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iarch 10th, 1945,

Dr. H. M. Lydenberg,

K , A.L.A. International Relations Office,

3'g? Library of Congress Annex, Study No. 251,

;*&? Washington 85, D. C.
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. I am pleased to enclose a copy of a fur

:é ~Tevport dated February 3xd which Mr. Sumner received

a few days ago from Mr. Lord, the Reorganization Director

of the American Library in Paris.
Sincerely vours,

L. Qulncy Mumfora,
Assistant Iecretary.
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Mr.Mumford ¢

A thousand thanks for your note of the 10th with the covy
of Lord's ravort of 3 ¥ebruary.

Any word from Sumner as to dist-ibution of 1t to members
of our A.L.A.Board?

It's a moving document,snd as I r2ad it I noted with chastened
huumility my foolish comments nov =nd then on the way heat is
regulated here in this building,querulous complsina bscause

of traffi~ snarls,ard similesr trivialitias.

Yay God forgive me for them as I recall wlat Lord and millions
- of French are goihv theough With‘
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unheated world. Last week, for instance, I had nothing to eat from
Monday through Friday except soup, noodles and mashed potatoes. I lost
nine pounds in weight in the four weeks time. Finally, upon strong
representation on my part, I obtained official action; and now I have
a card for the O0.W.I. mess, and also have been authorized to take my
meals in a restaurant "résérve pour le corps diplomatique™ of a number
of the smaller nations, in which by special dispensation of the French
Foreign Office the best of food is to be had. Thus I know from first
hand experience just what the members of the staff of the American
Library in Paris (who of course do not have access to food on an
American basis) face in trying to carry on the work of the Library in
& hungry and unheated world.

That hungry and unheated world came to a crisis on January 15th,
and sharp measures had to be tgken throughout France. Paris, for
instance, was receiving only 1/7 of its daily needs of coal. Of that
amount 1/4 had to go to the making of electricity for the city, 1/4 to
the manufacture of gas, 1/4 to the running of the metro (the subway
system being the only current mode of transportation, there being no
street cars, no busses, no taxis), and the remaining 1/4 to the taking
care of all other needs. To meet the situation the Government had to
take strong measures. All passenger steam-train travel was suspended
throughout the country. Shops were ordered closed daily at 5:00 P.M,
Night clubs and cabarets were closed entirely. Electricity was cut off
at 8:30 A.M. until 5:00 P.M., except for an hour at the time of the
noon meal. Gas was cut off for the day at 8:30 P.M. Obviously
measures such as those affected everybody. More places than not
require electrical illumination even in the daytime, particularly in-
side areas without windows or at a distance from windows. Most daily
activities were dislocated, and the Library was affected no less than
any other place.

Under such conditions it was not possible to undertake any marked
program for activities at the Library. Little more could be done there
than to get along as best as possible. Before the crisis at the middle
of the month negotiations were under way with the Army to get coal
for heating the Library, with a view to undertaking an expanded program,
particularly in helping the Army to provide greater opportunities for
the use of the Library's book collections by military people and French
people alike. Those came to naught with the arrival of the crisis.
However, a new approach has subsequently been made; and there is a
possibility that in February it may yet be possible to find heat for
the Library and for taking up in earnest our contemplated improved
activities. Once heat can be obtained substantial progress will be
possible, but up to now the obstacles have been great indeed.

The Library staff has done wonders under the circumstances.
Whereas as many shops and restaurants and even the Comédie Francaise
have closed up entirely, the Library has kept open on a full daily
schedule right through it all. It is pretty close to heroic for a
civilian staff such as that at the Library to keep at its tasks all day
long in a temperature hovering near the 30°F mark, and going down one
day to as low as 138°F, and with electricity cut off, and personal
comfort facilities unavailable because of frozen water pipes. 1 have
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had the greatest admiration for them. To me it augurs exceedingly
well for the spirit which they will bring to the work of the Library
when under improved conditions it can embark shortly upon a more
developed program.

I realize that this is not perhaps the kind of report which may
have been expected. Still it is one which ought to be known to the
Trustees of the Library for clear realization on their part of the
difficulties which have had to be faced on the spot, and over which
nevertheless the human spirit of the members of the library staff have
triumphed.

Yours sincerely,

/signed/ Milton E. Lord

To
Edward A. Sumner, Esquire
President, American Library in Paris




