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Description:                       Current Contents provides bibliographic records (including abstracts) and table of contents for 

more than 8,000 international scholarly journals and over 2000 books. The database consists of 
seven journal subsets: Agriculture, Biology, and Environmental Studies; Arts and Humanities; 
Social and Behavioral Sciences; Clinical Medicine; Life Sciences; Physical, Chemical and Earth 
Sciences; and Engineering, Computing and Technology. Subsets can be searched individually 
using the Limit function (see back page).  Requires Netscape 7.0/I.E. 6.0 or above. 

 
Dates of coverage: From 1993 week 27 to current; updated weekly.  
 
Access: From the Biology Library homepage <http://www.library.uiuc.edu/bix>, click on Current 

Contents  under "Link directly to..." near the top of the page;  OR  from Library Gateway menu  
on the Biology Library homepage or directly from < http://www.library.uiuc.edu/> click on 
Online Research Resources (ORR) and do either:   1) Click the Article Indexes & Abstracts  
tab, Fill in the database title words Current Contents  in the search box, Select "Title 
Keywords" or "Start of Title," then Search , OR 2) Click the Article Indexes & Abstracts tab, 
select Biological Sciences from All Online Resource Subjects - Science & Technology list 
(3rd column), click Search, and then click on   Current Contentsw  from the list. Off-campus 
access requires UIUC login/password.  

 
Helpful Feature: Direct link to UIUC Online Library Catalog from search results.  Click Library Holdings on 

record display list to find out if the journal is available on campus, and in which library it is held.  

To search by                       Enter a word or phrase in the search box, then click on Search.  This default search will 
    Keyword:                       find any occurrence of your word or phrase in the abstract, title, author keywords, or keywords 

plus. 
 

    Author: Click on the Author button. Enter last name, space, first initial (e.g.: smith j); click Search.   
Index of author names appears.   Select one or more names (e.g.: smith j or smith jl); click 
Perform Search. 

 
    Title of article: Click on the Title button.  Enter a word or phrase (e.g.: sex hormones and brain aging) and click 

Perform Search. 
 

    Journal title: Click on the Journal button.  Enter the first few words/letters of title (e.g.: journal of bacteriology)
(omit articles ‘a,’ ‘an,’ or ‘the’ at the beginning of the title.). Click Search.  Index of journal titles 
appears.  Select journal(s) and click Perform Search.  

 
    Other fields (abstract,  Click on the More Fields link. Type in word, scroll down to select field (or fields) you wish 
    address, etc.):                to search.  Select fields by clicking in boxes at left of each field name.  Click on Perform Search. 

Tables of contents:            Click on the Browse Contents link.  Select which table of contents you wish to search. 
        Select desired title from index list; click on Perform Search.   . 
 

Truncation/Wildcards: Use the $ (dollar sign) for unlimited truncation at the end of a word  (e.g.: morpholog$ retrieves 
items with morphology, morphologies, morphological, etc.).  Use the # (number sign) to represent 
a single unknown character within a word (e.g.: gr#y retrieves items with grey or gray).  Lots of 
variations on use -- See Help > Search options > Quick Search Techniques section on “Truncation 
and Wildcards” fro complete synopsis. 

 
Boolean operators: To narrow results:  Use "and" to find items with both terms (e.g.: cat and genetics). 

To broaden results:  Use "or" to find items with either of two similar terms (e.g.: cat or kitten). 
To eliminate items:  Use "not" to find items with one but not another term (e.g.: cat not kitten).  
"Not" eliminates all items with the term, regardless of context.  Use with caution. 
This guide is available online at http://www.library.uiuc.edu/bix/currcon.pdf 
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To combine search sets: Click the Combine Searches link under Search History box.   Select AND or OR and select the 
sets to be combined by clicking in the boxes to the left of the sets.  Click on Continue then click 
Display to see the results.. 

 
To limit (by subset, NOTE: You must first perform a search in order to use this function.  Select desired limit(s) from 
Language, etc.):     brief list under Search box by checking the box to the left of the limit. Click More Limits to see    
                                            Additional limits.  Click Limit A Search.               

 
TTo Manage Search Results 
    Display record(s):  There will be several viewing options for each record listed to the right of the record citation.  

Under the citation there will also be two options for finding similar articles and finding citing 
articles.  You will also find at the bottom of the display page, a Results Manager section that will 
allow you to make choices on how your results are displayed as well as output options. 

  
    Mark records:               Select records to display, print, e-mail, or download by clicking in the check boxes to the left of    

items in results sets.  Use Results Manager at the bottom of the page for output options. 
 

Specify record Scroll to the bottom of the search results screen.  Indicate whether you want to display all records  
 format:                          or only marked records (see above). Select format for display under Fields (e.g.: Citation and  

Abstract).  Select sorting options wanted.   Click on Display, E-mail, Print Preview, or Save.  
NOTE:   You may customize your display by clicking Select Fields and put a check in the 
checkboxes to the left of each field name you want as part of the record display.  Click on 
Continue.  Records will be displayed, e-mailed, or saved in your custom format. 

 
    Print record(s): In Results Manager at the bottom of the Search Results display screen, select the desired options 

(see Specify Record Format, above) and Print Preview. When the desired records are displayed 
on screen, use the print button in your browser to print what is displayed. 

 
    Save record(s): In Results Manager at the bottom of the results display screen, select the desired options (see 

SpecifyRecord Format, above).  Select Save.  Select appropriate computer ‘style linefeeds.’  Then 
Continue.  You will have a dialog box open and be given the choice to save to disk or open the 
results.  Choose drive, directory, and filename in the dialog box, and click Save.   (NOTE:  cannot 
save to C: at public terminals.) 

 
    E-mail record(s): In Results Manager at the bottom of the results display screen, select the desired options (see 

specify record format, above).  Click on Email, enter your e-mail address when prompted.  If you 
want the search history included, click in the search history check box.  Click on Send Email.  If 
you chose a standard format, records are sent now.   If you chose Select Fields, you can now 
choose fields by clicking in the checkboxes to the left of each field name.  Click onContinue.  
Records will be sent in your custom format. 

Save Search/AutoAlerts    Click on Save Search/Alert under Search History box. Requires Personal Account (free for UIUC 
students, faculty, and staff).  Once registered, click Login.  Select Type – Temporary (24 hours), 
Permanent, or Auto-Alert. Type in Search Name – Comment is optional.  For auto alerts,  Select 
AutoAlert options and Save. To edit or delete, click on Saved Searches/Alerts on the blue bar in 
the upper right hand page corner, Login, and make selections. 

To change databases: Click on Change Database icon at the top of the Main Search Page.   Select Database(s) and 
Continue 

To exit database: PLEASE click on Logoff icon to end your Current Contents session and free up the connection 
for another user. Only a limited number of people can use the Current Contents databases at one 
time. 

For more information:  Click on the blue i next to the database name on the Choose Data Base screen [Change Database]  

Click on the blue i next to the database name in Library Gateway Online Research Resources 
lists for more information about Current Contents;   OR 
 

                                            Click on the blue Help icon at the upper right corner of each screen for more information about 
searching Current Contents;   OR

                                                    
                                            Ask a librarian! 
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