-factories, mills, ond

Iiaundrias, the Illinois State Reformatory is located here LVZLs.o.1
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Princeton

Matson Public Library

The library of Princeton, county ssat of. Bureau

unty, was founded in 1885, probably as a gift; it has an en-

ent of $14964, yielding an income yearly of $1726,.

'R, C. Bates left by will $20000 for a Library puilding., 1 do l

know wiat has been actually done &bdut the building.

In 1896 there were 7000 volumes , with a circulation of 21000I
I
umes .

The town has coal-mines,and two flour-mills, Agricultural {

)jlements are manufactured.



Savanna
Public Library

The library of 8Savanna, Carroll county, was

.

ounded in 18696, by the City Council under the State law.
There were 1371 volumes in 1898% 11697 volumes were circulated]|

1 1687-98,

About 300 volumes have been given to the library ut various |

€8s , Thesa have been the only pifts.
'The tax for the library is $800 & year.
There are in the town several factories;;it is also a place i

some importance as aghipping point on the Mississippi river. |
|



Sycamore

Publiec Library

The library eof Sycamore, county seat of De Kalhﬁ
county, owes its existence to the "Atheha Circle", of the town. V
The following letter from & member of the Circle tells the ﬂ
story fully, as follows:
"In the first,place, we worked, by means of lecture
courses, suppers, etc., until we raised, I think, $700 and hadit h
' in the Bank , with the avowed purpose of founding a publiec libra—{

By Tor our city.

l
In the second place, we secured the names of all , or nearly :
21l , of the large taxpayers of our city, petitioning the City |
ouncil to make an appropriation of $1000 to buy books for the |

iibrary , promising to equip rooms for .library and reading room

.
Q-. pay &ll expenses for one year in ofdar that the first appro- |
_;ation should be used for buying books only. q
The library was not opened until August, 1893; during the f
fine frem 1891-93 we were working to raise the money to equip our |
9ha; The city has made an appropriation every year since,
petimes more, sometimes less, but we have had $500 for the lasth
hree years. We are organized under our State law for eitias n
iier 10000 inhahitéﬂts. |
Our library has been a great success and we are loosking for
rger rooms. The young people patronize the reading room,

jich contains all the monthly magazines, illustrated papers,

e —— |
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and daily papers, and seem to enjoy the privilege
0T so doing,"
The library has 2700 velumes ,and the circulatien last year
was 12061 volumes.

The town has several factories, of cheese, tile,ploughs,
d watermotors. , and also two creameries; Waterman Hall .,
gchool for girls, is near;

The library appears to be doing very well on small funds,
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Tuscola

Public Library

At Tuscola , county seat of Douglas. coupty y i
he Women®s Club found that a library seemed to be needsed. i
" The impetus which culminated in the public library was
farted at the meeting of the Federation of Womend Clubs, &t !
;cksonville, 1897, The ladies worked with great enthusiasm and ﬂ
ihally succeeded in obtaining & two mill tax , which will give
Bout 8500 yearly for the library..

" They raised $400 in the Club and: secured subscriptions for « I
nsiderable sum, $1200.This was used to buy books , and pay
Urrent expenses till May, 1899, when the tax is due."

They have had one pift of $100; a merchant gave & per cent of

88 sales for & week; an entertainment was held and the remainder

£ the sum neted ebove 'was raised by donatdons,
|

'The town is the center &4f a rich farming district; it 1s said|

B be the largest broom-corn shipping point in the United STasess



Warsaw

Free Publie Library and Reading room
: At Warsaw, Hancoek county, the library was |

@8tablished in 1872, " to satisfy a public demand , " by the eiltyl
| |

The library has received a bequest from Mr, William 4, Hill , |
. |
85000 to purchase books; the interest is used for the purpose. ’

I
With 4984 volumes the circulation for 1898 was 100356 volumasJ
The total income of the library for the same time was #GQD.i
The town, on the Mississippi river,ships hay , and general

nce; there are flour and woolen mills,and pickle-works. Agri-

1ltural implements are manufactured.

The population decreased steadily from 1870 to 1890, accor- H
finz to the U. S. Census; being in 1870, 3583, in 1880, 5105, and

in 1890, 2721; the estimate for 1695 gives it 3000,
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Surmary

The towns considered in Chapter 3 are 14 1in number;

@it of the towns are county seats; the libraries are all city

Braries in these, probably becuuse the size of the county seat]
flly makes 1t possible to have a library by the city funds al&na

hout other aid. '

'ionay in the beginning, lMacomb and Pontiac appear to have de-

(w0 of the four 'in county seats which were founded by gifts,l

paore and Tuscola, owe theldr librarilss to clubs, Olney had |

Y library which was given to the city, , but 1

| & stockholders
t library of Princeton is the gift of an individual.

furning to the six libraries in towns not county seats, those
Batavie and Geneseo are township libraries; that at Batavia
Pbeen supported by gifts t111 it became public in 1882. The
Paries at Centralia, Savenna, and Warsaw were founded by tax;

gnra received & gift of 300 volumes, and Warsaw has & bequest

6000 for the purchase of books . The library at Mendota was

8n by the stockholders.,
f}cording to the manner of founding , seven were founded by i
£ and seven by tax, Four of the gift libraries came from ‘
pkholders , those in Sycamore and Tuscola are due to clubs, t
fﬁ Princeton has the only individual gift. Belvidere, Havana,[
fine, and Warsaw had gifts to supplement the tax, I
pasured by circulation, Havana leads, followed by Savanna, |

jite, Tuscola, Sycamore, Batavia, liacomb, Olney, Mendota,

N = =
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Belvidere, Princeton , and Warsaw , in the order
gamed ., No report of circulation can be obtained for Centrdalis
end Geneseo.
Havana and Seavanna cireculate more than nine times the nuumber
ﬂ: volumes in their 1libraries; Pontice , seven ftimes, Tuscola
f&ve times, ; Warsaw has the lowest recorded cireulation , only
;qice the number of volumes in the library.
The oldest of the five libraries which rank high is only six
fﬁars old,; the library of Warsaw has existed since 1872,
The manner of founding seems to have no effect on the pros-
perity and use of the library; but the library must have new '
books , and &n income to keep the library up in popular cnes in

irder to succeéed.
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