
Finding and Downloading Items from ALAIR 
ALAIR has many options to search or browse items deposited. These instructions will cover how to search the whole repository, within 
communities and individual collections. 

Please remember that ALAIR does not represent all of the digital collections or the physical collections held by the ALA Archives. If you cannot 
find what you are looking for, please contact the ALA Archives for additional help. 

  



To search all the items in ALAIR, use the search bar in the top of the left sidebar.   

 



 

 

The search displays collections with the words “oral history” in their title or description, as well as individual items. Collections and communities 
are listed before items. You can access the advanced search ptions by clicking the link under the search bar “Add filters”: 

 



The advanced search allows you to specify which field to search: title, author, subject, date of issue, has file(s), filename, and file description. You 
can add more search terms from multiple fields using the + button to the right of the search bar:  

  

 



When you find the item you want, click “View/Open” to open or download it.  

 

 



You can also narrow your search to within a specific community. Navigate to the community and use the search bar in the middle of the page. It 
will search all the items in the collections under the community. 

 

 



To narrow your search even further, you can search within a single collection as well. Navigate to the collection and use the search bar in the 
middle of the page.  

 



 


